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ONV LAKE, AND PRAIRIE.

(Coninuiedfroiiipage So.)

0 follow in spirit those Assiniboine and Saskatchewan. Only the
-apostles in their voluntary purest zeal, and te mnost generous devotion
exile, experience their to the work of conversion of the poor
hunmble lot or to acconi- Indians could couniterbalance the spirit of-

paytheni in their viýits loneliness that weiglied hini doivi.
to tic Indian camps, to Althoughi lie did flot regret the sacriice
record sonie of their lie lad made to God, lie found consolation

heicdeeds, to listen to in con fiding a few tears to the waters of the

travels, their labors, their fatigues and after repeated minglings. with other strealls,
consolations, to, feel tie very pulsations of reachi the St. Lawrence that waslied the
their generotis h earts, w~ilI be a pleasure to shiores of bis native home where d'vcll
tUe nmaîy who admîire these brave mission- lus loving inother.
aries, w~hile it will be interesting even to A poetic nature may find beauties in
those who do flot shiare the saine enthu- the landscapes of the vast prairies, it ini>
sîasm. enjby travelling throughi the thick %vild

Now that industry and progress are forests, or sailing o'er the glassy surface
wvorking such wvonders ini the great Northî of the ex.-tensive lakes and rapid flowinc
Western territories, the condition of the rivers ; but tlîe poetic: feeling forsak-es
nîissionaries bias undergonc a change in even the inost enthusiastic of nmen wbien
mainy localities, but for the gfreater nuniber tlîey are confronted by fatigue, bunger,
touls and fatigues have increased ratlier cold, tlîirst and every bodily ill. l'len
than dinuiinishied. W\hile the various the pure desire of saving souls alone
missions lying along the iniglîty coner- survives to stimiulate the energy requrct
cial artery called the Canadian Pacific in the apostle, and it alone will sustain
Railway bave suddenly beeri transforrued, him. Like a burrting fire within his breast
as if by magic into villages or tbriving it will quicken bis blood when, in Uic cold
tow'ns and are easily reached, the stations of 'vinter, hie travels over the endlcss
nortbward reniain stili as lonely and de- prairie, to bring the good tidings of the
serted and as difficuit of access as they faitli to sorne far away tribe or adnîinister
wvere thirty years ago w'ben the rivers and the consolations of religion to the dying
lakes were the only ineans of conmunica- children of the force. It mîust be Said
tion, tlue bark canoe the only conveyance, that tbe zeal of the new apostles wvas won
the paddle and sturdy sinews of the derfully blessed by God. Whîle thirty
voyageurs the only locomotive. years ago tbere were scarcely two or three

A h-aif a century " ts flot yet elapsed buts as chapels f3r an area of over one
since tbe first Oblate missionaries launched million square miles, tbere are now tbree
tbeir frail canoe ncar Montreal. I-av- vicariates, with one bundred and fifty
ing crossed tbe St. Lawvrence tbey pro- cliapels and as many nîissionaries aniongst
ceeded up the- Ottawa river, passed ]3ytown wboni are four bisbops. The hîarvebt of
now the Capital of tbe Dominion, and souls bas also been abundant considerinc
reacbed Mattawa. Erorn thence tbrough the difficulies tbat had to be overcone.
a cliain of lakes and rivers, after a journey Several thousand Indians are now con-
of over two montbs tbey finally reacbed vertcd to tbe true faitb ; tbey receivcd
tic Red River in 'Manitoba and landed regular visits fronî the Fathers and tbicir
ai St. Boniface. Fatber Auber and Father respective bislîops, the cbildren are in-
Tacbé, no;w Arclîbisbdp Taché, were the structed flot only in religion, but also in
t'vo Oblate Fatbcrs who, first perfornied the rudiments of profane knowledg.
this long and tedious jour!îey. In a Training scbools wbere the young- cvefl
sketch whicli Arcbbisbop Tache. 1 îublisbed miay iearn bow to tii tue soil, tbe maidens,
sonie years ago, entitled IlTwenty years bow to, performi domestie: work, bave been
in the missions "bhe describes tbis voyage, founded by tbe Fathers, are supported
and records the feelings of luis youtbful partially by the Federal Government and
beart after ho bad left civilization bebind bave proved very successful.
him and reaclued the shores of the distant
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