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Qur Contributors,

A NEW REMEDY FOR DULNESS.

BY KNOXONIAN.,

Referring to an article recently publish-
ed in this corner a leading writer in the
literary department of the ‘Globe” says:

yri n the Canada Presbyteriq.u
dra':vs“ gltt”f:ntiion tto the lack of pu}nor nT
most of our publie speakera, and it 1s.true,
a great deal of our public speaking is _un:
utterably long-winded, unuttex_'ably tire
some, unutterably uninte_restmg. Our
orators have plenty of ability of a sort—
the ability of a hard-headed _and success-
ful man of business, with an mtermmab}e
flow of language; but \vh(?,t they. lack is
imagination. There is cer'tzpply no 1qhergnt
wane of intellectual flexibility or vivacity
in the Canadian people, for I lzelleve. that
this country, as soon as every lm‘pedlmer.lt
is removed from its free dev?lopment, VyVll]
produce the ablest people in every \\agi
upon the continent; but there Is o genle_rah
mental and spiritual ldepresslpn whic
necessarily results from the maintenance
of an inferior colonial position. Beyond a
certain point—that point, viz., \yhen the‘
national spirit begins to shqw Jtself‘, as
it is now distinetly doing Wlth.us.—lt is
impossible for a people‘ to remain in the
attitude of colonists without intellectual
deterioration—especially detenora'tmn in
all those actlvities of the mind which pall
into play the imagination and t,l.le f{ner
emotions dependant upon the_ imag_mat.lon.
As long as the status quo is maintained
we must be prepared to an unusual degree
of dulness in an unnecessarily large propor-
of our public speakers. It is a not.ice:able
in this connection that the most brilliant,
amiable and vivacious of all our orators,
the Hon. Mr. Laurier, is an advocate of
independence. .

The theory in the foregoing is that dul-
ness in Canadian public speaking 1s czfus:ad
by our “‘inferior ecolonial pOS?thIl" YA
great deal of our public speaking is }xn-
utterably long-winded, unutterably t'lre-
some, unutterably uninteresting’ manfly
becase our orators are lacking in imagin-
ation and the finer emotions (leI.)ende.nt
upon the imagination”, and their 1ma‘g1n-
"ation is dull because they are colom_sts.

Is it a fact that colonial politicians are
lacking in imagination? We may easily_be
mistaken but we have the idea that some
of them ‘have that faculty abnormal!y
well developed. To say nothing about vivid
predictions it would be the simplest thing
in the world to mention instances in which
some of our colonial statesmen draw upon
their imagination for their facts. Indeed
We have men who when hard pushed can
call upon their imaginative faculty for
their figures—not figures of rhetoric but
the figures we use in the multipli_(zxtion
table. Quite likely a goodly number of
people think that the great trouble v_v.ith
some of our public men is that they are
millionaires In imagination.

Perhaps, however, the literary gentle-
man who writes in the Globe, means that
they do not use the imagination in arrang-
ing the form of their speeches. The m_iztter
of a speech —the facts, arguments, and
even the statistics may be a pure produ_ct
of the imagination while the form may be
as bald, and unintereesting,and cold as a
Muskoka rock in the month of January.
The thing required is imaginative power
that can be utilized in lightening™ and
polishing up public utterances so that they
may be read with Interest by people of
good taste and may at the same time
help to refine and cltivate the taste of
the reader or hearer. Undoubtedly there
is ample room for Improvement along tlTis
line and it ig not by any means confined
to the political arena. There Is a deluge
of public speaking in Canada every winter
and another in the ecclesiastical month
of June but how much of It is of the im-
pProving kind ag regards the public taste,
There is no doubt, g good deal of the in-
forming kind for which we should be
thankful, but how many speakers do we
hear on the DPolitieal or ecclesiastical plat-
form that it 15 a real pleasure to hear.
How many do we hear that can give us
information, improve our taste, and pleage
us at the gsame time?Not many.

Supposing this fact 1s admitted can we
accont for it by saying, we are colonlsts?

Can we meng matters by Independence or
Imperia) Federation?

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Let us imagine a cage. Mr. Brutus sits
down to prepare a speech. Mr. Brutus is
4 mere colonist, a believer in the status
quo, in the meantime. He says to himself,
“Now I have matter enough for a speech
an hour long # I take it any way it may
come but if I arrange it and condense it
I can get through in half an hour or
perhaps less. But then I am a mere col-
onijal politician and of course must not con-
dense so there ig nothing left for me but
to bore the people for an hour with a
speech that would have much greater ef-
fect if delivered in half an hour.”

“Now how shall I begin? Yes, here ig
4 happy reference that will put me on
good terms with my audience in a twin-
kle. Capitali Splendid! Just the thing I was
looking for. But stop. I occupy ‘“an
inferior colonial position” and must not
make happy ntroductions’.

Good illustration ! Capital ; rings on the
point. Must not uge It. Am only a colonist,

Fine historical allusion—cannot make it.
Am a believer in the status quo. Audience
getting a little tired, might relieve them
by a little anecdote at this point. .Here
is a good one. Must not touch it. Colonists
must not light up with anecdotes.

Poetic selection would come in well
here. Yes, capital ; one in my scrap book.
Fits exactly. Must not quote however.
Quotations are not for Colonists. Blake
may quote now as he has ceased to be a
mere colonist but we unfortunates who
remain in Canada must not quot> anything
good until we have Independence or Im-
perial Federation.

And ths it ig that colonial orators suffer
from the status quo. The statug quo is
bad, it is rulnous to good speaking; it
fetters men who would speak like the best
of Britons were they not haunted contin-
sally with’ the feeling of colonial infer-
ority.

The literary gentleman who writes so
well for the Globe has done one thing,
though it may not be a very good thing.
Every Canadian who makes a dull speech,
or preaches a dull sermon, or writes a dull
article may father the dulness on our
“inferior colonijal position.” It is worth
noting that Mr. Laurier wag just as bright
as he is now before he took up Indepen-
dence and Principal Grant just as eloquent
as he is now before he gave so much at-
tention to Imperial Federation.

Seriously now—does any man feel that
his colonial position compels him to make
dull speeches or preach dull sermong or
write dull articles. Is there any necessary
connection between dulness and colonial
lite?

There is not.

LATE SIR THOMAS McCLURE, BART,

The Irish bapers bring the news of the
death of the above named gentleman,
who for over halfacentury has been g
Prominent tigure in the North ot Ireland.

Thomas MeClure was born in Belfast
in 1806. He was descended from ances-
tors who fought under King Wililam, at
the battle of the Boyne.
a Presbyterian ancestry ;
was the Rev. John Thoms
beside Belfast ; and hig brother wag the
late Rev. William McClure of London-
derry, the author of some sermons on the
“Plea of Presbytery,” among the ablegt
books on DPolemical subjects ever publish-
ed in Ireland; ang who, with some other
distinguisheq delegates, visited this eoun-
try in behalf of Irish missions ;
also Convener of the Colonial Mi
connection with the General Assembly.

The subject of our sketch had other re-

lations in the ministry of the Presbyter-
ian Church.

Like many others o
of the North of Irela
In mercantile life, a

His was also
his grandfather
on,of Cammeny,

he was
ssion in

f the rugged youth
nd he engaged ea,r‘l'y
nd in course of time

ally dispensed on

charitable and Dhilan-
thropic objects.

A large estate known as

! ,and hav-
Ing at considerable cost improved thig pro-

perty it soon became one of the attractive
suburbs of Belfast. At hig own cogt he
erected the handsome church, known as

B2lmont Presbyterian Church, which wag
then regarded ag one of the handsomest
edifices of the kind in the city., Mr. Mec-
Clure was warmly attached to the church
of his fathers, and in those days Presby-
terianisimn was not considered the religion
of gentlemen, who often turned over to
the English Church when they began to
drive earriages. Ag an elder he was regu-
lar in his attendance on the Church Courts;
and his advice on general matters affect-
ing the interests of the Church was often
sought.

Mr. McClure was in no sense an orator;
and was wanting in many of the traits of
character which distinguished his country-
men; still he had aspirations and Ambi-
tions for publie life. In 1864 he was
High Sheriif for Antrim County, and vice-
lieutenant for Down County ; but these
positions did not satisfy the ambition of
the wealthy, but humble member of the
Presbyterian Church ; and although hig
political opinions were not very generally
known,stiil he wag supposed to be a Whig,
whieh 25 years ago meant a different thing
from what it does to-day. At that time the
Whigs were very aggressive, but now

they would be regarded as Conservative.
In faet, so far as I can remember, Mr.

McClure might have been called anything
at that time, except an out and out Tory.
He was known to have Liberal leanings
towards the farmers on the Tenant-right
question, although he was an extensive
landed proprietor himself. Being anxious
to get into parliament at the general elec-
tion in 1868 he contested the borough of
Belfast, espousing the I iberal cause, al-
though the constituency was strongly
Conservative; and owing to a split in the
Orange vote which always goes Conservi-
tive, to the great surprise of many he
carried the seat and wag declared one of
the sitting members. Having voted with
his chief during the parliament he fell with
him at the dissolution in 1874, At the
next election Mr. McClure was a candidate
and although conscious that he wasg lead-
ing a forlorn hope, he faced the fight like
@4 man; bhut the Conservatives having
closed their ranks he was defeated after
a hot contest. Being relegated to private
life, and for the services which he rendered
to the Gladstone Government he was creat-
4 baronet, and ever afterwards had the
confidence of hig chief, Mr. Gladstone,

By the lamented death of the Rev. Dr.
Smyth, M.P., professor of theology in
MaGee College, Derry, in 1878 a vacancy
occurred in Derry County, and Sir Thomas
McClure was pointed to as the coming
man, and after a hot contest in whieh he
Was supported by guch men as the late
Rev. Dr. Witherow anq many other min-
isters, he wasg elected by a large majority,

Fromavariety of reasons thig county
Wwas the scene of many political conflicts;
for, Within a period of ten years, there
were five electiong involving the expendi-
ture of‘alarge amount of money.

As vice-lieutenant and member of par.
liament Sir Thomas MeClure rendered val-
uable service to the Presbyterians of Ire-
land. In government appointments they
never had got their ful] share of honors, ag
those were reserved for members of the
English and Roman Catholijc churches. It
was,however,on the Question of Digegtab.-
lishment that Sip Thomas MeClure served
over church in g special manner. He wag
sent to Parliament by one of the

been obtained by any other member who
would have been opposed to the govern-
ment.

Sir Thomasg McClure wasg warmly at-
tached to the G. 0. M.; hut it is sald that
since the Home Rule agitation commenced
he deeply deplored the course which

his
former leader has adopted. He was iden-
tified with many of the religious organiza-

tions in Belfast, and was a wa
of the Y. M. C. A. since itg organization,
and in many ways his death wil] leave
a blank that will not he easily filled.

For some time he has been
of Edinburgh
vanced in life, he enjoyed good health un.
til within g few weeks when the end came
s}uldgnly. The hon. gentleman wag mar-
ried in 1877 to Migs Mactie, of Dreghorn
Castle, Mldlot.hian, who survives him: byt
there is no tamily. K

Toronto, Feb, 6th, 1893,
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A REVIEW OF THE SITUATION
IN HAWAIL

Faith Fenton in The Weck. ito-
The Hawaiian revolt is not an avho
gether unexpected event to those W 1
have watched the progress, commereial ]i;t
politieal, of this group of islands foss
have been wo fitly termed  “ The Cr
Roads of the Pacific.” er-
It is but & natural sequence in the sw
les of events that during the past [of a
years has transformed Hawaii fl.Omthe
&roup of unknown heathen isles tO ple
Chri:stianized, progressive and valud
little tropical kingdom of to-day. jon
Given a two thirds native pop“mtinz
in blood and sympathy ; who, possess ot
all the elements of good cltizenship, {,e
labour under the disadvantages ine‘”mder
to a people but recently brought um m
civilizing influences, who desire t0 BOY
but do not know how ; given a one thl 0
foreign element, ehiefly Teutonie, who 818
desire to govern and do know how ; glvé"
also a queen who hag always disliked th‘e
constitutional form of government forc;
upon her Predecessor, king Kalakaua, & :
who has long sought opportunity t0 ril
store the ancient power of the throne—aP
We have the elements of the smO“’dermg
discontent that has broken out at lengt
into open revolution. 8
To these existing internal conditio;:e
Must be added the strategic value of t e
islands in the eyes of the nations, & valﬂa
80 inereased during the past fifteen yeal‘_
that it has set America weaving her fif
est web and singing her most dulcet 501.18"
if haply she may woo this pretty Pa‘,cmc
fly within her meshes. IH
The international interest in HaW”ll
grows altogether out of its geog"“phica.
Dosition. It g the only convenient cone
Ing station in the great Pacific. It I8 tht,
haltway house across the vast roll of W&
continents:
From Vancouver to Australasia, from saf(l)
Francisco to Hong Kong, from Valparalss
to Yokohama, thig gronp of islands ne‘
almost midway—the natural port of 8uP
ply and call for the ships of all nations*
More than this, it is the one intersecting
point for all eable communications 8cros®
the Pacific. e
It Australia wishes to comm“nmnta
With British Columbla, she must do 80 ¥
Honolulu ; i the British station Hon#
Kong would wire to Canada, the most fé?
sible route of transmission is by way O.
Honolulu, 1t stangg unique in its COI;,
manding position, o commercial centre
the heart of a great sea—the one coaliﬂff
statlon, harbour, port of supply—the m_
tersecting pomt of ay communication b‘;
tween two great continents and hall
dozen countries, e
Because then of ite position, Hawall ar-
Sumes an importance politically and Inte r
nationally, that ig possessed by no Othet
group of islands of similar gize In any P8F
of the world, n
‘Without entering into any ‘““cussloi.
of the early history of this group of f,rol’o
cal islands—a history that can only g,_
back a little over 100 years,—a brlef ﬂ;n
ference to the first foreign interference p
Hawailan government will not be “mlsc:
and will aid ug in making clear the PT
sent situation. the
In 1844 the quarrels between 18-
French ang English gettlers upon the or
lands, compelled the natives to appeal f’r
brotection, which wag granted, and the ’
independence guaranteed to them by Eng‘
land, France anq Amerlca. The gOverne
ment was constitutional, yot with mti
monarchieal powers, untll King Kalaka? l:
who wag hoth profligate and erratic, uts
armed the English and Amerlcan res]deﬂt_
DY his conduct; and in 1887 they ex&‘;
ed his aseent to a new constitution Wh o
deprived him anq future soverelghs p-
nearly all volee or control in the gOVer
ment, peir
Queen Lilluckalani, who was then 1a-
presumptive, objected meriously to K& -
kaua’s submission, and gecretly enco‘lo
2ged a native revolt, with the view ©
regalning the surrendered pereogatlves '
which revolt, however, came to noth"‘&;
TTnon her accesslon to the throne very sot:e ‘
after, there was much doubt among



