- @he Poung I

—t M UL] UM IN PAR VO —

7L, 1,

HALIFA‘{ N. s, JUNE and JULY 1878

lnenose,

NOS. 4 ard .

Written for the Bluenose,

DIVING FOR PEARLS.

v BY FRED E. NEWCOMBE.

T was once my goud fortune
about twenty years

ago to be
n the vicinity ofthedivisgaoads
var one of the largest of the South
ea Islands. Perhaps, you
earmy experienee, you will think
wis my bad tortune instead

ood tortune,

after

bur T consider it one
1 thie most plessant reminiseences
oy life. Perhaps my  readers
iving for pearls was thea conduet-
Jamoug the uatives of those is.
luelss 1 will teil vou.

Farly in the mornine a boat,
chich we here in the States might
would leave
e islaned with perhaps eighteen
s twenty divers aboard, and would
w for the diving  ground.

caominats a1 barge.

v hich
b this time was aboat halt & mile
Fshore to the West.  The native
vers were clothed ia a very prim-

ive costie sieh as we are told
Jdam and Eve we e accusomed
don when they were in the full
Pioymeat of their pro-perity i
+ Garden of Elen. Oune of them
ore at this time a paper collar
hid a delapidated stove pipe hat,
il for this,
< fellows. Although the collar
1z of a rich golden color, andun-
T 10 possibility could have been
speeted of ever havingbeen white

we @ rather care worn appear-
fce, this made no difference. 1
Jgesume among these simple sava-

do not know how the process of

and onjy thic reason,
az accounted qaite a chief among’

fd although the hat did cerlainly

tges, a paper collar was like u piees
of meercham( ?)is with us, its val
ue is enhanced by ita color. How-

tfrom the momeni suy one of the
natives donned any article of wear-
ing apparel, he viar then andthere
rated as a dandy of the first wate.

Betore the stact from the island,

ever this way e, cevtain it is chat |

“so small quantity,

the boat iz londed as eavily as
possible  with stoaes varving in

weight from thivty to ~ixiy pounds.
The grounds reacied . the hoat an-
chored, and cach one of the divers
tikes 2 stone either between his
feet or in his arms and jumps into
The weleht carries him
he
in

the sea.
direcily to the bottom,  where
inmediately himselt
louking around for an oyster hed.

('mpln'\'.\

This found and the diver proceeds
to knovk off the at-
tached pearls as he can see or un-
til his  breath
he stows away in a leather bag
for

7
go

> of

naay

gives out.  These
which is hung around hiz neek
the purpose. and afier letting
the stotie, he swims o the top und
thenee to die boat, where he de-
posits his treasares, and pro('cmls

in a like maaoer tfor more,  This

and out ameng the sharks, imme-
diately & white picce of rag wis
thrown into the water, the sharks
seemed to have their auger avoused
and onee in this condition wounld
attack auy one of the human per-
suasion be  he black or white.
Blood aets iv o like mamner, and
once blood iz drawn, he it in ever
there is little
hope for that man,

One day, the sharks
seemed to have utterly desevted us,

however,

“and 1 obecame  fool-hardy  enough

“of the boat, and the natives

to determine to try diving myself,
I was then one of the proprictors
en-

“deavored to dissuade me from mak-

ing the trip to the bottom of the
e but no, I wouldn't be dissua-
ded, and nothiug would do but 1

must try it myself. I thought [
couldn’t come back to the States

awl not be able to say I had onee
tried diving for pearls.

The natives of course hadtogive
in and stripping off my elothes and
taking one of the smoothest stones

' [ could find, they assisted me over

i< continued at shoet intervals un- |

11} dark.
of course cease.

Althengh sharks abound inthese
waters, they will rarely if cver
molest a davk skinued native, but
the moment a white man is adven-
"turesome enough as to mingle with

w hen all operations must

the natives in the water. thesharks
will at once be attracted in great
numbers.  Anything white seems
'to have something attractive to a
‘shark’s eye. Imdeed, T have seen

“when I did,

the side of the boat and down 1
went. The sensation was peculinr
to zay the least, and it seemed to
me hours before I reached the bot-
tom.  Onee there, my breath was
all gone aud there was nothing for
me to do but to droep the stone and
swim up again.

Aftera few moments, nothing
daasted, I took a larger stone aund
a longer breath and started  down.
ward again. W hen I reached the
hottom this time I was too surprs-
ed at first to open my eyes, but
I saw lIying at my

natives ewimming in the sea, in foet one of the nicest lot of pearls



