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THE "CELESTIAL'S" BOY

Flrst of ail, he is iugged about by his
dear littie mother, with her goat-shaped
feet, tintil he grows big enough to looek
haîf asg big as horsoif, for the baby stage is
a long one in China.

Iieconiing moro independent, ho amuses
himself as bost ho can wlth his young coin-
panions in tossing bits of eartii at a mark,
playlng shuttecock ivith his lieds, flying
his dragon kito, strlking a ernall stick
sharpencd at the ends se as to make it
Jump into a "city," and with a few other
gaines, such as fox and geose, cat's cradie,
jackstoes, etc., or rather the Chinese sub-
stitutes for sucli.

But Chinoso boys come off badly in the
way of amusements, and as toi ctimbing,
running, jumping, X)r anything of an ath-
letio nature, that je not in their line at ail.

Froin generatien te ger.eration the Chin-
e crows build their neets safcly in the vil-

lage trocs, for a boy n2ver moleste thein.
'Don't the boys disturb those nests2"

asked a traveller, looking up an old poplar
in which there were ton or twolve of those
huge mattod affairs.

"Oh, no," was the reply; "our boys don't
cllmb trocs. What if they should fafl?"

Chinese echool days are clreary. By far
the greater numbor of boys nover go to
echool: at aLI, 0f those that do, only m:
small fraction pursue thoir studios far
eneugh to make any practicai use of thees.
The object of tiîeir education je slmply to
gain a degree.

Yeare axe spent in Iearning the very large
number of charactere in this most difficuit
language, the firet stop being te iearn to
know the characters in the family naines.

School begine soon atter sunriso, soine-
times carlier, and, with a short tino for
dinner, lasts until dark. The poor Chinese
lad, a! ter his midday noal is ea.ten, "«re-
turne te the echool-houso, not t.e play in
the yard, but to drop inte his place and
sit like an earthenware image until the rest
have arrived aise, wheri the noise and the
din o! the bellowing, by which the lessone
are supposed to pass to the memory of the
learnor, shows that echool je in full blast.

Thora are in the lifeo f thie boek-ridden
lad no joyous Saturdays, and no regular
holldays of any sort, excèpt such as ho ean
beg or steai."

Chineso studios have been compared te,
<'gnawing a wooden pear." Tediouo and
profitlcss, the learning gained wlth vast

ameunt of labor is of ne actuai value in
a! ter life.

The Chinese youth, howover, masters twe
lessens theroughiy-those o! obedienco and
respect of authority, and also industry.

Ho it net, indeed, without humility; ire
fact, ho has a great amount of it. Ho
knows that ho knows nothing, that ho nov-
or did, nover ehaîl, nover caa know anya-
thing, and also that it makes vory littie
differonce what lhe knows. Hie has a bliad
respect for iearning, but ne iclea o! gather-
lng any crumbe theroof for himeîf.

About the ago of sixteon, but o! ton eari-
ier, the important cercmo 1 y of marriago
takos place. The wvedding je frequontiy has-
tened because an additional servant is
necdcd, and the bride will supply the want.
For this roason, many Chinose womea are
oldor than their huebande. "When they axe
betrothod, the bigger they axe the botter,
because thoy can do ail the more work."
The eider folk ee no unfitnese in xnarrying
a slip of a boy te a full grown woman
double hie sîze. For hînseif, peor lad, lhe
has ne say in the natter. When the wed-
ding ceron onies are over the lad stili ro-
mains as bof ore, under th control of hie
fathor, whiio the bride is c'bliged in ail
thinge te suhnit te her moti'er-in-law. If
at echool, the hueband wiil continue hie
studios as usual.
.If ho le duil, and cannot nak*e the "soven

empty particles' -tho terrer of the unex-
pert Chinese eeeayist-fit inte hie laborieus
sentences te the satisfaction of hie teacher,
ho iýs net uîilikoly te be beaten over the
hea-i for hie lack of understanding, and can
thon go weeping homo, te have hie wlfe
stick a blackc gummy. sticky plaster, over
the area of hie chastiseniont.

We have known a Chinose bey that had
the dropsy very badly, but who could net
15e poreuaded te take a single dose o! medl-
cine that was at ail bitter. If pressed te
do se by hie fond nother, ho either "rew-
ed" or criod. If net allowed toecat two
whoie watornolons at a tino, hie tactics
were the sanie, a ecene of violent temper or
of dismal. hewling grief. He was merely
prelonging into yeuth the plan univereally
adopted ln the childhoed of Chinese chil-
dren.

Yet this sensitive infant of seventeen had
been maxried for severai years, and leaveq
9, widow te nieurn the& fact, t1ai. drugs,
dropsy and watermeions have blighted lier
existence.-Regions Beond.
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