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THE GREAT SUNFISH.

An unusual number and variety of tropical fishes and reptiles cauglit in F'lorida, and sold to the*New York Aquarium, mea-
have visited our cout this sea8on. lu the turtie family we sured six feet.
have had the green turtie, the sheli turtie, the logger-head, aud Accordiug to Yanrell, the young of the suufish or head figh
the liuge leather turtie. are furuished with several duil pearl-like teeth of various

0f free swimming fishea taken by fishermen there hias been sizes situated in the Iower jaw, some tliin and flat, presenting
the jew ftsh, gray suapper, tarpon, chStodons (angel fiah), aud an edg8, others behind beiug cylindrical, short, and rather
great numbers of the balloon or porcupine fiah. reel man- pointedq. These disappear with age, for we loaru from Jenyns
eaters of sharks, and, the Mocst odd-lookiug of ail, the great that iu the aduit the laxnellated substance is undivided.
sunfiali (Ortkogorisctus ?flola.) Varions parasitical animal., sncb as Peunella, Sagitta, and

The specimen from which. 1 made the acompanyn illustra- Tristoma cocciueum, are fouud frequently adhering to the body.
tion wus captured at Oak Island Beach, about Chrty miles The head of the suuflsh is not distinct frora the trunk, but
from New York, ou the Atlantic, laut Aingilt, aud was ex. suggests that the entire fish consists of a bead ouly, thence the
hibited at Fultou Market Slip, New York. The color of the namýe head.fishi. The formn of the body la oblong, subtruncated
sunfish is grayish.brown, darker ou the back than ou the sides behiud, aud compressed. The caudal, anai, sud dorsal fins
of the abdomen. The skin ie rough, it beiug covered with are confluent. The body la scalelessand destitue of lateral lines.
minute patches of synall spinea. The fisherman relates that when trolling not long since for

Que of tho jurious features cf this Bash is the structure of bluefish, he came acroa a anfish as large as a hogahead, which
tho eye, which isa embedded in a mass cf soft and flexible folda, was asleep ou the surface of the water, with his linge dorsal fin
while hehiud the eye i8 a sac filled with a gelatincus fluid. entirely out of the water. At fiast he was well clubbed wlth an

Wheu the sunfish is alarmed, or is baskiug ou the surface of car, but he didu't seem te miud it ranch. Then a couple of
the wster, the eye is presaed againat the sac, sud the fluid cou- bights were made lu the sheet res which ere asaed over his
tained therein is forced into the fold8 cf the membrane, which. head, hopiug that his flua wouirreveut their slipping, but it
disteuds them e as to uearly conceal the orgau cf visiou. wes no goe. He epeued bie oye. as if awakeuiu eut cf a aound

The aunfish is armed with two powerful teeth, with which it uap, and weut slowly under the water lu a vertical direction,
feede Ou the coarser seaweeds fouud.-grewiug at the bottera cf appareutly oiily alightly disturbed. This ropeciras ua esti-
the shallower ocean waters, and alae ou the gulf-weed cf the raated te weigh at leset 800 pond, and wui ranch larger than
lulf Stream. Some years ago 1 waa sent te Gresupeint, L. I., the eue exhibited at Fultonu Market Slip.

te briug ou a large living specimen cf the suufisb. Thiis speci- The. flesh cf the. suufish ia white, and as well flavored aa that
m'ou wa ceuflned lu a pouud or trap ; wheu net diaturbed it cf thq sturgeou. Its liver is large aud yielda cousiderable cil,
'wara near the surface, with ita huge dorsal Bun entirely eut cf which is greatly prized by ailera for its supposed medicinal
water. Its favorite food ccuaiated. cf tubularlana, sertu'larisus, qualities. Theseie fram which the aocmauyiug illustra-
sud aeCidiana, ou which I çenstsntly fed it. tien was made maurdfour feet lu leugth.-&csentific Amen,

L Th,UhOfteu attaiùis a very great size. Que that wau con~.


