
- RANCIS Bacon, born in London, January 22nd, 1561,
%vas tlue son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, Eliz.abetb'"s Keeperjof the Great Seal. Frorn bis early boybood he rnar.i-
fested superior powers of intellect, whicb, allied to an

ardent love of knowledge, gave every promise of that eminence lie
was subsequently to attain.

Sent to Carnbridgre at tbe age of thirteen, lie quitted it tbree
vears later d;ssatisfied with the course of study thEre pursued.
Thence he wvent to Paris in tbe suite of the Englisb Arnbassador ;
and the result of bis stay in the French capital wvas the wvork after-
wvards publishied, Of Mew State q/ Europe. Returning, ta England
he adopted the profession of lawv, but did flot attain success with

arapîdity due to bis talents, cbieflv owingr to the hostiiîy of bis
uncle, Queen Elizabeth's first minister, Lord Burleighi, wvbo
regarded bimi as a dangerous rival to bis own son.

But through tbe instrumientality of bis patron, the Earl ot
Essex, Bacon procured some advancement, and wvas presenîed
wvith a mazgnifiCent estate. For ail this kindness, however, Bacon
returnecl nothing but flagrant ingratitude. XVhen Essex wvas sub-
sequeritly brought ta trial for treason, after bis unfortunate unfor-
tunate expediti on ta Ireland, Bacon, the mnan vwbo should bave
beesi bis friend and defender, carne forivard, as bis accuser wvitb
tongue and pen.

Ini 61%) under King lamnes, Bacon became Cbancellor, w'ith
tbe tille of Lord Verulam, ancd the next year that of Viscount of
St. Albans. But in order to, procure rnoney Nvherewith ta, suppor.t
the extravagance in which lie lived, lie resorted ta uiiscrupulous
and very illegal nietbads of increasing bis revenues. Having been
accused by Parlianient of venality and corruption, lie fully con-
fessed the crimes laid to bis charge, and %vas condenined ta pav a
fine of -Ç4o,ooo, and ta be conflned in ilue tower during tlue king's
pleasure. Howvever lie ivas soon re]eased by James, and procured

full revocation of bis sentence. During- the remainder of bis


