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inte our dwellings the cantagion, apply itto the hip,
and rsceive itinto the system.

X know that much is smd about the prodent use
of ardent spirits ; but weo might as woll speak of the
prudent use of the plague—of fire handed prudently
around smong powder—of puison taken prudently
ovary duy—or of vipers and serponts iatroduced
prudently into our dwellings, to glido about as a
mattor of courtesy to visitors, and of amuscment to
aur childrco.

First or last, in spite of your prudeuce, the con-

tagion will take—the fatal spurk will full wpoa the
grain—the deleterious puison wiil tell upon the sys-
tem—and the fangs of tho serpent will inflict doath.
There is no prudeat use of ardent spirits, but when
it is used as 2 medicine. Al who recoive it inty the
system are not Jestroyed by it. But if any vegeta-
ble werc poisonous to as many, as the use of ardent
spinits proves destructive, it would he banished from
the table: it would not he prudent to use it at all.
Ifin attempting to cross a river upon an elastic
team—as mauy should fall iv and be drowned, as
attempted to use ardent spirits prudently and fail,
the attempt to cross in that way would be abandon-
eil—there would be no prudent use of that mode of
crossing. The effect of attempting to use ardent
spirits prudently, is destructive to _such multitudes,
as precludes the possibility of prudence in the use of
it. When we consider the decejtful nature of this
sin, and its irresistible power whea it has obtained
an mcendency—no man can use it prudently—or
without mocking God, can pray whilc he uses it,
++ fead us not into temptation.”” There is noneces-

.sity for using it at all, and it is presumptuous to
o so.

2. A wakeful recollection shopld bo msintained
of the distinction between intemperance aud drun-
keaness, So long as wen suppose that thepe is
aeither critne nor danger in drivking. short of what
M‘{ denowminate drunkenness, they will cast off fear
aod move onward to ruin by a silent, certaia course

“until destruction comes upon them, and they can-
not escape. It should be kaown thesefure, and ad-
witted, thatto drink dgily, at stated times, any
wantity of ardeat spicits, is intemperance, or to
2ﬁnkperiodically as often as days, and tin.e, and
aearo2s, may furwish temptatios and opportunity,
is’ intomperance. It may oot be for any one
time the intomperance of animal or mental oxcite-
soant, but it is ua innovation upon the system, and
she hegioniug of a habit, which cannot fail to gene-
sate discase, apd will not bo pursued by ous bundred
mea withont prodacing many drunkards.

ftis not envugh therefore to erect the flag ahead,
20 mark the spot whore the drunkard dies. It must
Be Dlated a1 the entrance of his courtse, proclaiming
in waving capitals—THIS 1S THE WAY To pEATH! !
Over tho whele territory of * prudent use,” it must
wave sod warn.  For if we cennot stop men ia the
degianing, we cannot separate botween that and
the end. He who lets ardeat spirits alone befure it
is moddied with, is safe, wnd he only. It should be
in every family a contraband article, or if it is ad-
mitted, it ~uld be allowed for medical purposcs
uky It should be inbelled as we lahel laudanumn—
and touch not, taste not, kandle not. should meet the
aye onevery vessel which coutaios it.

Children should be taught early the nature, symp-
toms and danger of this sin, that thoy may not un-
wittingly fall under its power. Tosave my owo
obildnen from this sin has beca no small part of iny
solicitude as a pareat, and I can truly say. that
should any of my childroa perish in this way, they
will not do it ignorantly, nor uawarned. I do not
eemember that.d ever gave permission to a child to
go outon a holiday, or gave a pittance of money to
be expeaded for his gratification, unatiended by the
<anruest ivjunction, sot to drink ardent spirits, or an
inebriating liquor; and 1 cannot hut heligve, that if
properexortions are.made in the family to apprise
children of the nature and danger.of this sin. to put
them op.their guard against it—opinions and fzel-
ings and habits mighs be so formed, that the whole
youthful goneration might rise up as a rampart,
against whichthe fiery waves of intempsrance would
dash in va'n. eayiug, hitherto shalt thou come, but
no farther, and here shall thy proud waves bo stayed.
To all our schools instzuction on this subject should
be communicated, and the Sabbath schools pow
spreading through the land, may io thismannerleod
a wighty iufluence to prevent the intemperance of the

rising generation.
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Insuspect to the reformativu of those over wliom

the habit of intemperaucc has obtained an nscen-
doncy, thereis but one alternative—they must re-
solve upon immediate and cutire abstincuce.

Suine have recommonded, and many have at-
tenpted, a gradual discentiucuce.  But no man's
prudence and fortitude are equal to the task of ro-
formativa in this way. 1€ the paticut wero in close
confinemout, whero he could not help himself, he
might be dealt with in tius manaer, nut it would be
cruclly protracting a course of suffering through
mouths, which might bo ended in afew days. But
nu man, at liberty, will reform: by gradual retrench-
ment.—Substitutes have also been recommended as
the weans of reformation, such as opium, which is
only another mode of producing ivebgiation, is often
a tomptation to intemperaace, and not unfrequeutly
unites its own forces with thoso of ardent spirits v
impair health, aod destroy life. Itis a preterna-
tural stimulant. raising oxciteiment above the tpue
of health, and is predisposing the system for intem-
perate drinkiuf.

Strong beer has been recommended as a substitute
for ardent spirits, and a meaus of leading back the
cuptive to health and liberty. But though it way
not create iutemperate habits s svon, 1t has no
power to ailay thein. It will finish even what ar-
dent spirits have begun—and with this difference
only, tﬁat it does not rasp the vital organs with quite
s0 keeo a file—aad enables the victio to come down
to his grave, by a conrse somewhat mare djlatory,
and with more of the goodnutured stupidity of the
idior, and less of the gemouiuc frenay of the mad-
man.

Wine has beeo prescribed as a mesns of decoying
the intemparate from the ways of death. Byt ha-
bit cannet be thus cheated out of its domigion, ner
ravening appetite be amused down to a sober and
temperate demand.  IF it be true that men do not
become intemperate on wine, it is not trpe that
wine will restore the intemperate, or stay ihe pro-
gress of the disease.

Egough must be taken to screw up natyre 10 the
tone of cheerfuloess, or she will cry * give,” with an
importunity not to be vesisted, and long before the
work of death is douve, wine will fail 10 minjster a
stimulus of sufficient activity o rouse the flagging
spirits, or will bt tome acid on the enfecbled stomach,
and bragdy and opiunt will be called jn to hasten to
its copsuimmation the dilatory work of self-destruc-
tivn. So that if ao man betomes a sot upon wine,
1t is ouly because it hands him over to more ferce
and terrible execi.tioners of Yeaven's delayed ven-
geance.

If in any instance wine sufices to complete the
waosk of ruin, i ce is only that the
victim is stretched longer npon ths rack, to die in
torturo with the gout, while ardent spirits finish life
by a shorter and peshaps less painful course.

Retreochments and substitutes then are idle, and
if iu any caso they succeed, it is notin one of a
thousand. It is tampering of au jpfant with a
guwt, thecflost of a kitten to-escape frown the paw
of a lion.

‘There isno remedy for injemperauce but the ces-
satioa of it. Nature must be released from the uva-.
uvataral war which is made upon her, aad be ailow-
ed to rest, and then nutrition, andsleep and exercise,
will perform the work of restorativn. Gradually
the springs of lifc will recaver tone, appetite will
return, digestion will becomo efficieat, sleep sweet,
aud the muscular system vigorous, until the elastic
heart with every beat shall sead bealth through the
system, aud joy through the soul.

But what shiall be dous forthose to whem it might
be fatal to stop short ?

Mauy arv roputed to be in this condition, proba-
bly, who are uot—aud thoso who are, may, while
uader the care of a physician, be dealt with as be
may think best for the time, provided they obey
strictly as pationts his prescriptions.  But if, when
they are comwitted to their onvn care agam, they
canunot live without ardeut spisits-~then tbey nust
die, and bave only she alternative to die as reform-
ed peaitents, or as incorrigibly iuteraperate—to dic
in a manaer which shall sccure pardon and admis-
sion to heaven, or in 2 manger which shall exclude
them forcver from that holy world.

As the application of this discourse, I would re-
commend to evory ane of you who hear it. immedi-
ato and faithiful self examinativn, to ascertain whe-
ther apny of tho symptoms of wicmperance aro bo-
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ginving toshow themacdves upun you.  Andlet not
the cousideratinn that you have never beea sus, cet-
ed, und hsve never suapccted yoursehves of intesn

ierance, deprive you of the benefit of this scruting.
i"ur it is nttentivn aud »elf coufidenco whichsuper-
cedo discretion, und bauish fear, and let in the de-
stroyer, to fasten upon bis victin, before ho thinke
of dungor or attempts rosistance.

Are thero then set tunes, days and places, shen
you calcutato always to indulge yourselves in drink-
hn;; ardont spirits 7 Do you stop often to take sowe-
thing at the tavern wlen you travel, and alwnays
when you come to the villnge. town, or city. This
fioquency of drinking will plant in your system, be-
fore you are anare of it, the sceds of the most torri-
fiv disense which afllicts humanity. Have jou avy
friends or companions whose presence when yop
wect thom, awakens the thought and the desire of
drinking 17 Both of you have entered on a course
in which there is neithor safety nor hope, but from
iustant retregt. .

Do any of youlove to avail yourselves of every
little catch and circumstance among your compans-
oas, to bring out ** a treat?”* * Alay, wny lord, there
is death io the pot.”

Do you find the desire of strong drink returaiyg
daily, and at stated hours? Unless you intend to
travel all the length of the highway of intempes-
ante, itis time tostop. Unless you intend swqn to
sesign your liberty forever, god come under a des-
potisin of the most cruel and me.xorublc chnrﬂcl.cr,
you must abundop the morning bitters, the ncontide
stimulant, and the evening bow!.

o any of you drink in secret, because you are
unwilling your frieads or the world should kpow how
wuch you drink 7 You might as well cut locse jp
a frail boat before a hurricape, and expect safely ¢
yon are gone, gone irrotrievably if you do agt

stop.
Xrﬂ youaccustomed to drink, whepn opportunitis
resent, as much as you caw bear wilthout any pub-
ﬁc tokens of inebriation? You are an intemperpie
map uew, and unless you check the habit, you wijl
become rapidly more and more interuperate, until
concealment becomes i:.'npossible. )

Do yourasyes, inany instance, begin to troublo you
by their weakness or inflammation? Ifyou are in
the habit of drinking ardent spirits daily, you need
ot ask the physician what is the matter—nor in-
quiré for cye water. Your redness of oyes is pro-
duced by intemperance ; and abstinence, and that
only, will cure themn. It may be well for ever
man who drinks daily to lookin the glass often, that
he may ses in his own face the signals of distress,
which ‘abused naturc holds out one after auother,
and too often holds out in vain.

Do aoy of you find a tremour of the hand coming
upon you, and sinking of spirits. and Joss of ap-
petite in the morping? Nature is failing, aod
giving to you timely adeouitian of her distress.

Do the pains of u disordered stomach, and blister-
ed tougue and lip, begin to torment you? You are
far advanced in the work of self-destruction—a few
more years will probably finish it.

————

OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.
BY THE RIGHT RONOURABLE JOSEPH ADDISQN.
SecToN 4TH.

1st. Character of the Ties in which the Chris--
tian Religion was propagated.

2. And of many who embraced it.

8d. Threz eminent, aud ocarly ivstances.

4th. Multitudes of lcarned Men who cawe over
to it.

5. Belief in our Saviour’s history, the first me-
tive to their Conversious.

6th. 'The names of several Pagau Philosophers,
who were Christian Converts.
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1st. It happened very providentially to the honor
of the Christian Religiun, that it did not *ake its rise
in the dask illiterate ages of the World, bu. at a time
whea arts and Scicaces were at their height, and
when there nere men who made it the business of
their lives to scarch aficr Truth, and si2 the seve-

ral opinivns of Philosuphers, and Wise M, “con-

ceroing the duty, the end, and’ chief happiness of
reasonable creatures.

2. Several of thesc thereforo, when they had in-
formed tl.emsehes of our Saviour's Bistory; and ex-
amiped with unprejuliced minds the doctrices and .



