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TALKS WITH APPRENTI CES.

Apprentioeship, twenty-five or thirty years ago, wus Fionie-
thing very different fromn what it is nuw. The lad who deeired

te learn a trade found little difficulty ln obtaining a situation,

and generslly ho was provided with an agreeabie home in the

famiiy of hie employer. It is not the custom. now-a-days te

take the boy int the -family, for, in trubli, the 1fînily tee fre-
quently dos not cars te, recognize the sliop. Between it and
the. bondi -and lathe, and forge, there is an impassable guif.

An honest, industrions, and well-disposed boy, who goes ont

from. bis quiet home te ouat his lot among etrangers, ini order

that lie may learn to become a skilled workman in some

brandli of useful industry, lia rather a hard time of it. First,
hie is lonely-inexpressibly 80; and to make his case worse,
ho is oonsidored tlie lawful prey of every older boy, and the
jesting-stock of thouglitless workmen. Accustomed to kind
treatment and to more or lesu of the refinements of a l{ome, he
is now oomipelled, bu submait to rough usage, and somnetimes te
treatment that is absolutely brutal. If lie is quiet and good-

natured, or if lie lias sufficient weli-diiscipiined muscle te
compel the older boys te respect him, lie will make bis way in
tlie-shop. But wliat is lie te do witli himeelf nighta and ýSîn-
days ?

W. write these lines in the hope of beiug able to.give some
acceptable advice to tlie boys regarding thie very quebtion;-
advice which, if tliey wil lieed and follow, may prove in the
end a mine of woaltli te them. Net that it will make them.
ridli in money ,; but, rather, in things that money cannet buy.

Ni&htÀ& and Sundýys!1 Well, indeed, wlio would suppose il

possible for a boy to find it difficult to dispose of hie loeure
heure? But we speak of the boy freeli from. home, and

commencing life ameng strangers. A littie inter on, after hoe
lias made acquaintances, and bis notions as te what a boy

cuglit te, be in dharacter and life have undergone somnewhat of

;a change, we fancy lie will not be lonely. The chances are
'thnt ho wiil thon do juet as bthe majority of oblier boye-spend
'hie time witliout profit to hiniself, and ini a way that works hlm

permanent barra. And wo may as well say right here, tbat if

tle boy wlio reada *these linos lias got inte the habit of ronma-
ing about the tewn niglits and Sundays, nnd is unlinppy with-

ou .t hie "pipeand boer ; if lie gees to every place of amusement
his purse wilI niiow, and sets great store un a round at whist
or euchre, and other gais ; in short, if lie bas lenrned how
te idle nway bis pricelese hours cf leisure, then what we say
will scarcely lie of benefit to him. But let us get bnck lu our
boy fresli from homo.

About the first task set before hlm after securing a situation
will be thie selection cf a place to board. Hoe will be directed
te a boarding-liouso, and, very likely, requested te occupy a
room. in compnny witl others. Ilere lie muet make hie firet
figli. Hi1e whole future depende on hie stubborn resistance
te any sucli krrafigement. Whnt ho want8 is a room. entirely
te himself, and Ibis hie must make e'very possible effort te se-

cure, evon thougi lie be compeliod te select an unfurnished
garret in a rickety old bouse. And lie muet find a room
with a dhi.mney in it-if there is a firepiace, su mucli the bot.
ter, for dur 1b9y will require fire.

Here lot hima pitdh lis tent, and inake up hie mmnd te Cal]

i bila drenry place home; for drenry enougli it will bo for somE

time to corne. But there will ho a certain sort of indepenldencE

about Ibis arrangement, and il admits of a start bein)g niadE
towards perfect freedom fromn nny dependence for reet and

[pleasure on one's outside surrounadinge. Let bu11i bear in

mind, too, the importance of a fire, for it wiil aiw-aye give him]
a wekcome in the long winter evenings ; aiid coutii'ng iii late,l
lie will often be able to spend a pleasant hour, book in hand,

that otherwitie would be lost in sleep.
IDomiciled in this littie rorn, thoughi roor in purse, he Wilý

begin to set about furuishing it. At first a rough table, aj

chair for himseif, and one for a chanice guest. will be ail that
hoe requires. 11e will get out his iittle store of books andi

writing materials, and photograplis of the dear ones at home,

with what few keepsakes hoe may have; arranging these onj
lis table, he begiuîs life. If lie works in wood, it will not beý

a long time before he wviil be able o au~dd a few articles5 of fur-
niture that will be useful as well as ornamental. Wliatever
hie can get the time to manufacture lie witl have a place for,

and lie will know how to appreciate its value. As the days

go by hie will continue te add to his possessions. Hoe will

pick up now and then a dhoice engraving, or a pair cfl vases,
and get a carpet on his fluor. There will be growing plants

in his window, and a canary to ing him. welcome wlien
lie cornes in after hie day's work is dune. We draw this

pîcture in order to show that there is no absoltite necossity for
1dma to roem with a lot of rougli felluwB unles lie chooses to

do so. If lie eau f nd a pleasant room, furnisbed, where lie
can have a firo and hoe by himself, so mucli the botter; if net,
let him hunt for an attic, nor reet until lie find il.

Now, liaving seen our young friend settled, and ready te'
bogin the years uf his apprenticeship, the subject growe upon
us; and we feel inciined to not be content witli telling hin
what tu do duringy bis hours of leisure, but lu talk -with him
on a variety of subjects; su il seems te be necessary that this
article should prove the first of a series. In our next we will
endeavour to tdll hii something about what proportion of hie
loeure hours shoulà be epent in bis room, and how to pass
them, with profit and reai pleasure. And ho muet nul get the
idea intu his liead that we desire to niake of 1dm, an anchorite,
for nothing is further froni Our thought. \Ve wiil talk te bim.
of companionships and amusements, for wo believe a good
deal in the latter-" ail work and ne play nîake!s jack a duliý
boy,"-and of many other thing8 that w-e think î%'iil profit and
please hLim. Amerian Buildery

Thie Procesa of Oremation suggesits a means te solve

the serions question, what shail be done with the street refuse

and garbage. An analysis of collections from 13 representa.
tive districts give the following average results:

Water,....................................... 3. 032 per cent.
Nitrogen ......................... 0.369
Combustible material ...................... 28.454
Incombustible material.................... 68.514
Prof. Chandler, President of the Board of Health, suggests

that a* systemn of garbage crematiOn in ftîrna&ces similar to-
*those in the mnanufacture of thell-lime. It ie said that 200
tons of refuse anid garbage can be cremated and rendered ini.

*nocuous in 24 hours. Sucli a system would involve leus coat
than conveyiflg it t4e deep-water, and be far mord consistent

*with the demands of civilization and public safety.-Am
Archieet.

An Improved Foot-Beilows are proposed take the

place of the old fashioned hand-bellows. They are set end
to end on a platformn and corinected with a strap, so that when

ene is in a state of collapse the other ie full, thus keeping up a
*continuous current at ail tinies.

(March, 1878.


