
Roci and Gun in Canada

T Il Profa'ovas sc'ized %vitil thei:tiîltt<ii b ctt'i 1 eai' -u lie
a m b ~ti o nQ < So c ti' a> 1),i iî . ini :î

beurî t rap, 011e %vi titrîg .liig,

[.Jet, il i>vraiiit' .1 joîint itzbutk coîîîîatm' or'

rather, a partne511Sp of MGo, ror la.rry
Sn$istel *tht, if lie secured tue t*.ar:,
lie shouid be adrnttted inta îîartitsr-
sîlil) ini tie bear tîmat they wcre going

to catch. Tube professer arqftit'e:i t%)
tiis proplosai, and nîlghty prtvp xrbaUne
w'ere made. îioreover, tue %vhll al-
Inospliere becamie chiargeai wvih MYS-
tery, ana ollé- secret cosîl.bb lf'-

So atiiobiier iii rapid successioni, 11
wvhIcl the beur' trait figtli ed c~i~'C
ousiy, si) Ula.t ii.Spori;imali flnabtY

iîN tgd ia Snst titis iiiuîstrous en-
ghie of jan'S, tvî'Uî. springs anid chilna.
being dragged about over lier pitiicl
ISoor.

"WCJ Glhai have to get soute xslld Of
bal?." ea.Id llarrY. "lkxî,,t traîu iWft
bave' t, lie baitea. 'rite b,Žasts 'oiî't
%%v«aik Ilio a tral> nuîless tIivre is ronie-
Uiing tu at'act tiien. 'rues are tillghtY
cissed tui thler -habits. 1 %voiider wilit
iL; the best thing for bear.'>

-I Ulirli," answeredi tilt- ofsstr
réfllectiî'CIy, "1thiat a bieadr:; lzi. or a
hlmb lied witli a sî.2rilig Is the ac-
ktiowvleclged nîethod of balîînig for Nlv&'-t3
beast.s. 1 foar tOut wîe canuiot get a
kid, but periaps Mrs. Sportsiiian; w'ould
tend us a larnb."

",Mrs. Sportisma.n is a lîttie tae fond
of bier hambs," answvered liarry, "and
slle lias not anc that, -,he coula spare;
but she miglît h]eîd us a cat; slle hias
lots of thin, auîd goodnens itnows they
maite nxoise cnough, If that's '%Vlat YOU
WUIIL'

'I am afraid,' sala the professor,
"that a cat, beiiig carnivorotis, and flot
hcrbtvorous, u bear, wlîich Is aise car-
nivorobis, inîglit fr.tterniza WItlî the
eat, ana possibly the t.wo migit, comn-
bine to defeat our objcct. Ferhiaps M.
Sportsman nîiglit give us selie Infor-
mationl on titis natter. WVc ivil1 as<
hini."

So to -%Ir. Sportsman tlîcy %v'ent.
"You Nvant t.0 set a trap for a beur,

wbere dIo you Intend -te scit 11? The
busil ls ratiîi' large, and the mathe-
matical chasecs agalnst a bear walk-
iîîg into yoîir trap are also large."

"-There is a wcl-bcaten path on thie
edge or the clcarance," isaici tue pro-
fessor. "XVi' thouglit that If %ve set 11.

rornewIire on1 tîtat we ilglt iiaVe a,
vlîance of catchiiîg oliQ.'

"'I'bat wcll-l>cateil travk ls made' t'
iny cattie, professor, and tlîot1ghi 1 ei-

courage sport, 1 do not îî'isi to go tu

tie exiiense of a cow or a cai1f ont lt,
for that is îVhat yoîî w'oul(i catch
tliere."

.Dear mie," sala tue professar, *'wlierk'
can we set St, thien? WCe cannot set
St. ln tie laite, fur yeti knOw tlîat the
be:ir- Is tiot aqîtatic, auoî even aiîî>l
bleus."

-l tan 51i,>w you a good place," re-
plISed ',%r. Siiortsian. -Tlîere is a crcek
abolit tbree M11100 from itre, a crecic
runnlng through a, successior. of b,':î-
ver nialo6 tlat is the î'ery Place
lit îî'ich to set a beari trap. You %viii
llnd on 11., as on înost crceks of the
kilid, a patb, %vorn by geîleratlolis*ot
beairs. es a mie. they bav'e their
1bablnlg places on sncbi a creek-liicf'
littie pîools, cool and shadY, and not
tue ninddy; Jnist enlobgli muîd at th,~
bottoîn to enable them to Sbt collitoirt-
abiy."

..But îî'hat bait is tlîe bLst for theîii''
-akted the professoX'.

"Ah! there you asit a qncestion of
considerable magnitude. Tiiere ie so
rnany wçays of baiting L bear tra:t.
Anything do"s, aiid te nmure il. sniello
the bet.ter the bear Ilkes It. Itîdiaris
use drled and baltited moose meuct.
Anytiîing tlmt, as Xipling says, 'wviii
ruise a binle sensation.' Sonie uqse rot-
ten ish, anti the bear lîlaîscîf, w'lose
tastes certaly should be coîisidered,
lias leanSngýs that %vay-in tact, lit the
ispring hie glol les in such diet."

"Hou' does lie get rotten lisli?"« asked
th1e professer; "lie surely does net sit
on the edge of a laite or -strcarn and
%'ait for lus breakfast untii th1e tlsh go
bad."

*'('(.rtaiily not. lit tbt( sprîinig the
suckcrs crowd niu te the littie raid5
ont the rreeks -timing Into the differ-
cnit laites. *rheîi the beur' gars flslî-
Ing. lie ialks about tue 'aîuid <nid
tiirows ouît theut'nuîortunate o7ticiters
wlt% lits pa'on te the batiks, where
lie leavels thein uuitil tlîey smell, wliteli
Sut tue sp gducs îlot take lonîg. The
Indtin knoNvs of thcse spots w'Sere
suciters abound, and wiit.ni lie fiuîda
that th1e beur hais heem fIsling Sie aise
%vaz ulitl Uic 11,kh begini te smell;

tiien lie sits dîiug the niglit patientiy
%wa.bchlng for the bear te cante and
eait bis iiighly-liavored garny sucker6,

an<l thus lin tic unçcr"Sin liglt of dark-
Ilesq. i able to get a ish01. at the bear."

"IVeli," 'sala the' professor, "I. \ould

net citre to sit ioîlg ihalingl such an
unavory aruifla as that raised by dead
and decomnpû'ling iuckers; cornmend
nie t.0 tic trap."

'Oht, yes: 1 forgot the trap. 'Ple
acnt 19, jndians will often prepare tie

pL'ices for thelr tris ln the wîinter. 1
know an rindian ot wVhite River, -
river ruing Int the head of Lako
TeLmtiILing, \Vlo S11001.5 l'bout hlf
-a dozern or more Inoose ln thc %vin-
ter anti leives them there where theY
fait for* halt for bears. lie gîtes Il'
lia' spring and sets lits traps at the-se
carcases. 'Tie soulier the t.raits are
set the better. for one of the hardest
things t.0 (I0 55 te obliterate ail slgns
amia acent or mian. The Indian tries
to get isq traps set before rain, and
neyer expects much succF untll main
bas fallen, for rain l.i, of course, the
great effacer of ail abnormal signe antd

~'eî.It is ftm easleýr, hoivever. t.0
trap a bear ln the aprlng than ln the'
fait, for In -the spring abeur cornes3 out1
of ls den, hutngry frontiIts long %vin-
te*r fast, wvhereas ln the fll 11. l fat
,and satiated îvlth bernies and nuts.
v;pon îvlcie 11. îrincipally feeds lire-
vious to its hibernation."

*Supos,~ ekeci the professear,
-tbat wce were fortunate enougb ta
catch a, bear ln our trap, how %voui!c
%ve secure 1dlm 'when se caught? '%Vould
the trap have a taining eifect uPon
M, anid coula we then t.ake hlmn out

and despateli bui?"
"Sever nîonkey wl1.h a lieaz' ln a

is one of the %worst thiiigs you can (10
lic wouid (lela.tciî you quick enough.
A bear ln a trap is a dangerous ant-
mial, and one that Inians niost cutre*
fuily avoid - far warse than when
wounded by aL bullet, for ln the latter
case, ltil ight try to gel. away, %vliere-
a-, whlen lield fast 1. lias no alternative
left but to fight. ln any case that 1
haive heaird of wliire ant Indian has
beein kIlled or inairncd by a, beur It nas
lîy one' ln a trap or wvounded. The
Indianl at.linys shloots il. as soon ae lie
van, for wben te beur becomes tv.re
of his proximilty 11. redoubles lts cf-
foi*tste get awaY, and often the fot
'viii have been sa eut Into by the jaws
of the trap that this final exertion %ili
releaise the beur by ieaving Its foot In
tic trap. By' the by, 11. ls generall>
tie custom not to attach the chain ta

a olid, Immrov'able objcct. The In-
dians usuaily prefer a, young birch sap
Iiiig, or cî'en a small balsaîn trc-
somiething that the bear van Jrag Icer
sanie distance, but which (inaliy êets
caught 4iga.1net some log or tb;c, «ii,:,l
this exercise tires tlie bear, zzi that by
tie Urne that it daes beco fast, hie


