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two conclusions, cither that our trustees are not fully
utilizing the moncys at their disposal, or that they and
their *friends in council® are too apathetic to ask for more.
Woe suspect the latter inference to be ihe inore plausible.
Qucen’s Collcge has demanstrated amply the truth of the
promisc ‘ask and ye shall receive” By all means let the
church public be made aware of our nch endowment of
scholarships. Tell them of it till they tirc of heanng it,
till they arc too weary to try to forget ir. Lt our claims
upon churchmen's generosity be systematicaly prosecuted.
Better dead than slecping.

In the name of our Founder abandon genteel inaction.
Pcace at any price may be dearly bought.  Should you
make a descrt, gentlemen of tiie Corporation, you alone
will call it pra-c

— e
A PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH.

The above title will eall for various remarks from differ-
ent readers.  One will ask *\What, arc they at last suffi-
ciently awake in Trinity to find out their greatest nced '
A second will say, *Why an English Professor 2 Lvery
man should be his own professor of English;’ while onc of
the largest class will probably exclaim, *The old subject
again. Why agitate it2? Jt has been proved over and over
again impossible, though very desimble” Our reply 0
the first must be siniply to point at the remark of the
thard. It ss an old qucstion, a long and keenly felt nced
amongst us, that we have no Professor of our own Janguage,
nor cven a lecturer to cncourage us in our literary pursuits,
no person to direct us in sclecting, nonc to guide us in
reading, nonc 10 aswist us i understanding our own great
authors.

That cvery person should be his own Professor of
English, is only truc to a very small extomt.  Onc must,
we admit, supply the taste for this study. and the labour
of f{ollowing it, if lavour it can be called, but that is all.
Nonc can do more without help. A\ joumncy through the
Alps is a very profitable pleasure, bus xithout a guide, is
dangerous.  So itis with English, quitc as much as it is
with the Classics—and more, for there the track s definite
and well beaten.  Wkich of two gondolas moves through
the Grand Canal with greater profit to its burden—this onc
which camics a traveller whose only guide is his natural
taste, er that which bears & disciple of Ruskin through his
beloved Venice 2

The former, would say, as he looked at S. Mark's Cam-
panile, and passed on, *What a great ugly tower! while
the latter must pause to examine how perfectly the Ren-
aissance builders reared it, how exactly it fulfilled its
object, and how they cnobled in it a soulless architecture.

Surely then in our own vast tanglad forest of English
writers, it would be well 20 have a good botanist to shew
us the beauties of the veyctation.  \Vhy should we alonc
be without any help in this department, when cvery other
institution from the Public School to the Provincial Uni-

versity, has it to a greater or less extent.  That the estab-
lishment of an English chair has been proved impossible,
we doubt very greatly.  For what reason will they tell us
is it a hopcless undertaking to found such a department 2

They will answer first that the necessary funds for the
support of any ncw professor could not be raised. Pray,
how do they know that ? Hasany body cver tried to raise
ten cents for the College since the noble old founders left
our present structure so well supported®> We cannot
think it hopetess. Far from it.  Judging from the mar-
vellous success of Principal Grant, of Queen’s College,
amongst the Pres_yterians, quite an opposite conclusion
would scem probable.  But to push, would be something
new in Trinity, and to do anything ncw, would be quite
against her principles.

Another reason alleged against an English chair in our
University is this, they think;—that the subject must be
madc compulsory, or the Professor would not have enough
work to keep him cniployed, our numbers being too small
to be divided up into many specialtics.  This rests entirely
upon the assuinption that our numbers are ever to remain
what they arc; which, if truc, would not be of great force,
since there has always been a literary clement alive in
Trinity which could supply, we aresure, as many specialists
in the English linc as in the other branches.  But why not
make it 10 a certain extent compulsory 2 Of six subjocts,
Divinity, Classics, Mathematics, English, Scicnce, ang
Modem Languages, why not make all compulsory up to
the end of the sccond year of the pass course, as they are
now, and any of the first four optional for the Degree
cxamination 2 This would make the last year's work
much what it is now, with the opportunity of a very
important study added. We decidedly object, however,
to the assumption that we are not to increase in numbers.
Our prospects are very hopeful at present. The old policy
of keeping as secluded as possible has been abandoned for
a morc rational ong, so that there is every reason to look
for a greater number of undergraduates. I without any
advertising, without any cffort, our building has kept full,
with always a number of non-residents, is it not highly
probable that we shall increase when we take to a more
fively course?  Lct us hope o0, and let us hope, too, that
the corporation will give this their atteation, and try to
find some means of adding =0 important a chair to our
Profcssomate.

——

ALMA MATER SOCIETY. -

Trinity is very fortunately situated in being within the
caiy limits  But the resideats of late years have not utilized
their opportunitics, nor the town graduates thairs. They
see very little of each other, and, we think, unfortunately
for both. Eeprit de corps in Trinity is praiscworthy as
far as t gocs  The students can be as oac man on occa-
sion. But 1 truc University spirit cannot be inculeated «
nor expected from men whose acquaintance is limited to




