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noble entbusiasm for science by yield-
ing bis soul to the all-dciîasing passion
of the gainester.

' At tbe perin4 of tbe Play tbe
Baron's good fortune bas deserted
him. He secs bis way to a crowning
experiment in tbe fatal search. after
the secret of transmuting tbe baser
metals into gold. But bow 18 hie to
pay the preliminary expenses ? Dies-
tiny like a mocking echo, answers
HowV

SWTill lis sister's winnings (witb
my Lord's money) prove large' enougb
to help him ? Eager for this resuit,
hie gives the Countess his advice bow
to play. From that disastro-as mo-
ment the infection of bis own adverse
fortune spreads to bis sister. She
loses again, and again-loses to the
last farthing.

'The amiable and wealthy Lord qf-
fers a third loan ; but the scrupulous
Countess positiveiy refuses to take it.
On ieaving, the table, shie presents bier
brother to my Lord. Tbe gentlemen
fali into pleasant talk. My Lord asks
leave to pay his respects to the Coun-
icss, the next morning, at ber hotel.
The Baron bospitably invites him to-
breakfast. My Lord accepts, withi a
last admiring glance at tbe Countcss
which dloes not escape bier brother's
observation, and takes bis leave for
the nigbt.

' Alone with bis sister, the Baron
spcaks out piainly. "lOur affairs," hie
says, "lare in a desperate condition,
and must flnd a desperate remnedy.
Wa-Rt for nie bere while I mnake in-
quiries about my Lord. You bave
evidentiy produced a strong impres-
sion on hlm. If we can turn tbat imi-
pression into moncy, no iatter at
wbat sacrifice, the thing nmust he
donc. "

' The Countess, now occupies the
stage alone, an-d in(liges in a solilo-
quy wbich deveiops ber cbaracter.

'It is at once a dangerous and at-
tractive character. Immense capaci-
tics for good arc implanted in lier na-
ture, side by side with equally remark-

able capacities for cvii. It reats with.
circumstances to deveiop either tbe
one or the other. Being a person who
produces a sensation wbercver sbe
gcoes, this noble lady is naturally made
tbe subject of ail sorts of scandalous
reports. To one of these reports
(wbicb falsely and abominably points
to tbe Baron as bier lover instead of
ber brother) sbe now refers witb just
indignation She bas just cxprcssed
bier desire to leave Homburg, as the
place in wbich tbe vile calumny first
took its rise, wbcn the Baron returns,
overbears bier iast words, and says to
lier, IlYcs, lcave IHomburg by al
means; provided you leave it in the
ebaracter of my Lord's betrotbcd
wife!

' The Countess is startled. andi shock-
cd. Sbe protcsts that slie does not
reciprocate my Lord's admiration for
bier. She even gocs the iength of re-
fusing to sec him again. The Baron
answers, I must positiveiy bave coni-
mand of money. Take your choice,
bctwcen marrying my Lord's income,
in the interest of my grand discovery
--or leave me to seli myseif and my
titie to tbe first rich woman of iow de-
grec who is ready to buy me."

1 Tne Con t ess listens in surprise

Baron is in carnest? Hie is horribly
in earncst. "lThe woman wbo wil
buy me," hie says, "lis in the next room
to, us at this moment. She is the
wcaltby widow of a Jewislî usurer.
She bas the money I want to reacbi
tbe solution of the great problem. I
have oniy to l>e that womian's liusband,
ami to make myscîf master of untold
millions of gold. Take five minutes
to consider wbat I bave said to you,
and tell me on iny return wbicb of us
is to marrv for the money I want, you
or IU"

As bie turns away, the Cotuntess
stops bim.

' AIl the nobiest sentiments in ber
nature are exalted to the higbest pitcb,
"XVere is thc truc, wonian," sIîý cx-

ciaims, Ilwho wvants time to c- misum-
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