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to reading about -%vhat othiers had donc in the0 saie
liner-howv they had prospered,-and thus n fund
of kaovledge. would be acquired for him to draw
upon wbcnever lie set up for himself.

As before mentioned, Mr. Spangler made a strange
departure froin bis rule of plenty of work for every-
body', by quitting home on a wet day and geing to
the tavein rendezvous, te hear what the neiglhbors
hnd to say, leaving ne work marled out for lis
"chands Ilto do in bis absence. These -%et days
were therefore holidays for the boys. AiU tbree
were good rendors; and se tliey usualIy borrowed
a book froin Uncle Benny, and went, on sucli occa-
sions, into the barn, and lay dewvn on the bey to
rend eloud to the others, so as te improve bis
voice, and enable eacli to set the other riglit, if a
mistake -were maede. When the wcather became
tee cold. for those rendings ia the barn, tliey went
into the kitchen, there being ne other rooxu in the
bouse in which a fire was kept Up.

On ' Novcmber znerning there camne on a beavy
main that lasted ail day, iil an east -inid so cold
as to make the barn a very uncoinfortable reading-
reem, se the boys adjourned to the kitelien, and
huddled around the steve. But as the rain drove
ail the rest of the family iute the bouse, there iwas
se great an assembly lu whnt was, at the best of
times, a very sinall rooxu, that Mrs. Spangler becanie
quite irritable ut baving se many in ber ivay. Sile
Nvas that day trying eut lard, and wanted the stove
allto berseif. lu ler ill-bumorat being secrowdcd
up, she managed to let the lard burn, and at Ibhis
shie became so vexed that she told Tony, wit-l Joe
and Bill, te ge out,-sbe couldu't have them in bier
way any longer.

Tliey accordingly -%vent back te the barn, and lay
down in the bay, covcr.ieg tbexnselvcs with a couple
ofborse-blankets- These were notvery nice tings
for one to have so olose to bis nose, as they smelt
prodigieusly strong of the horses ; but farmers' boys
are used tO sucli perfumes, and they kopt the littie,
folloivs se ivarm that they were quite glad to egcape
the croià and discomfort of the kiitcen. Thiee
became at intsI o great., that even Uncle Benne-
seeing that he wvas net wanted there just thon, gut
up and Nventover to the barn aiso. Thora ho found
Tony reading aloud froin a nowgpaper that lied been
left at the house by a pedier a few days before.
Tony was rcadieg about the election, and boiv nucb
one set of our people were rejeiciug over tbc rosuit.

As Uncle Bennay came in the bare, Tonuy called
opt, tgUncle ]3enuy, the Presidont's clected,.-did
you know it??"

ilO yes, I kneiv il; but wbat President do you
men? responded Uncle Benny.y

cc Why, President Lincoln. le was e. poor boy
like me, yeu know.
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IlBut can you bell mue, boys," askod Uncle Benny,
Cwlo will be Presildent iu the yenr 1900?"l

"cDear nme, «Uncle ]3euny,» replicd Tony, <'how
should ive keow?Il

IlWelf, 1 can bell," respended the old mian.
The boys wvere a good deal surprised ab hearing

these words, and at once sat up lu tlie hay.
"Who is lie?"I dcxnnnded Tony.
"Woll," replied Uncle Beney, "lie is a boy of

about your age, say fxfteen or sixteeni ycars old."l
IlDoes lie livo about hiere?" inquired Bi, the

youegcest of the party.

IlWell, I cau't say as to that,"l answe;red bbc old
nian, "lbut lie lives somowhcre on a farni. lie is n
steady, thouglitful boy, fond of reading, and bans no
bad habits; lie nover swers, or tells a lie, or disolicys
bis parents."

ilDo you think lie is as poor as ive are, Uncle
Benuy ?"I said Tony.

I ost likoly lie ic,"' respouded flic old man. "His
parentý must be in moderato circuinstances. But
poverty is no disgrace, Tony. On the 'contrary,
there is much in poverty te lie tliankful for, as there
is nething blinI s0 certninly proves wbhat stuif a boy
is made of, ns being boru poor, and froni that peint
w'orkirig bis way np to a position in sooiety, as iveli
as te wvealth.

"cBut do poor boys over work their way up ?"

iuquired Tony.

"lAy, many limes indeed," sald Uncle Benny.
"9But a lnzy, idle boy caundo no sucb thing,.-he only
makes alazymnan. Boys, tiîat growv up in idleness
become -vrgabonds. It is froin these that ail our
Ihieves and paupers corne. 31en ix are success-
ful have alwa.ys been industrlous. Many of the grent
mon in ail couetries were born poorer tlian cither
of you, for tbcy hnd nuither money nor friends.
Presideet Lincoln, wbcu lie was of your age, ivas
bardly able trt rond, and lied ne sucli chance for
scbooling as you bave bnd. President Van Buronl
wns so poor, -wlen a boy, that hie ias obliged. to
study bis books by bbe hlit of pine kunots whiohlie
gatliered iu the woods. Peesideut Lincoln for a.
long timesplit tuils at tirenty-five cents a hundred.
But you sce how tliey got up in the world."1

"lBut I bhieuglt bbc Presidents werc all laivyers,"
snid Tony.

ilWell, suppose they .vcre,Ireplicd Unole Benny;
"Ibey ivere boys first. I bell you that every poor

boy iu Ibis country bas a great prospeoVbefore hum,
if lie will oniy liprove il as Iliese mon improved
theirs. Everytbing* dopends ou himsclt, on lus iu-
duU~ry, sebriety, and honesty. Tlicy can't ail be
Presidents, but if tlîey sliould all happon te try for
being eue, tlioy ilh be very likely te renoli a higli
mark. Most of the ricli men of our country begn


