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of letters, and regarded the fine arts asý a dis 'graccful, inheritance
of the people they had conqucred; that for a tihne even the con-
quered peoples of Romne lost taste for the sublime and the beautiful.
But then science fonnd friends in the sanetuary and in the cloister,
and the clergy preserved the tradition of literature and art. As
for practical science and the arts, ore we mucli more advanced
than our medieval ancestors? I will here mention a few of the
imiprovements and inventions whichi wu owe to tiiese coinpassionated
moin.

The linien paper on whichi we write is, according to historians,
an invention of the year 1100, and cotton paper wvas used in IlZaly
iu the tenth century. The art of printing, or, rather, the press,
wvas invented in 1436, but priniting was donc by hand iii the tenth
century. That inusie inay now be called a science is due to, an
Italian monk, Guido, wio, deteriniincd tlic scale, hitherto uncertain,
in 1124. Iu the twelfth century flic inariners of Aýmalfi first
applied the knowlcdge of the loadstone to navigation, tlius enabling
the subsuqucnt Italian navigators to proseuxte geograplikal dis-
covery. In those days of alleged ignorance, and hience of presumed
negleet of st.udy, spectacles, one of the inost pow'erful aids to study,
were invented by a nxonk of Pisa, in 1285. Othier notable inven-
tions w'ere: Gunpowder, in 1278; eugraving, in 1410, and oul paint-
ing, in 1415.

By a people's language we tan sureiy judge of their refine-
mient and intellectual. developinent. Graniatical fornis are the
resul.ts of the nianner in Nvicli a nation considers and treats its
language. Ilence it is liard to believe that ignorance va-s the
portion of those times whichi produced the sweet and philosophie
Italian, the majestic, Spanisli, the graceful Frcnch, and the forcible
Englishi and Gerinan tongues. Whien the decay of the Roman
Empire had entailcd that of fixe Latin language the succeeding
jargons could not be called languages, but Christianity took hold
of tlic raw material and mnoulded it into new organizations. Thus
dialeets w'ere transformcd into illustrious languages fit to be intro-
duced into the temple, the sehool, and the conversation of the
learned.

R-ave modern times riva.lled the -Middle Age in architectural
sk-ill and taste? Ail the real triumphs of Buropean architecture
are of medieval. conception and execution.
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