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No. O.-PIJNCTUALITY IN THE IIOUSEIIOLD.

Punctuality is a virtue which should ho cultivated in youth by thoe
who hope to succeed ini any calling. Nothing inspires confidence in a
mai seoner than punctuality in word and action. Blessed is ho aniong
-men of whom it can be justiy bo said, " Hie word le as good as his bond."
The Pealmist had evldentiy such a character in view when he said, "liHe
that sweareth to lis own huit, and chaxigeth iiot." lie, and he alone is
immovable. On the other hand there is no habit which sooner sape the
reputation of a man thaxi waxit of puxictuality. Thousands have utterly
failed in life from this cause alone. Waxit of punctuality is net enly
a serieus vice in itself, but it i's the parent of a large pregeny of other
vices, so that ho who becomes its -victim becemes ixivoivod i toils from
which it is almost impossible to, escape. lie who neelessly breaks bis
appointments shows that ho le as reckless of the waste, of others' tiine as
of his own. Hie acquaintances readily conclude that the maxi who je
not conscientioue about his appointmenta will ho equally carelese about
his other engagements, and they will refuse to, trust him, with matters of
importance. No matter how nmany virtues a maxi mnay apparexitly
pesess, if ho bas no regard te his word ýor promise, ho is adjudged as
counterfeit ail through; "«Tekel" hoing evidentiy bis true character-
"lWeighed in the balance and'fouxid wanting." Hexice, being left te, hie
own resources, foreakexi by friexids, spurned by foos, and regarded by no
maxi, be sooxi becomes of ail mon the meet miserable, and eventually
sinke into the grave "1unhonoured and unsung."

Net only thie, but eftexi the failure of one mani te, neet his engage-
ments promptly causes the ruin cf mny others. Maxiy an honest
merdhant bas been driven to, bankruptcy by the delay of lis custemers
te, settle their accouxite. iPuxctuality should therefore ho made a peint
cf conscience. It is a duty incumbent upoxi ail mon. The young maxi
going eut ixite the world should make it his chief study. If ho bas net
beexi taught te tormn the principle cf punctuality li word anid action i
infaxicy, lot hlm, net delude himeif with the idea that it ie easily attained
or that ho can practice it at pleasure whexi necessity demande. It le ne
easy matter te, be punctual. even in youth, under the training cf faithful
parente; but when the mental and moral faculties have beceme seared,
anid the character fixed li after life, it la alinct impossible te uniearn
the habit cf tardixiess and unpunctuality. Though reason ho fully con-
vinced cf its incoxiv-enience and criminali.,y, it sticks te thme maxi as an
ixinate principle ef cur depraàved. nature, and can enly heoevercome by
the most etrenucue persevering efforts and continueus watchfuiness.

lI view of ail thie, it le astonishing how many parente there are who
laeglect te teach their childrexi the dutycf puxictuallty. Sudh xeglect le
criminal li the extreme, having a tendency te, rin the child's prospects
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