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Yieen made on the State of New-York, and which
kas been the origin of this controversy, What-
ever knowledge we have of that demaud has been
derived from the pages of the Recorder ; amd
when we find a paper, the organ of a large scction
of the Baptist denomination, nsing language like
that we lexea aleeady quoted, no matter whether
the immediate cause of the demand is a legitimate
one or not, we think it is time to question, and
that we have a right to question the osthodoxy of
the advacate.  “I'he Recorder ¢ cluimed the appro-
praation in the name of justice, beeauss the Bup-
dists had been taxed for many years for the bene-
fit of the colleges under the control of other deno-
minations, and it was titme they should participate
in the benefits they had been assisting to confer on
others,* und tiusted “ the members ot the Legiss
Inture would sce that the demard of the Baplists
for a large appropriation for their new wniversity,
to which they bad manifested so much liberality,
was one that bare justice required them to meei.”

Such was the lansuage of the Recorder in the
casly part of last year; and if he can find wny
thing much more like a seet asking a State for
mrant for sectavian purposss, we shon'd like to soc
it. We are now told—if we are toid any thung—
that the Baptists have not asked the a:d of the Staie
tor sectarian purposes, and that we do uat under-
stand the distinction between asking the state for
agrantto a relizions scet lor ecclestastical pur-
poses as such, and graats to colleges under the
control Of scligions sects—the theclugical school
being  distinet fiom the college. We honestly
confess that we are so obtuse us not to be able
thoroughly to comprehend this fine drawn distine-
tion; and we verily believe that if the Recorder
would consent to look calmly at the question,
when he feels less peevish than seems to have
been the case when hie penaed his reply to our 1¢-
marks, he will sce the force of our arguments, and
the exacteess of their application to the demand
which the Baptists in the State of New Yorl, as
Baplists, have made,
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We object to state grants to religious sects, as
religious sects, uo miatier for what purpose they
are given.  When the state once recegnizes one
veligious seet, by making a grant to it because it
hias done something as a sect, of because it has
power, the stale then bagins lo open the sluice
jtes of conuption.  ‘The comax may be far
on i1 the future, but unless in days to come
a puter principle shall guide thedeaominations and
the state in theif relations 1o cach other, as cach
sect finds, or tancies that anotker is myre favoured
than itself, the cry for more state pap will get
louder and louder, and matters will assuredly wax
worse and worse, until perhaps, as in otker lands,
one will obtain the predominance, and will wield
the power of the state to its own will. “The
Hecorder at present may feel stronz m the posses-
sion of full religious liberly, and he may think
that berause he éhjoys the splendour of its meri-
diau glory, hie has a clearer light than we, who
are 10 some extent becloud~d by the vapours
arising from the swamps of S:ate-Churchism.
{0t him beware, however, lest his eyes may not
be dazzled so as to prevent him from sceing the
httle cloud no bigger than a man’s hand, which
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is showing itself’in the horizon. Iet bim remem=
ber the precepts, # Let him that thinketh he stand-
_eth take heed lest he fall,? and * Avoid the very
‘appearance of evil”  Experience teaches ; and
“it may just be within the bounds of possibility
!lha: those who have felt as sharply as we have,
the trammels of thv: connection botween church
and stale, may have a more distinet preception of
what in any degree constitutes that connection,
and of the dangers arising from the smallest step
in such a direction, than those who are, orat
least fancy themselves, entiscly (ree.

The analogy attempted to be wtablished be-
tween our position in endeavouring to prevent
sectarian cducation at the expesse of the state,
end that of Archbishop Hughes, who is doing all
he can to <plit up the common schwols, and pro-
mote sectarien education w its worst form, is un-
worthy of the Recorder. We would provide se-

cular céucation for all at the expense of the state,
free ftom sectarian controul.  ‘The Archlushop of,
New York would provide the education at the ex-
pense of thc state, but he would pat that cduca-|
tion urder the contionl of the priesthood, and in-

termingie his religions doganas witis the secuiar -

struction, so as to afford the opportunity of mould-

ing the wind of the youth o bis own views, It

15 the Recorder, notthe Obscreer, which is helping
to promote the end the Archbishop has n view.

Although we cannot approse of the compromise
the Institution at, Rochester has made in asking
for or accepting state pay, yet we are happy to
understand that the faculty entirely repudiates any
alliance with the Recorder in the position e has
taken in the controversy.
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To the Lditor of the Christian Observer.

Sir,~—By inserting the following communica-
tion, recently forwarded to Madame Feller, Grande
Ligne, you will much oblige some of your sub-
seribers, and perhaps influence others 1o make a
sunilar ¢dort:—

“Drar axp Hovovazo Fripvn,~It is with
sincere regret, that we lewn by the Aew York
Recorder, that the mission with which you stand
connected, is labouring under the weight of so
larga a debt as §1030; at least at a time when
inviting openings for teaching and preaching  the
glorions gospel of the blessed God, are every
where presenting themselves.  These circum-
stances having been made known to the church
with which T have the happiness to be connected,
an appeal te its Christian YNberality was inade mn
behalf of the Mission; and the appeal was no
sooner made, than it was promptly and chéerfully
responded to. - The enclosed twelve dollars are the
resuit of that appeal.  Various claims upon the
liberality of our church for missionary and local
purposes have lately been made ; and with 2 Ma-
cedonian nobleness, met ; or, doubtless, our sym-
pathy with you, in your benevolent cnlerprise,
would have been more desirably expressed. We
sincerely hope that other churches, especially the

Muence ofa thousand streams of Chastian Kherality
flowing nte the funds of the wi-sion, this ebstiuc-
tion to its widening uscfalness may be removed,
and yeu be enabled 1o yo on your way njoicing.

I am, dear Madume, yours in the onds of the'
Guspel,
EBEXEZER CLARKE,
Fastor of the Baptist Church, Dundas.-
Marane FELLER, Grande Ligne Mission, -
St. John's, C. B :

——
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- Dear peotusr Pyren,—My last communica~
tion to the Obscryer, wus 10 show, that orduined
elders breahinyg bread ot the Lond's table, hed ner
foundation in Scriptute, as a positive and exclusive
comurd.  Aud the foilowing dialoguc is intended
10 teach the Dible doztrines, thit tissionury efforts
to reclaim lost sinmers to Chriet is the primary
Loud of anion, uniting the churches of Christ intor
one phalanx of indissoluble love to the Saviour.
1t will alwo exhiblt the practical toily of the theolo-
gical venom, cottamned n the amerdment of the
mivority at the meeting in Hamiltor :—

Deacon~Tke investigation which ycu recom-
mended at the close of our interview, has been to
myselt’ the source of profit and pleasure; elders
duly quakfied and orduined, have a most iportant
bedring upon the government aud spiritual pros
perity of the church.  Like many others, T held to?
the current notions and traditions of society, that
the offices of the cldership was a mere matter of
com enience, never having searched the Seriptures
for 1struction upon the subjects

Minister.~Searching the Scriptures, has the
command of the Saviour;and the high cemmenda~
tion of his apostles. And spiritual profit to our
souls must precede pleasure, in their diligent stidy.
From whatever cause it has arisen, there are many
members of the Regular Baptist Churches who
entertain very erroncous uotions, upon the abilities
andduties connected with the office of the eldership.
In relation to its appointment, and the cfficacy of
its functions, they scem to think; and in some
casesto express their opinions, that religious know-
ledge, and spiritual mindedness, can flourish as
well in the church without preachers as with them.
There can be no doubt, that were correct bible
knowledge more generally diffused among the
members of the churches, in order fo a well-disci-
plined eldership, that pure evangelical religion
would at present be in a better condition,

D. The views now put forth upon the cldership,
and the result of their labours in the church, are
very interesting.  Ard it would be instructive to
the friends present to leam from the Scriptures,
what were the principal objects to be realized in
their appointment in the shurches.

M. The apostles Peter and John refer 1o them-
selves as filling the office of clders. The apostle
Paul ondained them elders in ﬁ'cry church, and
their duties are specifically and distinetly Yaid
down, thus < Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of

more afiluent, will at once cooperate, that the con-

God, which be hath purchased with his own blood.”



