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BASTOR AND SREOPLE.

PRAY FOR YOUR PASTOR.

Take two ministers; both are alike earnest, and
preaca e gospet ain all faithfulness and love.  They
work aad pray tor souls,  One mects with much suc-
cessy the other with apparently none.  Why?

Take just one numster; he preaches, say, at two
places statedly, At both he preachies the very same
truths, in preaisely the same way, and prays as much
and as really for one place as another. In one place
there is visible good as the result; in the other, none.
Why?

Louk at Moudy s success. But many men preach
just as carnestly, and lucidly, and forcibly as he, and
alt apparently i vam. And then Moody, and men
engaged i work hike his, are blessed more in some
places than others,

The scutet 15 prayer—the prayer of the Church.
Thic Church prayed and the Pentecostal blessing
cane. Lhis 1 the whole secret.  This explains whe
the minster, just as good and farthiul in every way as
the niuch favoured brother, fas.  This explains why
aman is blessed at one place, while the very same
sermons at another bear no fruit. This is the great
secret of Moody’s success. Think of the multitudes
praying for the success of s labours.

- Ministers need the prayers of God’s people. Especi-
ally do they need the prayers of Christians in the
congregations where they preach,  The greatest
Apostle feit the necessity of such prayer in his own
behalf, that the Word preached by himimght do good.

Oh, churches that have fathful men of God as your
ministers, but are just where you stood ten years ago,
don’t you know it’s sime for you to fall upon your
knees: The fault 1s yours. God will not give you
what you ncver ask Hun for, though your minister
were the Aposide Laal.  Jesus umsell performed very
few “mighty works *1n a certamn place, * because of
their unbeliel.”

Where a minister knows there are members of his
congiegauvn praymy for mm, how it helps him to
preach! Nt oniy does such prayer brng down real
and rich blessing from above, but the very thought of
it is inspiring.

My old pastor in Bradford, Canada, had two ap-
pointments, at both of which he preached cvery
Sabbath. Driving to the afternoon service, he used
to carry with him an old man who lived two miles
from the church and had no conveyance of his own.
One day the old man was not out as usual for his
ride, though by and by he was in lus place in church.
After service the minister asked him why he was not
out to mect him as usual. In Christian eamestness
and simplicity the good old man answered: “1 was
praying for you, and forgot all about it till it was too
Iate.”

The old man was in earnest.  This is the kind of
prayer we need. A great many say prayers for the
minister; not so many pray for ham. I fear that
many of those prayers are like what is told of a ““daft”

* man who used to pray behind a dyke.  Some scamps

hid themsclves behind it one time to listen and have
fun. The old man confessed how very bad he was,
and acknowledged that God would be doing just right
to push the dyke over on him and kill hum, where-
upon the mischiesous fellows gave the dyke a shove
and it fell over on top of him. He picked hiunsclf up,
saying, “Hech, sirs, i's a strange thing that a boddy
canna sav a thing in a joke but it’s tac’n in carnest.” ~
Rev. Roderick Hradersan, iy Christian Qbserver.

SOMETHING FROM THE FATHERS.

Barnabas says, “The way of darkness 1s crooked,
and full of carsing, for it 1s the way of cternal death
with pumishinent.”

Clement of Ruine, a fellow-labourer with Paul, says
of Chnsy, “If we disobey His commands, nothing
shall deliver ua from eternal punishment.”

Ignat:us says of soine, * They shall depart into un-
quenchable tire.”

Polycarp warned the proconsul “of the etemal fire
of Gud's judpwent, reserved for the wicked in the
other world.”

Justin Marty: decddares “thar every oncas stepping
forward into eserlasting musery or happiness, accord-
ing to hus works.”

Hermas speaks of an wrreparable apostacy, and of
departing from God forever.

Tatian states that some “will undergo a death in
immortality.”

Theophilus advises one to “study the Scriptures in
order to shun eternal torments.”

« Irenicus asscrts a genecal resurrection and Judg
ment, *“when the wicked shall go into everlasting fire
and the rightcous into life and glory forever.”

No wonder Universalists dread an appeal to the
ecarly fathers.— Methodist Recorder

THE DEATH OF THE YEAR.

Hark ! the midnight bell?

Its mufled cchioes swell,

And ghostly whispers tell
Of lost, lost days.

liright days of blissful song,

Luring our fcct along,

With the unthinking throng,
Who live for time,

Dark record Heaven kept.

Ut mdolence winch slept,

While sau cyes waked and wept,
O'er vigils Yunc.

Ilush ¢ Leath s at the door,

1le elaims one victim morc,

The Old Year shivers sore,
And fainting lics.

The poor, old (allen Y ear!

Above his frozen bier,

Let drop a kindly tear,
For very gricf,

Here. ta thix apen grave,

May Sotrow lead to save

The broken hicarts who crave
The Crucitied,

Hark { how the winds sweep by,
Below the stonm.clad sky,
ke sume lust spant s cry,

In throe of pain, —

Ot wend uncanhly strun,
As if sumie haip, lung lan
In silence, woke again

At Sorrow’'s touch.

Oh* soul, adrift tu-night,
With death’s dark gulf in sight,
And not a gleam of light,

To picree the gloom—

How bitter is thy moan,

As, to the great unknown,

Thon goest forth alone,
Alone ! Alone!

Another year {—who knows
Whose eyes shall droop and close?
Whose form first seek repose

In dreamless 3lecp ?

Actross Time's troubled sea

We would for refuge fice,

And find our life in Thee,
Father of all.

TEN THOUGHTS FOR THE TIMES.

I will venture to state, as bricfly and clearly as 1
can, ten things which, as it seems to me, a preacher
in his pulpit now may do to make the time in which
we live less sceptical, and so to help forward the ages
of faith which are sure some day to come, and are
surc when they come to be ages of better faith than
any which the ages past can show.

1 Itis needful thar our clergymen should be far
more familiar than they arc now with the character of
the scepticism by which they are surrounded. The
popular scepticism is onc in source and really one in
character with the scepticism of the school and of the
scholars. The minister ought to be acquainted with
the newest developments of thought, not in their de-
tails, not so that he can completely discuss them from
the pulpit, for that is impossible, and the attempt
do it only hurts the Christian cause and makes the
Christian minister often ridiculous. But he ought to
be so familiar with what men are thinking and believ-
ing that he can know the currents of present thought,
sce where they cross and oppose, and where they may
be made to harmonize with the thought of Christ, This
familiarity is something which must be constantly
kept up in the active ministry. But its foundations
ought to be laid in the theological school. And here
more than anywhere clse one fears, I think, for the
faithfulness with which our theological schools are
doing their whole duty by their students and the times.
1 cannot doubt, as I look back, that many of our
noblest and most faithful teachers have failed to real-
ize how much their boys needed to be furnished with
an undcerstanding of the precise nature of the unbelief
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of the nincteenth century, and of the character of
thoughts in which that unbelief would show itself
among the people to whom these boys, when they
were ministers, would have to preach, They might
have saved many of thelr scholars more than one
aunxious hour and more than enc embarrassing sur-
prise.

2, The second necessity is that every preacher
shauld clear up his own faith; that each man should
decide just what he believes himself. Let us trust
truth, ‘There is nothing so terrible as the glimpses
we get occastonally into a minister’s unbelief, and
sometimes the confusion which exists below seems to
be great, just in proportion to the hard positiveness of
dogmatism- which men sce upon the surface. The
most pitiable and powerless of all preachers is he who
tries to preach doctrine which his own soul does not
really believe and use,

3. And, thirdly, the minister in days like these
ought to make it his duty as well as Jus right to clum
and express the fullest fellowship of faith witheall be-

 lievers, whatever Christian name they bear, <There is

need of the solidity of faith being made manifest. Let
not religion come to seem to men the affair of a party.
Let us insist that when the host is against us we will
have nothing to do with the miscrabie business of
making hits and flinging captious crificism at one
another. I think that hardly any man does more for
popular scepticism than he who while the world is
trembling on the brink of atheism spends his life in
championing the shibboleths of his denomination.

4. We ought never to scem to have despaired:of
truth, and to have left the religion of thought, and to
have retreated into ornganization and dnll as safe
refuges. This is just what ecclesiasticism and ritual-
ism scem to the world to have done, and the world is
largely right.  This of all others is the time to kecp
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper reasonable and spirit-
ual and grandly simple, and to guard them from all
suspicion of magic and mechanics,

5. Never forget to tell the young people frankly
that they are to expect mnore light and larger develop-
ments of the truth which you give them. Oh, the
souls that have been made sceptics by the mers
clamouring of ncw truth to add itself to that which
they have been taught to think finished and finall

6. These are no times for trimming. He is weak
to-day who does not preach the highest spirituality to
the materialist, and the highest morality to the pro-
flignte.  The unbelievers of to-day despise compro-
mis¢, and love to hear the fullest truth.

7. Weneced to remember how irreligion has invaded
religion, and to imitate its methods. It has got hold
of the passions and enthusiams of men, and there has
baen its strength. We must claim those passions
and enthusiasms for scligion. No cold faith or
preaching will reclaim the world,

8. The life of Jesus must be the centre of all be-
lieving and all preaching. Not abstract, but per-
sonal, is the saving power. “Behold the Lamb of
God,” “Behold the Man,” those are the summons to
which men will always listen,

9. The Church must put off her look of selfishness,
She must first deeply feel, and then frankly say, that
she exists only as the picture of what the cazth ought
to be. Not as the ark, where a choice few may take
refuge from the flood, but as the promise and potency
of the new heavens and the new earth she must offer
herself to men.

10. And, tenth, about alinost everything to-day, you
and I must keep our means worthy of our end. Long
encugh have preachers asked men to believe in a pure
and lofty truth which was adwinistered in impure and
sordid mcthods. Down to the least argument we
use, down to the lcast bit of church machinery that
chicks in some 1orcas society or guild-room, let the
truth and dignmity of God be felt.

These are the ten, 1 dare not say that the preacher
who trics to do all these things will change all the
scepticism around himi anto faith; but I am sure that
he will hive a very brave, healthy, happly, useful life
while he 1s busy in hus struggle.

For behind him he will always feel the power of the
great God and dear Lord for whom he worked, and
he will know that, whether by him or not, that God
and Lord must certainly some day assert his trutk,

And before him, however dark the great mass of
unbelief may stll remain, he will see single souls
catcking the truth and shining with a goodness and
joy which must become new centres of faith.~PAs/-
ligs Brooks, D.D., in Princeton Revicy. -
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