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Holy Mass, some of their successors celebrate the Lord's Stipper
wvith pure water in which dried raisins have been soaked for
twventv-four hours."

The barbarous admixture of cruelty and licentiousness w'ith
which many of the Christian practices mentioned above wvere
stained, was the natural outcome of the death or dispersion of
the first preachers of the Gospel, wvhich wvas followed by the
,graduai relapse of the natives into their heathenish customs.

Impressed as they wvere by the presence on our continent of
such numerous vestiges of Christian civilization, the early Spanishi
discoverers cast about for the causes of thern. Several of the
learned men of the time, unable to imagine how Christian mis-
sionaries could have preceded the Spaniards in the evangelization
of these ancient tribes, ascribed the introduction of these Christian
practices to flic work of the Dcvii. This thcory, however, is gene-
rally rejected as contrary to common sense, for as Dr. deMier
truiy says : " The enemy of the Gospel is not so stupid as to
prepare tlie human mids to, receive it, by making thcmn believe its
highcst mysteries. Such ridiculous explanations only finishi prov-
ing that the facts are uinden,ýiable."

Real historical causes should be found in order to account for
the presence of Christian faith and Christian rites in ancient Arn
erica,-and wvhcre else can wve find the origin of ancient American
Christianitv but ini the fact of some immigratior to our continent
from some Christian country, or at least of the arrivai of a fewv
men who may have planted here tlic seeds of Christianity.

Nothingc then remains but to ascertain whether such Christian
immigrations were from the EasV or the West-from Asia or
Europe. Howvever, as it is not within the scope of the present
article ta rumnmage the pages oi histary for traces of the cauntry
from wvhich these immigrations proceeded, sufice it to say that flic
reader w'ill be amiply rewarded who, will foIIowv the learned Father
de Roo, in his search throughi the lanes and by-wvays of history for
the solution of the difficulty, and if thiere be a drop of Celtic blood
in bis veins, lic %vil] feel the kcenest pleasure and pride upon ob-
scrving that same acute historian, after a most minute and rigid
aiîalysis of ail the lîistorical evidence bearina, on the case, finally


