
1896 'PTHE PRESI3YTERIAN RECORD. 9

of bread and a eup of Nvine on the table, and
as the eider is repeating the verses, "'ralie,
eat," etc., the plate is lianded round. The
sanie oveurs with the wvine. Ail tiiose pre-
sent, before pariticipating, sing one verse of
a commniionî lynîii. A siizuhlar verse, wvhich
is a parap)hrase of the verses iii the B3ible,'
is also sung before partaking of the wine.
After this the eider reads Matt. xxvi. 26-2S,
and wvitli a prayer anid the beulediction the
service concludes.

Baptisnî is by immersion. Adult baptisai
is practised ainong Stuzîdists, among others
infant baptismi prevails.

The marriage cerernony is equally simple.
The plarents of thc bridegrooiu, havirig in-
vited their friends, acconîpany tlîeir son
witlî the bride to the eider, and before al
the assembly place the bride and bridegroom
in fr-ont, and, pointing to tiîem, say, 1'These
chiîdren wishi to be married." The eider
taices his place at tlue table, and asks the
bride and] bridegrooin to stcp forward.

The eider theni, turning toi tlîe for-mer, ad-
dresses lier tlîus: "Maiden, dost thou wvishi
to nîarry this mani, or lias aiiyone compellcd
you ?" "lit is my own wish," is Uic reply.
"But do you love flic youtli ?" asks flic
eider, to wliiclî the girl answers, " 1 love
hin." ' Will you cherisli lîim «%hen iii aîîd
old ?" " I w'ill," says the maiden. The
bridegroom is similarly interrogatcd, and,
atter a song lias been sang, flic bride and
bridegrooi salute ecd other withi a kiîss,
and flic ceremony is coucludcd.

Oushinsky divides the teachers of tlic seet
int o flirce classes-eiders, instructors, andi
deacoîîs. Tliere is no real difference in
ranli between the furst two, and fthc Stun-
dists deny that tiiere is any. The eiders
preside at meetings, and sec that tic 'wvishes
of thec " brotheriood " are carried out. The
duty o! the instructors is to preachi, enud
they are under tlic supervision and coutrol
o! thc wholc conimunity. If they deviate
from wliat is laid clown in Holy Seripture
tliey arc liable to be removcd at once froni
their position. Ail the pastors of the sct
arc ciiosen by thc vote of thc wliole commu-
nity.

The duties o!f tceinembers are given in a
short paragrapli. it runs: " The duty eý
tic members consists ln ]oving onc another,
in taicing an active part both ln tic salva-
tion 0f ecd soul and in tic material liappi-
ness of al], in a conscienflous use of Uic
means o! grace, and in following thec pre-
ccpts which God, as Head o! tlie Church,
has given it.

"Evcry member must be present at thec
lioly communion, and attend regularly at
fie services bofli on holy days and on week

da3"Thc reception of a new niember
takes place oniy affer a personaî confession
of faifli before thlic hurcli, or wlîen the cau-
didate's religions state is sufficient]y evideut
to tlic community. The nîetiod of election
is by voting, and it is always considercd de-
Airable fiat fthc vote should be unauimous.

JESUTIT MISSIONS IN JAPAN.
A vivil) Pîciruiti. SriUv.

Japan, tlhc Island Empire of tic Orient,
witli its nearly !orty millions of people, al-
mnit as many as I3ritain, tic Islanîd Empire
of the WTest, lias lîad a long and wouîderful
luistory, the last tlîirty years the niost won-
(lerful of aIl.

M'lieu Màlaiitsseli, King of Judali, vas set-
tiug up lus graveîî inmages iin Jeruisaleixu,
Jiinînu Tenîio, - lic licaveîîly kcing," was
ieigniing ais Mikado of Japan. About Uie
tinie tiat thc Vnglisii barons won the char-
ter' from King Johni, thc nobles of J'apan
broke flue supreme power of thi Mikado
and slîared flic sovereignty for seven long
centuries, unfil recent years.

The begiuning of flîcir literatures vwas
coeval. Whien tlic venerable ]3edc was writ-
inig in E ngland in tue ciglitil century, tic
first Japanese hiistoriau -%vas compiling thc
clîronicles of bis country.

Tic ancicuf religion of Japan *was Shin-
toismn, %ithî its crowd of native gods and ifs
ancestral wvorship. it is stili fie religion
of flic Governmenf, wvhile Buddiiism, which
ivas introduced iii the third century, and
sprcad rapidly, is tic religion of flic people.

lIn 1549 ]anded riranîcis Xavier, and for thc
reinainder of Uic century, Christiauity, as
taught by flic Jesuits, madle rapid progrcss,
unîfil its plotting against tic State was dis-
covered, and it vas drowned out lin blood,
and for two and a bal! centuries Japa'n was
sealed agaiuîst the oufside world, and Ohis-
tianity wvas puxiisliable by death.

lIn the iast tlîirty years it bias been opened
again, and lias scen more rapid dcvelopnent,
and change than any otiier nation under tie
stin.

The story of Jesuit missions lu Japan iu
tlic sixteenfli centry is vividly told lu fhe
foilowing cliapter o! a ncw book by Jesse
Page, 4"Japan, ifs people and M-ýissions," just
published by ReveIl, Toronto.

A native of Safsuma, iu Japan, one Anjiro
by naine, Lîad kilcd a counfiryman, and, lu
lis flight froin Uic bands of justice, fouud
sidliter lu tlic boat of tlic Portuguese advcu-
furer, MAendez Pinto. lin due time tue vessel
sailed home, and thc Japanesc fugitive
landed at Goa.

,He vas spccdily noticcd by one 'whosc
rcsflcss cycs ýwere ever turncd towards the
lands afar off, and wio bad, with ail bis
faults, flic burning zeal o! a missionary's
heart. This 'was Francis Xavier, one of thec
most distinguisicd and most veritable 0f the
Saints in flic Romisli calendar. Hie 'Was

1896 297


