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n through. In Greek, dug it apart. No small dis-
::-hunw u‘m‘ speaker and hearers below, the noise of dig-
ging, the ummg down of dust and larger fragients of
earth, the increase of light as the aperture grew larger,
the sight of perspiring figures above, and at last the

le and helpless fnvalid lowered and lald out on the

loor. L In Gre camp bed, a stretcher. No
bedstends in the Orfent. 5. Their faith. The faith
of the sick man, who had doubtless asked to be carried,
and that of the four, who believed it worth while to
make great exertions to fultill bis desire. It was a
larger faith than the leper's; it sald not only he can
heal, but he will. It was a belief that reckoned the

etting into Jesus's presence equivalent to recovery.
s‘nllh. He saw in their faith larger possibilities, and
with the quick response of divine love he did for them
abundantly above what they had asked or thought,
Jesus sew more in the man than we can: he may have
seen bis sins as the cause of his disease and a grief for
his sins deeper than his yearning for health. Somn,
The Greek is *“*child,” betokening an address of en-
couragement. Matthew adds, **be of good cheer.
i . Does not sickness sometimes so reveal the
goul's condition that one desires spiritual peace more
than recovery? Are forgiven. * Be forgiven,” is
too much like a wish, Jesus speaks of what he kuows,
He has forgiven the man himself.

1I. us Reproves the Scribes (vers. 6-10), 6,
seribe Their business wus to ropy the Secriptures.
They were professional interpreters, walking commen
tators, whose learning was mixed with pride. Read
what Jesus said about them as a class, Matt. 23, They
have heard of the new teaching (1. 22) in Capernaum.
and are glad they ean listen for themselves. Where
were they from 7 See Luke 5, 17), Sitting. In the best

ts (M ti. 23, 6. Rev. Ver.), in'the attitude of listeners,
Inquiring about the motives of Jesns,

Thisman, Greek, * this," expressing scorn. Thu
wpeak. lle speake either with reckle-sness or else
with intentional falsity, Blasphemes, Belittles
divine, by speaking of it ns u human prerogative,
Who can forgive. The earnest question sustains the
charge of blasphemy, If none but God can pardon, no
iy should ever pretend thut he can do so,
] Jesus makes a swift reply to their

In his wpirit. Not in his henrt, ag
all (1.10) the descent of the Spirit and
perception here (Acts 10, 38;
g, Or, in these ways., He
meets thel im by a proof of the faulti-
ness of their reaxoning : You rea~on that the man is

=

they have been!) 9. Whether. Which one of twe
courses, 10, ay kmow. Ry an infullible proof
brought to your own senses, Son of man, A title up-
plied by Jesus to himself, but never used by Lis di

le<, except once by the dying Stephen (Acts 7. s
'he seribes would remember Dan. 7. 13, and understand
Jesus's use of it usu claim to Messiuhship, *1It is the
name by which the Lord ordinarily in one pregnant
word designates himsell as the Messiah, the Son of God
manifested in the flesh of man—the second Adam; and
to it belong all those conditions of humilintion, suffere
ing, and exaltation which it behooved the Suviour of
men to go through."—Alford. He confirms their res
soning that he is human.  He will not simply suy that
he i8 God (John 1.1).  He is human as well us divine,
Touched with a feeling of humnn infirmities, destined
to die for human sing, he has n right to forzive men
their sins (Jolin 8, 11). 12, Arose. How pleased the
tour men looking wn through the roof must lave
been now! The forgiveness of she man's sins must
have been us unexpected to tihem as to the seribes, and
not quite satisfuctory. Take up thy bed, Compare
John 5. 1-18.

II1. Jesus Heals the Paralytic (vers. 11, 12). 11, 1
say unto thee. 1 bid one lying hefore me paralyzed
to do whut he eannot in his own strength possibly do.
He thus demonstrates the presence of some other
power thun that of the man aiddressed. or possessed by
any man.  Go unto thine houre.  Not * walk,” u=in
ver. 9, but proceed home as naturally as any well man
would. Took up the bed,  Promptly performed a
physieal uet which shows the completeness of his res-
toration.  Went forth, le dil not have to get
out throuzh the roof, there's room to pass through the
press now, No place in their hearts ympathy, but
plenty for wonder. Before them all. * Scribes in-
cluded. Every body who heard Jesus usk, * Which is
asier? had full opportunity to see that a miracie
Wwas us easy to him as saying the man was forgiven,

Applcation,

Can facts of this lesson as
to fulfill Mark's design in rceording them? (See
Definition, Lesson I, See. 1. (¢) and (d), Wio for-
ave sins? (ver. 9.)  Did the one torciven know it* Do
you know that your sins arve forgiven® Does e:xch of
your pupils know this for himsel How may Le?
R Gal.4.6.) ...Did Moses, Elijuh, or Pinlever
I forgive theet ' Did not Jesus cluim di-
vinity? See John 5. 27. 28, Are uny in your
ful on thix fund 1 i The

o €0 use the

not forgiven, and hence that Lam Iiip!»um und ph

ous in gaying o, You think I say he is forgiven, becauge
I can thus deeceive the common peuple more ensily
You think I would not dare say, * Be henled,” becuuse
that would require a miraele. and you reagon that in
pretending to do what only God can do wy pretense
would be detected, I will now proceed to claim divine
power in a realm where you ean judge for fnum-lw-
whether I really posses- such power, or only pretend
that 1 do. I will command this man to do what God
alone ean enable him to do.  You will he able then to
see thut your reasoning s ot fault.

(How startled must

al question® e of

co-operation (ver.8). Whut people can do when they.
work together. When Christ is in a home it gets
nolsed abroud ( LG T 7)out of
4 -Operiis

or to bring others to him,
Have yon, huve nuy of your pupils, proved this®.... The
salvation of u soul more important thun the symmetry
of n legscn or sermon. .. Salutation: * How is your
health#™  Move importan P your sins forgiven? ™
3 .ohn 2. Are not other applicitions sugeested to
you! One's own are often best, .\ editute, i

HOME KEAD
Ferziveness and healing.
T'u. Forgiveness and healing,
W Forgiveness with Gaod.
Th. Prayer for pardon, 'sa 25, 1-11,
F. Saving the lost, Luke 19,

N
L)

LN

Mk 2. 1-12,
Mark 2. 18-17,
i, 120,

0
Forgive, as ye ure forgiven. Luke6.
Psa. 103, 1-12.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Who forgiveth all thine iniguities; who healeth
all thy diseases, l’l\lldm, 3.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 85, Dominion Hymnal,
I am coming to the cross;
1 am poor, and weak, and blind,
No. 86, Dominion Hymnal,
Iam thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
And it told thy love to me.
No. 78, Dominion Hymnal,
All my doubts I give to Jesus,|

I've his gracious promi e heard,

. Rejoicing in forgiveness,

TIME.—27 A. D.
PLACE.—Capernanm,
RULERS.—8ame as before,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION. ~Forgiveness,

QUESTIONS FOR §

1. Forziving Iniquiti.

What evide ol the great popularity of Jesos in
this lesgon?

What ut this time seems to have been his one pur-
pose? b

For what purpose only did he perform miracles$

What was it moved Jesus 1o say 1o the palsied man,
“8on, thy sins," ete.$

How had grent faith been shown?

Wiy ghould Jesus have made the response he did to
their net¥

Did lie do it to provoke controversy?

What makes this day specially important in the Lis-
tory of his life-work?

'DENTS,

! passed upon him by some present?
What argument is contained in Jesus's question to
the scribes?




