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left in darkness: and lie shows the reasonablencss of God's deniand iii asking
only for wlîat liad heen bestowed upon theni.

After slîowiîîg the people that they had the îîecessary influences to lead
themi to a lifé of trust in God, hie proceeds to lay down three graces that
should characterize the lives of nien so privileged, -justice, mercy, and hunuility.

Trhe first requirenient here laid down is;jùistice. We mîust first know the
truth, by having it revealed to us by the Holy Spirit ' then we are tü build
upon this basis, the superstructure of a good and holy life. It is flot enoughi
to k>wwe the truth, but we must also give ezîdences that we have it in our
possession. We are to be "living epistles, known, and read of ail mien," by
triving a practical demonstratioîî of tle presence of God's Spirit within Our
hearts. This we rnay do by fulfilling our duty to God and to our fellow-îlain.
it is ini reference to the latter, however, that the prophet seenîs to use the
terni justice; although he does not.exclude its application to the former. A
mani uay have a forin of Godliness, or gain a reputation for piety, by attend-
ing to the outward forins of religion. Bu:t the propliet tries the lives of meni
ini another way,-by enquîring whether t1ey are free froni frauid and violence,
wlîether they act justly aîîd kindly towards one another.

As the naine of God is more glorious than ail :lîings else, so the worship
of iii uughit to be regarded as more important than those duties by whichi
we prove our love to nien. But the Prophet desires to point out how mien
are to give evidence of the sincerity of their religion, how they might prove
that they feared God and kept bis cominandiiients ; consequently our duty
to manî is placed before our duty to God.

liîdependent of the comîmanîd of God to lead a hioly life, the importance
of doing so wili beconie apparent when we reniemiber ttiat men judge of the
btate of the heart froni our outward actions. Men may, and do pass judg-
nment upon our lives though they cannot read our hearts. Nor cari we blanue
theni for doing so; though they may at times be a little severe in their
criticisnis. Our Lord draws an illustration froni the tree, and lays down the
broad and general principle that the tree shall be known by its fruit. IlBy
their fruit ye shahl know them." Il<Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor
figs of thiistles." A man's conversation is sixnply an index to the nature of
his ilhoughts and feelings. '< For of the abuntiance of the heart the inoutli
speakeihi." We iiiay take it as a settled principle of a iian's.- hile, that if hie
ducs not bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, the Spirit of God is not dwelling
within hîim. Oîue simple question nîust decide the matter. WVhat fruit does
a nian bring forth ? I)oes he repent? Does lie believe with bis whole heart
on the Lord Jesus ChTist? Docshliive ajust life? Ioes heovercome the
world and the fieshi? If thiese fruits are wanting, it is needless for us to talk
of hlm liaving the Spirit of Chribt rcigîiing within hinm. It is useless to say
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