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The Five Loaves.

Wwhat 1t the little Jewish lad
Thbat gumnier day had fatled to go
Down to the lake, because he had
Sc small a store of loaves to show

“The press I8 great,” he might have said,
* For f0od the thronging puuple call .

1 only have five loaves of bread,
And what are they among them all ?”

And back the mother's word might come,
Her coaXxing hand upon his hair

“yet go ; for they might comfort some,
Among the hungry children there.”

Lo. to the lakeside forth he went,
Bearing the scant supply he had*

And Jesug with an eye intent,
Through all the crowds, beheld the lad,

And faw the loaves and blessed them
Then
Beneath his hand the marvel grew ;
Be brake and Wesad, and br ke g in
The lpaves wero neither smallrnor foew

For, 88 we know. {2 came to pass
That hungry thousands there were fed
While gitting on the fresh green grass,
From that ope basketful of bread

11 from his home the lad that day
tiis five small loaves had falled to tal.r.
Would Christ have wrought -cah ab:
,-

S}y -
That miracle beside the lake ?

PROGRESS IN JAPAN

The Japanese are among the brightest
and mogt intelligent people of the Orjent.
Ot them it may almost be said in the
words of Scripture, * That a nation is
born in a day.” A few years ago it was
almost unknown and its influence was al-
most utterly insignificant. Now, it is
one of the great war powers of the world.
It hrapled in a few wecks the most
populoug natjon on thie face of the earth,
one ten times its size. It has adopted in
a marvellous manner, Western insitu-
tions and Western civilization. It has
an admjrable public school system, with
first-clags colleges and a great imperial
university. It is the only one of Eastern
nations which has adopted representative
institutjons and has iis regularly clected
Parllament, n considerable number of
whosé members are converts to Chris-
tianity.  Its postal, telegraph, and rail-
way svstéms will compare favourably
with those of any country in the world.
The People are of very kindly disposition,
and ste very polite and courteous to each
other. and exceedingly fond of thelr chil-
dren.  Japan has been called the para-
dice of boys aia girls. so many ingeni-
us tors are made for their amusement.
nad so yeartily €o their elders enter into
he fun,

To the waking up of the spirit to the
dvantages of Wostern civilization. the
hristtan Churches have largely contri-
buted. In this our own Church has
talien a prominent part.  Our mission to
apad was our first foreign misslona~y
nterprise. begun by those veteran mis-
sionaries, Dr. Cochran and Dr Mac-
donald. Twenty vears ago, at the Cen-
ennial Exposition at Philadelphia, T said
to one of the Japanese Commissioners.
* Do Fou know Dr. Cochran or Dr. Mac-
onald 7* The man brightened up and
1d. “Whr, Dr. Macdonald baptized me.”
1e also told me that another of the com-
fssloners was a member of our Church
n Japan. I asked him why it was that
he Japanese adopted the Western cos-
ume while the Chinese still wore thelr
ig-lalls and long gowns. He laughed
nd replied that he supposed that the
apatese Wers more receptive of Western
deas and institutions. The circumsiance
llustrates the Dolley of the nation and
np thelr remarkable progress.

We have now about thirty-six miss on-
arfes, including unative preachers, in
Japan, with a separate Conference. Ffe-
sldes the missionuries of the Woman's
Misslonary Soctety, who have seve-nl
cducational and industrial schoolg, in
orphanage, and other operations. we
have tn all 65 preaching appointments,
70 Sunday-schools, and 2,800 scholars.
There are 19 ministers, 44 preachers and
local preachers, 20 exhorters, and 96 clase
leaders.

‘The Japauese are very fond of music,
ard although much of ft 18 very dis-
cordant to Western «vars, yet the natives

A MISSIONARY TEA.
uy 7. ¢ w'are

Ruth's face vas flushed and her cyves
were faurly ape.kling from ¢ xeftement as

she rushed ‘ato the »ftting roon. upon
her return from Salibath-school
U, mother,” she exclaimed *do put

on a preat Lig thinking cap and help me
“Why, my dear.” aad her mother,
*what 8 the ma'ter* Why do-s my
daughter want so much thinking done
this lovely Satbath day *”
© Q. mo her, the superintendent told us
that there would bte a missienary from

-

JAPANESR FINGING GIRLIS.

seero to like it, which spears much for
their fortitude. The Japanese have very
rare taste in art.  Their painting. em-
broldery, bronze modelling, and tapestsy
are of surpassing excellence and beauty.
The native costume, as shoxn in our cnt,
fs singularly graceful. The Japanese
lanterns are also quite artistic.

Broken friendships may bh%es mended,
but It is usually a poorlr done Jjob
that will sood need to bas done over
anin

India at our rchool next Sunday., and
that he would give us a talk on that
country, and a collection would be taken
for him by classes, and to the class that,
without the help of their tearher. gave
the most money, he would present a ban-
ner made by native workmen.” By this
time Ruth’s breath was well-nigh gone ,
but, hurriedly gathering a fresh supply,
sho continued : ** And you know, mother,
our class is so rmall— only xeven of us
Each of us is goirg tn think ay hard ae
can be. and to-morrow aft« rmoan we have
o meeting *»erea 1 ¥new von wouldn't

mind my having them come to our house
—nnd declde what to do "

“Well, my dear, we will say no more
about it to-day, dbut 1 will be at your
meeting 8. hear what the others have
thought of, and try and help you out.”™

Seven more earnest [{ttle giris could
not Lw found than were grouped about
Mrs. Thornton, op thggpleasant plaxea,
next afternoon. They were quite anx'
ous that she should tmmediately take
charge of the meeting and suggest what
should be done to rnlse the money. But
very wisely sho first heard each girl give
her plans, and when nll had expressed
themselves, sho rald -«

* Well. my dears. Nellle has, 1 belleve,
thought out the very thing for you to do ,
and that (s to Rive a missionary tea .
and T will help y 1 by offering jyou the
use of our lawn, Luuse, and myeself ™

0, you dear mother,” cried Ruth,
throning her artus about her mothers
neck.

Such  chattaring you  never  heard
Exven Tollv in her cege tuok 1t up. and
her cries of  Polly wanta a cracker, Dolly
wants gome tea,” rang out ahrilly above
the volces of the girls. nnd greatly
am ised them

Afer 4 o grear dent of t3lking and ap
pals teo Mrs Thorh'on a Judgment 1t was
decided to Lave the tea on Friday esen

ing and that 11 sheall be kept a pro
fund ec et R:th's father who was
ed e o one of tte Tual papers wery

hitly offered to do their prtting fr »

Seoon Thur-dsy eveniug evervlaly
was astonished and fiilled with curtosity
when Mr. Thornton's office boy threw (n
to their yarls a hanib"l rating as ol
lews @

Seven young maidens will be pleased
to rvcelve you at seven oclock Fruday
evening. and make you gevenfold happy,
for the small sum of seven cents. Mrs
It Thornton’s, Chestnut Streot

To say the girls’ unique entertainment
met with success but feebly expresars ft,
for the lawn and house were fillead.
Scattered about under the trees wepre
seven small tables at each of which atood
one of the lttle Maldens, who upon the
pavment of seven centa Gispensed aand-
wiches and cofice, aleo giving to each
purchaser a ticket. which admitted him,
§0 1t read, to the art gallery

This feagure of the entertalnment had
be n the suggestion of Ruth's oldest
hrother, and was in his charge. The
lnarge reception hall had been usei for his
cxh bir, Here, In various forms, was
made prominent the figure seven *“The
Seven Sleepers’ were represented by
~ven youths, wha made sorry work of
keeping sl Then off to one stde
1004 " The Seven \Wise Men * lonking aa
rrave and decorots as Siuch noted people
should. Still in another corner * The
Seven Wonders of the World” were
cleverly represented, and cansed the viag-
{oT8 to remark upon Arthursg {ngenuity.
So on. throuch ail the legends of that
mystical aumber, had the representstion
been carried out as perfectly as posaible.
Nor did the wonders of this entertaln-
m:nt cease here, Tor Mary Jones' sister,
Florence, had organized a cholr of sevon
miswes, who digcoursed awee! music dur
ing the evening

It is neecless to may which class made
the best showing the next Sunday and
not only war the hanner given thia en-
terprising clars, but the missionary waa
80 pleased when he heard from the
superintendent haw the money had heen
ratsed that he told them be would make
1 sperfal enntritmtion of I* toward the
cducatien of a gir! pow in a mixsfonary
sche.s fitting herxel! fo- a teacher, that
she might some dav go hack and tall her
own prople of Jesus and the wonders his
love works in the hearts of men.—lHerald
and Preshyter

Read the Sunday-achool lesson at leazy
once a day.



