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FEMALE HYMNr WRITERS

BY REV. JOHN DUNBAR,

MR. EDITOR,-As you have -once and again in the past
placed before your readers notices cf seme of our more note-
werthy hymn writers and as those if I ightly rememben were
ail cf the masculine race, it might net be eut cf place te give
some very brief notices cf a few cf the mest favoured, cf the
other sex, who have shown that they are fan from iacking in
peetic power by net a few cf their hymns, which in beauty
and ferveur will net suifer in corripanison wth the greatly
giftcd cf their fellow-men.

Among these Miss Anne Steele welli menits the flrst place,
alike in the tume, the number and' the excellency cf her'
hynins. Hon father was a Baptist minister wbo died about
the tume she had attained te womanhood. By an accident in
cbildheod she became a life-long invaiid, yet net se as te de-
prive cf ber cf doing niuch for hen Savieur te whom she de-
ligbted te devote ber ioving life. Hon more farniliar bymns
are Il Father, whate'er cf oarthly Bliss,'> "lDean Refuge cf my
weary Seul," IlThe Savieun, oh, wbat endless Charms " and1
IlFather of Mercies, in Thy Word." The shade cf affliction
is more on less seen in the flnst two.

During the saine period the devoted Lady Huntingdon
spent an active life in the service cf hon Savieur and espoci-1
ally in the great revival cf the eighteenth century. Though at1
once the daughter cf an earl and the wife cf an earl, yet pos-
sessing nuch cf the spirit of hen Master, she made much cfi
,vr rank and hen wealth for the pr3rnotien cf fervid evarigeli-i

Irlreligion. She did much te encourage Whitefleld in bis
marvellous ministerial work,-est abli shed 'a college which
still exists, and when she died a century age, there were
sixty-four congregatiens which were originated and fostered
by ber efforts under the naine of IlThe Countess of Hunting-
dcn's C%-on nection." She wrote, besides others, IIWhen, Thou
my ighteous Judge shaît corne."1 Such a lîfe as she led might
well stimulate other ladies et wealth and oppenîunity te " go
and do likewise."

Anether, theugh a little later, yet a conternpenany, was
Mrs. Barbauld, whose father and husband were each Pnesby-
teniati ministers. She spefit a long life in teaching and espec-
iaily in literary labeur. Ail ber compositions are charactenised
by simplicity cf feeling, an easy flewing stylo and cf a pure
and olevated sentiment. 0f ber many hymns Il How Blest
the Rigbtecus when HoetDies " may ho negarded as a fair
sample. She died in 1825.

Others theugh hemn in the last century, but wbose life's
activities extended fan into this, may now ho noticed. Amcng
these was the gifted godiy çwoman, Miss C. Elliot, the des-
cendant cf a pious parentage, being granddaughten and
daughter, as well as siston cf highly esteemed ministens. She
suffered much during a long life on accourt of sickness and
bereavor- eni, but aIl this was net fruitless, seeing she was
second te few in the nuniben and nature cf hon hyrnns, whicb
at once nank high ini poetic menit and are icb in spirituality.
She was cennected ini the cengregatien in London cf which
the notable Edward Irving was minister. Hon best known,
though it -may net be hen best hymn, is IlJ ust as I arn," etc.,
othors being more pcetic yet net less spiritual. Il My Gcd, îs
any Heur sc Sweet ?" and "'Tîs the Blessed Heur cf Prayen,"
net oniy speak fer themselves but for the character cf
others.

0f the samo period, and each immortaiizing henscîf by a
single hymn, were Miss Williams, a iitenary lady wbo wrote
IlWhilst Thee I seek, Pnotecting Power.» aise M. de Fleuny
who wrcte the scul-stirring lyric, " Ye Angels whc stand round
the Threne." The precieus bynin which bas ccmfontcd and
cheered se many meurners even dean departed cnes, IlAsleep
in Jesus, Blessed SlOOp," was written by a Mns. McKay, while
one akin te it in nature and power, "Saviour.like a Shepherd
lead us," was written by a Miss Thnupp. Another notable
hymn, " Nearer My Cod, te Tbee," second te none in its well-
merited and wenld-wide popuiarity, was written hy Miss
Adamis, a literary lady and a Unitanian. This bynin bas been
translated into many languages and has donc much net enly
te lift up Christians but heathens as well.1

As we cerne dewn te the middle and botter haif cf this
century we flnd a notewortby v.olume entitled IIHymns and

Chunch in hon twclty-sixtb year.
Not a littie lady litenature..cf a religicus cast bas been

produced specially for cbildnen. Prominent among these
witers are Misses A. and J.' Taylor in their "lOriginal

't"'HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Pers for Infant Minds." Also Mrs. Aiexander's "Hymns
for Infant Minds,» much admired for their simplicity and de-
voutness. Mrs.Gillin teaching berinfantclass thelesson having
reference to angels, a littie girl said, 111 want to be an angel."i
The littie girl was soon thereafter callcd bence and the hymn
which bas been a comfort to many was written to be sung at
ber funeral. The hymn beginning "'We speak of the rmalins
of the blest,» was written by Mrs. Milîs, wbo, three weeksi
thereafter, entered the eternal world in hallowed peace and
heavenly hope.

[t need scarcely be said that there is flot a littie religious*
lady poetrv that is flot lyrical. Among such writers on the
other side of the Atlantic mnay be noticed Mrs. Browning and
Misses Ingelow and Rossetti. The more noted of the lyrics
of the latter are Il I bore with Thee " and "lLong Barren."
On this side of the Atlantic the first te risc te reputatien as a
poetess was the very voluminous writer, Mrs. Sigourney.
Her hymns,, bowever, are flot of the bigbcst menit; among
these "lLabourers of Christ arise," and '&Blest Comferter
Divine " are thc best. The worthy and well-known hymn 'I
love te steal away awhilc," was written by Mrs. Phoebe
Brown. Added to these, theugh of a later date, may be men-
tioned the namnes of Mrs. Prentiss and Mrs. Stowe with
Misses Carey, Warren and Crosby, and many besides who
have been or are stili contributing flot a little to the poctic
ticasures of the Christian Churcb. Wbile many have
cheerily exchanged these sacrcd songs cf earth for the celestial
symphonies of heaven, they arc yct no less helpful if not needful
in guiding and comfortmng many who arc now on the patbway
to glory.

FREQ UENT RESIGNA TIONS.

MR. EDITOR.,-While resignations of the pastorate are bo-,i
ceming alarmipgly frequent, a few remarks on the subject by
the late Professor Pond, D).D., of Bangor Theolegical Semin-
ary, may be profitably censidered. He presents a varicty of
reasons whicb may hclp to account for it :

There are aspects of the times ini wbich we [jvc wbicb
must flot be passed over in this connection. They arc times
cf great rcstlessness-uneasiness of the public mmid. This is
truc witb respect to other things, as well as religion. Men
have lest in great measure tbe staid, contented, conservative
character of their ancestors. If tbey travel their speed must
be five times as great as that cf any former generation. If
they engage ' in business, their gains, in order te be satisfactory,
must be four or five times as large. If a congregatien is te be
buiît up, the work must lie dene rapidly, or the minister is
net the man for it, and must be dismissed. Mcn seem te have
torgotten the important scriptural duty ef waiting upon Ged.
Everything must be donc for cffcct-immediate effect ; and if
important resuits arc net immediatcly visible, the labour is
regarded as thrown away. Every observer cf the times must
admit that the acceunt here givcn is substantially truc ; and if
truc, it furnishes a reason for the presont unsettled state of the
ministerial relation.

The present, aise, are times whcn more is expcctcd cf
ministers than was formcrly the case ; more study, more gene-
rai knowlcdge, more public speaking, more labour cf every
kind. This increased demand often exceeds the ability cf the
ministes-cither physical or mental, or, both. The individual
breaks down under the labour imposed upen him. He could
have borne the labours cf a previeus age ; but the demands of
the present exceed bis strength. His.health and bis courage
fail bim and be is obligcd te retire.

The grounds of dissatisfaction with ministers in these days
are vanieus, and some cf tbem te the last degrec unreasenable.
It is not enough with many that tbeir minister is learncd, picils,
sound, faithful, unexceptionable in character, and amiable in
disposition and depcrtmnent. Some do net quite like bis man-
ner in the pulpit. He is net sufficiently captivating and popu-
lar ; not cloquent enough ; flt great cnougb for SO great a
people as they fancy themsclves te be. Some tbink that he
does net visit enough, and ethers that lie does net study
enough. Some think bis services toc long; others, tee short.
Some object that ho is not a revival preachen, and that bis

as te say that the pastor is deficient. " Our minister is-ignor-
ant, and nerds te be enlightened. Or ho is dull an.d stupid,
and needs te be awakened. At best, h o es net understand
the subject cf revivals, and needs some, one te go before hlm
in this meut important pait of ministenial wokk."1

On the supposition thet a pastor is in health, and is physi-
cally competent te the diýschaxge cf his duties, I sec not:how

an evangelist can be called in te bise hcip, at ieast by his people,
50 that the fact cf thein calling bim shaîl net seem to-utter it-
self in language like that whicb bas been given abeve. And
it needs ilo groat acquaintance witb mon and things to under-
stand that a pastor can not long live, and retain bis standing
and reputation, under such cincumstances. He must inevitsbly
sink, at least for a time. Ho may recover himself after a
season, wben bis people shall become sensible cf their mistake,
and botter counsels shdIl prevail. But the probxbility is, that
division and alienation w.11 be excited, the church will be rent
asunder, and a dissolution cf the pastoral relation will ensue.

[t may be furthen remarked, that a frequont resort to evan-
gelists must necessarily tend te break up the quiet, settled
habits cf a people, and induce what the apostle cails Ilitcbing
cars.") They become fend cf change and excitement, and,
like tbe Athenians cf old, wouldI ho glad te spend their time
in telling or hearing sonie new thing. They thînk little cf
steadfast, bcly living, but much cf impulses and impression;
and ho who succeeds best in awakening these is, te them, the
best minister. An uneven, fltful state cf religicus feeling is
thus produced, lacking Cbnistianity and uniform.ity. When a
revival cf religion is feit te be needed, instead cf humbling
theniselves before God, and seeking blessings at His hand, the
flnst thought is te send for an cvangelist. Nothing can be
donc te any purpose witbout him. While ho is present ail
hands engage in the work ; but wben ho retires, exertien 15
relaced, and the excitement is followed by a season cf slumber.

[n every view wbich I can take cf the subject, therefore, a
systornatic. evangelism is of disastrous influence, botb upon
paster and people. [t is a breaking i upen the establisbed
orden cf the gospel, and would result, if generally followed, in
tbe dissolution cf that onder. Froni the nature cf the case,
madon evangelists and settlod pastons cannot long exist to-
gether. Hoco, if the former are te be generally patronized,
the latter miust soon disappear froni the Cbunch. And thon
oun cengregations mnust either do without ministers. er must
depend for a supply on itinerants and evangelists. The min-
istenial character in a little time would lose aIl respect,- and
weno it net that wc rely on the sure proisie of God, we sbeuld
fear that the Cliurch cf Christ migbt ho rcoted froni the
eartb. ALIQUIS.

IN THE STRBETS 0F TRIPOLI.

Ia the variegated crowd fllling the streets scores of
types may ie, distinguished: Arabes cf the town, draped ini
their blankets like Romans in their togas, and, in tact, the
Iljaram " je the direct descendant cf the toga and, judging
fromn it.s [coke, seems te have retained ail the dis-t et those
intervening centuries ; othere, whoee costunme consista
simply cf a flewing robe,generally white, or, te ho preciso,
which was once white 1 Semetimes this robe je cf silk et
vivid hue, and the effeet cf that gay note in a bit ot stroot
je like a poppy in a wheat-field. Bédouine, whcse ilib,
wiry and strcngly muscied, ehine a superb bronze colour
through their scanty coverings, elbow Jews in ridiaulous
coetumes, haîf native and hait Enropean. In a tew
moments one has met with an infinite variety ot negroos,
frein the pure type almeet without ncee and with onormous
jawbones' and huge lips te those wheee lineamenta are
absolutely Caucasian. Porters, in simple tunies cerdod
about the waiet, carry heavy swinging bales on long polos
reeting on their shculders, cheering their pregreas the
while with an invocation tc Allah and hie innumorablo
prophete, chanted by an old man and rep&ated by thse
chorus; a true eeng cf savage, bursting ferth like a fn
t are et trumpets. Veiled women, volumineusly wrMppod,
pues by like ambiing bundios et clothes. Offloors by
scores, those et the new sehool, stiff but nbat, trying te
resemble their German confrères, sinoe the tashion ini
Turkish circles je toi imitate the lions cf the day ; thé eider
officers kindly lceking enough, but in what misérable
costumes 1 Moorish dandies etrlI and pose languidly
about, seemingly abeerbed in preeerving their immaculate
patent-leather slippers frein an impertinent fLcck of dis-t.
Cratty.featured Greeke and Levantinée thread their msi'-
uating way ameng the motiey groupe. At eaoh stop it ià
a new tableau, and the desire seizes yen te etop while the-
eyee follew a curieus type, and turning trom it with regre
yenlsee ten aR inteArAisting.-Frm Trpoli t Babary

socety *as progressing faveurabiy, and that it new counte
nem'bers ini Rolland, Russia, and tar-oif Japan. A depot

tes- the sale et "n ational" garments hue hoon establiehed
in Sîcane Street, which, however, je net yet self-support.
ing. A note et compromise was .eunded in the announcé-
ment et the inmportation etfBorne Japanese ailka,.11 quaipit
and durable, and suitable for ordinary gowns as w-ail as
divided skirs-t."
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