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PLEASANT HOURS.

must he alve, & living Sa.

THE S8TORK FAMILY.
Iy many Innds the stork family is held

m high howour.  In many puuts of the
Europein continent they are encouraged to
build thewe nests on the chimueys, steeples,
and trees uear dwellmgs.  Indeed, as an
inducement to them to piteh their quarters
on the houses, hoxos are sometimes erected-
on the roufs, and happy is the household
which thus sccures the patronage of a
stork.  In Morocco and in Eastern coun-
tries also storks are looked upon as sacred
birds, and with good reasons, for they ren-
der very useful servico both as seavengers
and as shayers of snnkes and other reptiles,
In most of tho towns a stork’s hospital wilt
be found. Tt consists of an enclosure to
which are sent all birds that have been -
Jured.  They are kept in tls infirmary—
which is generally supported by voluntary
contributions ~until thoy regained health
and strength.  To kill a stork is regarded
s an offence.

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER

ETL DIES IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.

A.D. 46.) LESSON VIIL [Nov. 20,
PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY SERMON,
Acts 13, 26-43.] {Memory verse, 38,

Gonvex Trxr.

To yon is the wond of this salvation sent.
—Auts 13 26

Cextrat TruTIL

The promises and prophecies of the Old
Testament are fultilled i Chinst Jesus,

CIrcUMsTANCER

Paul and Bamalas, without tarrying at
Perga, where they lauded from Cyprus, went
inland to the north, till they came to the
large city of Antioch, a very different city
from that from which they started on this
journoy. Here on the Sabbath they went to
the Jewish a{:ago e, and wero 1nvited to
speak. Paul Pu: y rehoarsing some of the
early history of the Jews. He would show
them how the Scriptures were fulfilled in
Jesus.

Hxres Over HARD Pracks.

This Salvation - In Jesus. (Versca 25-25)
They kneto him not—~They did not recognize
hins as the Messiah. SoJesussaid : ¢ Father,
forgive them ; for they know not what they
do."  Fulptled them—Such prophecics as Isa
53; Zech. 13. 7. Only a crucified Redcemer
waking atoncment for sin could be the true
)hdi But that alons was not enough, Ry

viour  [ence Pagl dwells

&t h on lis resurre
tin Secowd pralin Verse 7
Hhoo art my son Gad was

the Father of Jusus, and re

cognizxdt hun as by Son on
several ovonsions,  Luke 1

A, Mae 317,17 6 He
saet Sev lan, 55,30 1wl
e gea the sure mereres uf
Dared  Nawcly, the promse
2 Sam 7 13 16), that -
Vit s e should be estab

hished for over m his descen-
danta.  Thou shalt not suyfer,
ete, Psa. 10. 10—=Paul’s ar-
gunent 1a that this promiso
could not apply o David
personally, for 1t was not
true of him, but to lus Son,
of whom it was true.  Justs-
hed —Treated as of just, as
if hie had never suined.  Je-
ware - Prolably Paul saw
suine aigus of disappr hatan
in his audience.  n the pro-
phets The book of the
prophets.  Thess worldy aro
fron Hab, 1. 5. But the
r1eference 18 to the cfforts of
the prophets to keep the
kingdlom from heing des-
ttoyedd, butin vain,  When
the Jerwa—"FThis shonld read:
* When they,” the aposties.
Omit the word **Gentiles.”
As the apostles were leaving
the meeting, variouy pers.ns
usked them to coms again,

Iind in this lesson —

1. A wrong way of reading
the Bible.

2 Two things by which Cheist becumes our
Savionr.

3. Some blessings to which we arc invited.

4. A warmng,

Rxvixw Exercise.

1. To what place did Paul go next? *To
Antinch, the eapital of Pisidia.” 2 \What
did he do there? *“ He preached on the Sab-
bath in the Jowish synagogue.” 3 What
did he preach? ** That Jesus 18 the Saviour
of all who believe.,” 4. How did he prove it
to them? ‘* By their own Scriptures.” §.
W\ tint did he entreat them to do? ¢ To take
warmng from the past lustory of their people.”

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

Repeat IIL and IV. of the Ten Command-
ments.

111, Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain.

IV. Rememter the Sabbath-day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt tlion labour, and do all-
thy work ; but the soventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy wanservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, thesea, and all that
in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath-day,
and hallowed it.

ONE OF GOD'S PINTURES.

“FarHer, what is the definition of
artist 7" said Frod Inglesant, looking up
suddenly from his book.

** In what particular sense iu it to bo ap-
plied 3" was the questioning reply.

* Painting,” saud Fred.

**The simplest definition, T think, would
b . Ono who producesa pleasing and natu-
ral effect in the harmony of colour, skilful
grouping, and correct outline of his scenes
or furms. He who comes nearest to nature
13 a truo artist. It requires a keen oyo, a
ready touch, and a soul alive toall that is
good and beautiful, to reproduce the work
of the greatest artist the world has over
known or ever will know.”

“Do you mean Michael Angelo or Ra-
phacl 7 asked Fred.

¢« No, neither of these ; if you walk out
with me, I will show you ono of his pic-
tures.”

As nono of their friends had handsome
patings, Fred was surprised, and his sur-

yrise mcreased as they neared tho river.

18 father stopped. ** What do you sce?”
ho asked.

+“The river dotted with sails,” Fred said,
looking questioningly at his father. _

“Yes, a clear, lowing stream widening

out until it is touched by the heavenly
azure of tho sky, over which float opal
clouds, with hero and thero breaking
through them tloods of golden hight; al
this reflected m tho murrer below, as are
the white smls ghding su smuothly over
1it.”

), now I sev tho picturo you promised
me, father!” exclanned Fred, catching
sone of tus father's mspiration.  *‘ Sce
how 1t 18 framed n by those troes, which
seemn to form an uarch over thus end of it,
and the rocks on tlus sde, and all the
tanglo of wild lowersand vines. Even this
old log holps to make it moro perfoct,
doesn't it 7"

His fathoramiled. ‘I noed not tell you
whu 18 tho greatest artist now, I see,” he
smd., **Tho best eritic can find no fault
with his work."

Tommy's S8chool.

© GROGRAIHY S a nuisance, and arithmetic's a
bore,"
Snid Tomny, with a frown upon his face.
1 hate the sight of grummars, and my Latin
makes me roar;
It's always suro to get we n disgrace.
When I'm aman,” he added, as he threw his
school hooks down,
“I'll hase a school that boys will think is
fino !
They need not know an adjective or adverh
fromn » noun.
Nor whether Cresar bridged the Po or
Rhine.

I don't care if they think that George the
third was King of Spam, .
\When these old fogics lised so long ago.
Or if they all should answer that the Volga is
in Maine,
What diffetence would it make, I'd like to
know ?
But instead of useless things T'll teach ’em
how to coast and skate s
They all shall learn to row and suil a boat,
And how to fire & pistol, and tc shoot a ritle
straight,
And how to swim, and how to dive and float.

*We'll play at tennis, and at cricket all the
live-long duy ;
And then there’s polo, and—Oh. yes, foot

And base ball they shall every single one learn
how to play,
For that’s thie most important thing of all.
I tell you,” finished Thomans, ““1'll huve oneof
just that kind ;
Then all the boys, you see, will want to go.
They will not run away and say iy school's
an *awfuol grind,’
Or call the lessons dull and hard, 1 know,”
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THE BEAUTY THAT LASTS.

Bravty is called a dangerous gift, not
heeauso it is nat good to be Leautiful, but
because the girl who is pretty is almost
certain to think that her beauty is all-sufli-
cient. With it she imagines she can con-
quer her kingdom. She does not consider
that beauty may fade. It is something as
difficult for her to realize as death itself is
to the young; it is far off, vague, all but

impossible.

ﬁ%w is she ever going to look other than
she does now, and still be horself? And,
at any rate, thero are always tho means to
make the repairs of beauty, and sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.

And so, in an averagepf more than half
the instances, sho goes dancing off' about
her pleasure like a fiy in the'sun, as full of
the present, as carcless of the future. She
makes no preparation for the impending
fate which is.sure to come to her if sho
lives long enough. Sho relics on her fair
face, her blushes, her dimples, her radi-
ance, her smiles, her glances, her sweet.
ness.

To pleaso and attract is the aim of her
life, and it does not need the cultivation bf
the sterner virtues for that. The pretty
girl ignores intellectual cultivation.

‘Who cares for syllogiams, lectures, in-
structinna 7 she unconaciously argues, from
rosy lips. Who will atop to ask if the
bright eyos have dulled themselves over
dry g cs of scholastic loro? Let who
will bolearned; it is enough for her to bo
gny and happy. What, then, has our pretty
creature loft for the dim passage of middle
age, whon beaaty has fallen away, but there
still is left tho desire to hold captive what
onco besuty gained ?

The tiune oqgingwhmtbmwinbo.

deop crescents around tho mouth, whg
JIovely curves have all been dragged do
by flaccid muscles ; when there will be g
spider-wob lines about tho eyes; wh
thore will be hollows in the cheeks .
tho red and winte of the skin will have }
come blurred and mottled, or ovaorlsid wi
yollow sallowness

Let tho pretty girl romembor that in
darkness of that nuddle passage tho beag
that she had before she entered it w1 ng
sgmfy , all the faces aro in tho darkne
togother then, thoe girl that was plain wiy
the girl that was beautiful, Thoe wreck
beauty smignifies then no moro than
wreck of what never was benuty.

It is the sweet voico, the kindly maune,
tho burden of what is said, the tender
heartedness of what is done, that
with any offect then.

It will not be long before sho arrives
this time, which, in comparison to tho b
of youth, noighbours close on the dark
and she will need then all with which she
can have filled her intellect and fed he
soul, all that wit and virtue and brecding
can have given her, in order to retain any
thing of that kingdomn to which in th
early days she felt horself born by righ
divine.-—8Sidney, in Golden Days.

JURNING PAPER HOUSES IN
CHIN

Tur Chineso believe that if they bu
paper money, paper houses, and othe
things that rcf;rcscnt. something that i
useful to people in this world, the spin
of thoir departed friends can use them j
the other world,

The house contains chuirs and table
and efligies of men and women servant
and clothes, and shoes, and trunks full «
p.’l{wr nioney. and cooking utensils.

Vhile the house was burning, one of tb
priests sprinkled on the fire the blood of
cock, believing that by so doing the ho
would in some way be transformed into
spint-land habitation for the departed on
and that its contents could also be use
The preparing and burning of these thing
wero evidences of their love. ’
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ALFRED H, MILES.
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Divisions:

1. Legends. 13 selections.

2. Life, Progressand Duty. 9 selectio

3. Balluds, 9 selections. .

4, Sacred, Moral and Religions.
gelcctions. i

5. Short Pocms for Young Reciters. 3
selections.

6. Prose. 8 selections,

Price, 35 cents. - - Postpaid

This is sure to be a popolar book.
The ““Legends” are all such as conveys
distinct lcsson; the lays of *f Life, Pro:
gress and Duty™ are full of euergy,
inspiration and hope; the *‘Ballads™
contain stories of .social virtue and de-.
mestic piety; the * Sacred, Moral as
Religious ™ selections.include poems o,
Scripture incidents and records of Chris-:
tian experience; the ¢* Short Poems fur
Young Reciters” will, it is hoped, prow!
a storebonse of bright things for the ush,
enjoyment and inspiration of the
scholars of our P‘nnd.y-u:héoh.‘
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