PRIGGINGS FROM PUNCH.
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INSENSIBILITY TO FAMINE.

There are many people who do not know when
they have had enough; but, according to Sir
Fitzroy Kelly, there ave also many—so many as
to include the majority of Her Majesty’s subjects
—who cannot tell when they have had too little.
Lord Derby’s Solicitor General has made this dis-
covery, and imparted the new-found truth to his
constituents of East Suftolk, whom he is reported
to have thus addressed at. the hustings:—

%It has been said that upwards of 2,000,000
quarters of wheat mare were imported in 1550 and
185 than in 1845 and 1816, before the repeal o
the Corn Laws tovk place. * * * While I
admitted, as I do nowv, the truth of the fact that
there was this increase in the importation, I
venture to assert that the food, the comforts an
cujoyments of the peaple have been in no wise
increased, have not, taking them as a mass, been
increased at all; for if 3,000,000 more quarters
have been imported, 3,000,000 quarters less have
been produced in this country.”?

The people at large, before the repeal of the
Bread Tax, were certainly not in the perfect
fruition of food, comforts and Inxuries. These
gaod things according to Sir Frmrov Krnny,
have since in no wise increased.  Therefore they
have diminished: for the popnlasion has gone on
increasing.  But the vlllgar cry is still ¢ Hooray
for cheap Bread!” which, zs your friend Everin
would, say, i3 absurd, ridiculous, preposterous, if
it means scarcity, as it does if we are to believe
Sin Fitzroy Kty

So much corn hias been imported, so much less
haes been grown, so many more inonths to feed,
g0 much less bread for each: thatis the case of
our learned friend.  Well: suppose, we have not
eaten so very much more bread than we used to
cat. May not Sm Firzrov Krivy find an ex-
planation of this circnmstance in the fact that we
have caten more meat? Lread is not the only
article of foud we rejoice in. A very general
opinion prevails that Free Trade hias enlarged eur
dictary altogether; so that the masses are not so
restricred as they were to bread-dinners.  Most
of us go about under an idea that we have par-
taken, in additional measure, of beef, wutton,
veal, and Iamb: but this, the Soniciton GuNerar
will perhaps tell us, is an illusion.  Now it is not
the fact, threhe has himselfheen studying clectro-

biology, and trying to impress the susceptible
subjects of Fast Sufiolk with a faney that a belly-
ful is short-cominons ?

But it Free Trade is a delusion, why shonld the
Derbiyites seck to undeceiveus? Iow crncl of
them to disturb our blessed halluciaation! If we
we imagine we have a Lotus in the big loaf]
humour the national mania, allow us to continue
in the entoyment of it : if we are crazy, neverthe-
less you see it keeps us gniet.

Gornex Prosprcrs-—Owing to the expected
influx of gold from Austeali, it i3 revorted in the
ibest informed circles that Gold Stick will ulti-
mately have his wand of office composed of the
precious metal.  The metal, however, will he less
{precious than it is at present; and the rise in cow-
parative value ofthe secondary metallic substance,
iwill render it, by aad by, a much more fortunate
lot than it is even now, to be born with a silver
spooD in one’s mouth.

A DOUGBTFUL POINT.
LooxiNG overa file of the 7hmes newspaper the
other day, our ¢ye was canght by the following
passage i—

“ 1 consider as geeat Criminals thase who, by
personal ambition, wouid comprond - the small
anount of stability guaranteed us by the Consti-
tution.”

These gentle reader, ave the wards of Presi-
neNT Lotis Navonzov, deiivered in b 3

to the Frencih Assembly upon its opening wn Nov-
cmber, 1850, Theirgquotation, we think, is mther
opportunc just now; for if Loun Manussugnv't
** Extradition of Foreixgn Criminals Biil ¥ had
passed into I, it clearly might have been ques-
tioned whether, in the cvent of the above speaker
secking refage on onr shores, we should ot have
bound, upon iz own **considering,” tosend him
back ngain
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QurDo6 Day Nemner—Wehbad sone thought
in consequence of the heat, of preseating our
readers this week with amunber of iced Punck ;
but having to go to press rather before puhlication,
it occurred to us that the weather mizht chauge
in the meanwhile; sn.. besides, the refrigerative
process would have been vt ded ¥ same
Witlicuity, which could only have “ines swrmsounted
by the coolest impudence.




