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CHATTERBOX JUNIOR. (Toronto ., Willing & Whl-
linmson.)—A year of this sell-known children's
periadical, bound in illuminated cover, with a beauti-
ful coloured frontispiece, makes a very handsome
Christmas present,

QUEENS COLLEGE JOURNAL.—With the first num-
ber tor the season, which has ju-t appeared, tlus lively
and vigorcus publication enters upon 1ts uinth volume.
It is issued ance a fortnight during the session under
the direction of the Alma Mater Society of Queen's.

VENNOR'S WEATHER ALMANAC FOR 1882, (To-
ronto News Company.)—Mr. Vennor’s general fore.
casts of the scasons, based on meteoralogical know-
ledge and close observation, have been found suffi.
ciently correct to be useful. It is when he comes
down to weeks and days that he fails,

THE PRESBVTERIAN COLLEGE JUURNAL—This
“organ of swdent opiminn,” orginated last year as a
private enterprise, enters upon its second volume with
a very full editorial staff, under the auspices of the
Alma Mater Society of the Mantreat Presbytenian Col-
lege. It is published monthly during the College
session.

STORIES OF ADVERTURE TOLD BY ADVENTURERS.
By Edward E. Hale. (Toronto : Willing & William-
son. Price $1 }—These are no day dreams, but real
adveatures—truth stranger than ficton—well told and
tending to create a thirst for further information.
Those boys who fall in with such books as this, and
are attracted by them, are likely to grow up into
well-infcrimed men.

LiTTLE FOLKS' EVERY-DAY BOOK. (Boston: D.
Lothrop & Co. ; Toronto: Hart & Co.)~Those chil-
dren who get possession of this book will fiad it a
very pleasant companion, It contains a nice thyme
and an illustration for every day in the year, two
printed pages alternating with two blank pages to be
used as a diary throughout the book. and each month
begins with a full page coloured picture.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND MIDSUMMER SONGS.
(Boston : D. Lothrop & Co.; Toronto * Hart & Co.)—
This exquisite volume would be an acceptable gifi to
any ordinary child either at Christmas or at any other
time. It sings pleasantly of innocent child life, the
chesrfol fireside, and the beautiful and breezy out-
doors., The illustrations are charming, and the
general get-up is very clegant.

SONG SERMONS. By Philip Phillips. (Montreal :
Dawson Bros.; Toronto - Hart & Co.}-- The compiler
of this manual of sacred song is perhaps best known
as “the singing pilgrim.° The work is specially
adapted for evangelistic purposes, and would answer
well for the ordinary prayer meeting. It contains
twelve complete services of praisc and Bible readings.
There are two editions of it—one with the words and
music, the others with ths words only.

A PAGEANT AND OTHER FuiMs. By Chnsuna G.
Rossetti, (Toronto : Willing & Wilkiamson. Frice
$1 25.)— The “ Pageant” is a song of nature, dramati-
cally marshalling the months of the year, each appro-
priately auended. It occupies thirty-two pages of
the book, the remaining 176 pages being taken up
with shortes pieces of miscellaneous character—yeh-
gious and secular, joyous and sad, grave and gay.
The autbor is already favourably krnown.

THE CENTURY MAGAZINE. (New York: The
Century Company)-- Tae Detember number of this
magazine (late “ Scribner’s Monthly ”) has for frontis-
piece a portrait of its late editor, Dr. J. G. Holland,
and the opening article is a prewty full biographical
notice of him. Ameag the illustrations we also find
an engraving from a cast of the face of Abrabam
Lincoln, taken during life, and two portraits of Presi-
dent Garfield—one taken when he was sixteen years
of age, and the other in 1880,

ARrouxND THE Hus A Bov's Book ABOUT Bos-
TON. By Samuel Adams Drake. (Toronto . Willing
& Williamson. Price 52.)— Mr. Drake is well known
as 2 writer on historical subjects,  In this volume he
has succezded in telling pretty much all that can be
told aboyt the city of Boston, past and present, in such
a way that boys who get hold of the book will be apt
to read it. The illustrations, which are very numer-
onus, along with good printing and paper and a taste-
ful eoxterior, add much to the attractivencss of the
book.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESBON XLIX.

Num xxv

Dec. 4, }
10-19.

Dec. 4 BALAAL,

GOLDEN TrXT.—'' A double-minded man is unsta-
ble in all bis ways.”—~James {. 8.

HOME READINGS.

M. Num, xxi. 10-35......8ihon and Og overcome,
T. Num. xxil. 1 41. ....Balak sends for Balaam.
W. Num. xxui, 1-20,.....Balaam's Parable.

Th. Num. xxiv, 1-25......Balaam's Prophecy.

F. Mic. vi. 1216 .. . ...Balaam to Balak.

S. 3Petii.g22..... ...The Way of Ba.aam.
Sab. Jamesi 1417, .. vae . Double-minded Man.

HELPS TO STUDY,

After the events which formed the gubject of our Jast les.
son the Ysraclites, passing by the territory of Edom for the
rcason menttoned, encountered the Amurnites, defeated them,
& d occupled theit i ics. The termtury of the Amuates was
situated on the east side of the River Jordan, and was
bounded on the north and south by the tritutary streams

abbuk and Arnon.  This part of the country had formerly

longed to 1he Moalites, but the Amontes had taken 1
friom them (chap. xxi. 20), hence it is spoken of as if it
fortned zart of the land of Moab (as in chap. xxii. 1), al.
though the actual limit of the country occupred by that peo-
ple at the time was {2 to the south. The Jsrachites were
not troubling the Moabites, but Ralak, the king of the last
meationed, did not atall desire the proximity of such a pow.
erful force, and he sent for Balaam 1o~ pronounce a curse
upon the invaders.  Balaam came, and after several unsue-
cessfal attempts to obey his employer's behest—the curse in
his mouth being always turned into a blessing—the episode
which f>rms the sutject of our present lesson occurred.

The {ollowing division of the letcon will protably be
found convenient: (¢) An Angry King, (2) A Reluctant
Truthoteller, (3) A Bright but Distant Viswon,

1. AN ANGRY KiING.—Vers. 10-11.  And was there not
a cause? Balak had employed Balaam at a high price to
curse Istacl, and Balaam had not only failed to do so, but
he had blessed Isiael, \Was not this a glaring hreach of
contract? Yes, the king of Moab had rexson to be angry
with the eastern soothsayer, but he had sull greater reason
to be angry with limself, When he found that he could
Lot get a person to execute his project, its gross wickedness
oupht to have flashed in upon his mind and caused him to
bang his head in sname.

Smote his hands togetker, This might have been in
accordance with 2 mode common to all ages and countries,
of expressing indignation or uther strong fechings, or it might
have been the usual eastern signal by which attendaats are
called. Pcrhaps Balak hasuly resolved to order Bataam'’s
head to be cut off, and then changed kis mind. Some col-
our is given to this view by the fact that we afterwards find
him telling the culprit to flee,

I called thee to curse mine enemies. It wasw com-
mon notion among the heathen of that day that such psrsons
as Balaam coald, by means of sacrifices, call in the aid of
supernatural powers to accomplish any required end. No
doubt they reparded those sacrifices offered by God's ovn
people as on a level with the incantations of the magictaas.

And, behold, thou bast altogether blessed tbem
these thyee times. (He had declared them blessed, and
foretold theun prospenty. The king, toking in his igno-
rant superstition that locality had something to do with the
matter, had taken Balaam to three different pointe, probably
following the Israclites in theiradvance towards the jordan,
but the resuit was unchanped.

Therefore, now flee thou to thy place—like a cum-
inal running awag from justice - like a persun relinquishiag
a post for which he is tolally unqualified, 2nd returnming to a
position (“‘thy place™) in which he will be niors **in hat-
mony with his environments "—like a strange dog that has
got in sumebudy’s way and 15 roughiy urdered to **go home. '

Lo, the Lnrd hath kept thee back from honour.
The usual infidel sncer.  Balik docs not appear to have un-
derstood of belicved that Balaam's obedience to Jehovah
was a {orced obedience. ** How 1hose men,” says H. Clay
Trumbull, **who are wise in their own coaceit, and who
think moze of the thingsol this life than of those of ctemity,
do pity the poor creatures.who have nowne but God to take
care of them, and who fail 10 scll st everything that s
werth living for, when they misht have gat hard cash in re.
wmn for it all.  \Why, there are modern Balaks who really
think it would have been better for 2 man to have made a
milizon of doilats 1n stocks or trade, by ‘giviny himsell up to
business,’ than to have lived on fiom hand to mouth, win-
ning the lave of his home, deat ones, and of needy negh.
bours, by untiting service in their behalf through his utter
devotion to Christ and Christ’sloved ones, There are those
who think it very foolish for 2 man to scruple at * the ordin-
ary methods in politics® or the prudent and common sub-
serviency to men of place ond power, when by soshght a
surtender of principle or of personal independence he could
have . « .+« had anything he would ask for from ihe
*bossofthering®  They reethat the trouble with thess poor
fellows is that they will do as the Loid directs ; but they
pity them all the more for that. They shake thair heads
sadly and say with anmustakable regret: *We thought to
Emmole thee unto great honour; but, lo, the Lord hath

ept thoe back from honour.” These descendants of Balak
are in every commumx;i:"

II. A RELUCTANT TKUTH-TELLER.—Vers, 12-74. Ba.
lizm had come {rom the banks of the Euphrates, where
Abraham had passed the day of his youth, where Shem had
lived for five conturics, and wheie thete stiil remained some
corrupted knowledie of the name and worship of the trae
God 1n the midst of prevailing idolatry. He is not called a

prophet in the O}d Testament, but & **soothsayer ” or ** di-
viner.” 1le was credited with the power of cursing and
blessing 3 and the questions whather he actuallly possessed
such power or not, and if hedid what was the source of it,
have given rise to rouch discussion ; but whatever power he
may have been possesed of previous to his appearance in
sacred history, it is plain that in pronouncing bles<ings upon
Israel he wus divinely inspi ed- -empluyed by God, much
against kif«onwn will, to give vtterance to truthiul predictions,

From the blography of this bold, bad maw, Dr. C. S.
Rohinson draws the following lessons ¢

(1) Gud keeps the steady hand of His control over even
tho e why sometimes think themselves quite salely ouuide
of His jurisdietion,

(2) It 1s posable that even a had man shall do God's
will, and sceve Hia in tagh hictoric crises.

(3) Mere natural endowments o1 spiritual gifts ate quite
insufficient (or practical good, when the heart of the posses-
sor is not nght in God's sight.

(4} An wiherwaise wusactive character 1s sometimes ruined
by one vitating clement.

(5) Principle, and not feeling alone, is the basis of all true
religiouc character.

(6) S e the saduess of a lost chance for a soul; a wasted
op,+1tunity for sepentance ; a Ciivs of cxistence vatha hupe
for cternity ta it a-plecred, and .o the d.wr cuingiog, cl s d,

(7) It is quite useless to hnpe that a death-bed repentance
and a salu-ary end wall render the darkness of an undevout
life <atiofact 1y and sale.

M1 A Prrcor per Distant Visioy --Vers 15 19,
Balaam's propheric words furetell the cunquest of the -ur-
roundiny nations by the Israelites, but they do not stop
there 3 they reacn furward nto what was at that ume the
far-li-tant fu'a ¢ —even to Guspzl umes, and pe.haps to tue
last judpment.

I shall see Him, but notnow. Abraham saw the day of
Chnst from afar, and was glad 3 Banam saw it alo, but 1t
Lrought no juy to Lim.  To the fanhful pacniarch, alihough
the r'ay was distant, the Siviour wasneas; but that wa, not
the case with the unhelieving prophet.

I shall behold Him, but not nigh. * Behold He
cometh with clouds, and every eye shail see Him ' (Rev. i.
7). Balaam, in “is first prophetic aticrance re;arding [siael,
had said : * L2t 1e die the death of the righteous, and let
my last end be like his (chap. xxii. 10); and the words
have often been quoted by though:less people as the expres-
sion of amost pinus senliment ; but they only express a vain
wish, for the speaker evideutly excludes hunsell from the
class that he calis *“the righteous,” although he would like
to share their lot in the end. The way to die the death of
the right- sus is to become one of them, and live therr life.
Somebody says that * good words are worth much.” So
they ate, in the ordinary intercoutse of e, although even
there they are greatly improved by a backing of good deeds ;
but as an index of character, fair speeches, without a corres-
pondingly pious life, are urterly valueless.  Nutwithutanding
the beautiful language that came from the iips of Balaam,
and the brilliant vistun that his eyes fur a few moments
gazed upon, he is reckoned i+ God’s \Wo.d 2mong thuse who
are described as *‘ wells withiout water, ciouds thit are car
ried with a tempest, to whum the nust of darkness is reserved
for ever” (2 Pet. . 15-17); and these words, *‘not nigh,”

L 50 near the ead of his last prophecy, sound sad—sad as the

despairing wail of a lost soul.

OPPORTUNITY is rare, and wise men will never let it go
by hecdlessly.—Bayard Taylor.

Dox T judpe 2 man by the clothes he wears ; for God
made one, and the tailor the other.

MR GEOR.E LAWAENCE, who bas Jalouvied so uscfuliy
in Spain, has prepared and printed in that country a Family
Reference Bible in Spasish, printed in large, clear type,
cconomical and portable,
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SABBATH SCHOOL PRESBYTERIAN.

Baastfully Jdlustrated. Pu'lnhed every month. In the SamsaTn
ScHoOL PRZ -BYT&) AN prominence is given to cur awn Heme and
Forcign Moasion Wotk, thus scekine in early hife to interest
the “ Chilteen of the Chureh “ 1o the Chur ha great work
~the coaversicn of th{c Hodd. Subscription sates as
ullows ,
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GOLDEN HOQURS FOR THE YQUNG.

A noa-depominational illustrated paper. also published monthly ; rates
same as above,

EARLY DAYS: Illustrated.

A paper for Junior and Infant Clawes, two numbers issued each
moath; rateralso as adbove.

“The attention of Superintendents and Teachers throughout the
country is ditected to the above.  Urdess for the coming jear zow re-

ceived. Address
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
S Fordax Strees, Torgute.
Norz.~Do take Ting CANADA Przsavrexiaw, containing

the Expo-ition of the Salbath School Leson 1oe 1eachen? Snbscnp-
von prce $2 per annurm, ot in clubs of 10and over $1.65. or in clubx of

20 and averSusoeach,

& Rememnerthat a Teachersending in 10 names with the remit-
tanze for this paper. can oY ain 30 copics of any of the Sabbuth school
papers for the year as a premium, which he ¢an then fumnish tothe

hool: ora ¢ ding 20 names with the remittacce can have s0
of the Sabbazh schoo) papers, froa for the year.




