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Verse 4. When Solomon was old, * To-
ward the close of his life.” e died at sixty ; so
we may fancy this note of age to be about fifiy-five
or fifty. His wives turned away his heart
after other gods. This reference to the old age
of Solomon has to do with his tolerance of idolu-
try rather than with his polygamy, which was in-
dulged in on a magnificent scale throughout his
royal carcer.  Notice that it was his * heart™ that
was “turned away "--not his personal habits of
worship, It is nowhere said that he “served
other gods, as many of his descendants did, Ilis
sin, bad as it wus, is never spoken of as being
thoroughly vile, like “the sin of Jeroboam.”
Now, Jeroboam did not turn away from Jehovah
hix sin consisted in leading his kingdom into
schism § and if Solomon had committed personal
idolatry, surely such iniquity should have heen
ranked even greuter than that of Jeroboam,
(1) Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out o it
are the issues of life. His heart was not per-
fect with the Lord his God. This scems
more profoundly sad when we remember what he
had suid to his people at the dedieation of the tem-
ple: *“Let your heart be perfeet with the Lord
your God.”  The heart of David his father
wasa turbulent heart. It swelled with wrath at
Nubal’s crustiness, and led David close to violent
bloodshed. It was an easy prey to Bathsheba's
beauty, and made David an adulterer and a mur-
derer. It waxed weakly fond of beautiful ehil-
dren, and turned David into a eriminally indulgent
parent. It puffed up with pride over noble eon-
quests, and tempted David toward the sordid
ideals of Alexander and Napoleon. 8o that,
Judged by Christiun standards, even by high
Mosaic standards, the heart of David was wiy-
ward, infirm, and on oceasion impure. But there
was one principle to which David was ever true.
Never for an instant did he forget that he stood in
this world to champion the cause of Jehovah, to
confirm Jehoval's laws, to exalt Jehoval's wor-
ship, to increase the territory of Jehovah’s cult.
To this one great ideal he was ever true, In reli-
gious loyulty he never wavered, In the cham-
pionship of Jehovah he was never infirm. In
thoughts of God he was never impure. Sins he
committed ; but he bitterly repented them, and
with tears returned to Johovah, erying, * Against
thee, and thee only have I sinned.” In affec-
tional purpose his heart was perfect,

purer days his pomp and ostentation are evident ; and now, with a blindness of spiritual vision pro-
foundly sad, he coneludes that his superiority over all monurchs is not tully won till he exceeds them in
armies, horses, and wives, as well as in wisdom, The adoption of the pagan worship of his princesses w
naturally the next step; but it is hardly likely that he negleeted the temple of Jehoval on Mount
Moriah when he creeted temples to false deities on Mount Olivet,
bristle with hecdless boastfulness, I who has more silver and gold and splendor, more
tributary kings, more wisdom and fame, thun any sovereign on carth, why should he not have more
wives and gods too t  Sceking many things, he missed the * better part.”
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Rather does the whole transaction
horses and

5. Solomon went after. That is, he re-
garded the idolatrics mentioned with approval,
and encouraged them.  Ashtoreth the goddess
Df l'le Zid 'rhc Zid i ure l]“}
Phanicians, for Zidon was one of the leading
cities of Phenicia, and in Greek and Latin writ-
ings Phanicians often bear this name, An in-
seription discovered in the ruins of Zidon in 1855
refers to a temple of Ashtoreth which stood there,
This goddess was matched with Baal in worship,
und was sometimes adored as the planet Venus,
sometimes as the moon, sometimes in forms of
carven,wood 5 but always she was the embodiment
of the productive power in nature, and the rites of
her worship were impure. Milcom the abom-
ination of the Ammonites. “ Abomination
here means the hateful, detestable idol, I+ is
probable that Milcom is the same as Molech, If
80, he was the fire god, and was worshiped by the
sacrifice of children, though that horrid crime is
not mentioned us having been wrought in Judah
before the duys of Ahaz.

6. This verse, which is a repetition of the latter
part of verse 4, seems to preclude the thought that
Solomon ever became an idolater in practice. He
went not fully in the right way ; he tolerated
and favored idolatries, a course that was irrceon-
cilable with true fidelity to the Lord; but he
never disearded the worship of Jehovah, To the
end of his reign he would seem to have offered his
solemn sacrifices on the great altar thrice a year,
When kings served false gods the Bible direetly
says 80, as, for instance, in 1 Kings 16, 81 ; 535
2 Kings 16. 3. What Solomon did was to indulge
and putronize the idolatries of his wives, It may
be worth while to notice in passing that every one
of these was a daughter of a king, with royul as-
sumption, accustomed to have her own way ; and
among séven hundred it would not be strunge if
he found one or two as managing and masterful as
himself. 8o that Solomon’s sin, in the lust analy-
sis, was weak eonsent of the sins ¢ f others——a dis-
position to take the casier course rather than the
right course. (2) Jehovah will be all in a/l, or
nothing, and Solomon’s worship of him was worse
than thrown away. (3) Idolatry in its last analysis
is devotion to som«thing else than God,

7. A high place. Ancient altars were often
erected on top of pyramidal piles, each a sort
of four-squarc staircase; and temples nearly

always stood on hillsides. Like the modern
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