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Little q ie
A Story of the St.
CL-tr Flais. jE .1

fi w i l i. ("t'ittaueth.S u OlIl.X aller lhi% -ab'twa uuho

taillrcil>a uili eeduî auav jîhi

doulelod dwî atiîv id cuauuiiilat grew
uiarriowcr anJd iîroe tilt il -seeuuîed scarcetv
muore liat a sjl1 c, îb: ead anmo:g thue uiiarlie%.

St '.IialoW i wais tiliai ai tintes lthe bioatt s keel
ri.,Iped ;ilong tlit sauud, and (lie reeds -in %-:tci

'.idc îuk lc iei ic h fuce lis tliey fîtreed tîteir
slowv wa'. tuiroutgh. lus andit oui, ri.ind and
abtiit aidrth te tiny lasse. miue suit stenucd

danut'autg madlv in thle tees. No%% il wvas to
thie rinlit of hcris, nov to lthe letfi t im. Now
thly 'v ere %teoriitg dircîly easI, now agaisu as
directtv wet .Xud nv .auî aI once iluere %'as
hlo nuore aîin clialiluel ait .1l, but ouil ait, dlense

rcetds :ll abIlout ttieluî. But Madeleinue Iliruist
dwtlier long poli' anioug the &,rr'sses, auit

liîislued sreadily tin across te recdv sncadow,
lîntil wi'chi a1 hIound Ille boat ghideti outi mbo a

dlean space oif opesî water l;ke a iîy inlauti pool.
aîrouiud whuicli oui e%-erv- sjde the rcds grcw
îiiick aînd close. Htorace gave a1 low wiie
of s-urprise. Flomttag oui thue blue surface was
a mnass oU while pondh-lilies oth leir shilling satin
beaves, and iii the nîidst of thiese an ohui hoat las'
i a:uclor, fillcO with carili andi phantecl t the

liriiti wtu flowers that grew ai t hrough and
.ives one .ziothir lin a hewildcrinig tanigue of
huxurni:uc-paiisies lifing tiuir quaint faces to

pcep lin wide-eyed wonid aI ieir siurroundings;
cantivîtîft stnigup sîraiglit anud stiff, dlaim-
iutg ils denuocr:utic r iglut 10 live' w"iereî-er it l i-se

to %et is luaîrdy fo ot ; ictioîrope .11U minîloni-
elle ; geranlîtunis, e.aisies. and iweet pe:us.

So tii is vour gardemi, i% il, fini1e nuagi-
cua ? sid H oraice, lookiîg about Iiiii with
îindisg in iîlrcsî. IlI docs vois w~ondcnfîil

credut. lloiv ditl v'oî gel hIt the flowcrs.?
S'ohiiugi hutit .Iagistai: gron~s ln thiese mar-
shies.",

M:îdclciîic ,tood Ioaniîîg oui lier pole, Iookiuîg
over ier tiiv toloain, lier stipple shcudcrncss

otithlii hy tuie siraiglit folds of lier coarse red
i.inghialî. , 'liclî, cut 1 lIUîlc openî in th Uiicck,
andi w~ith loose sheeves rolled tip ito the shilder,
sltowed lier %liapciiv bro%, n anitils anud round,
sniti0tti, voltig ihînoat. Sise liat ihîntisi back,
lier broad-.brinilctt ned liait, and lier black,
calrIs clisîcreti iluich<lv btliult lier filce, lu whii
iluere wîas -lot a trace of the oi llenes

i11got sonic tif ilie ilittvcrs ai :lgozuac.'
N.c answercd .u~l "ati thie resi the

bes,>csM'. I havde,,&ns me wlieuu site
went away hast y.n.Tliev grew lii betîs% ai
tlie 1 tot 'of tlue»Iiots. douî't voit rcmîcnlber ?
1 kepi chîcun ini thiebauîe tuoîghil thte
uinter. h was sob afraid ilicv wo.uld tie. S.-onie
oh ta diti. but tlîcsc lit cd] An~îd -,e %-ou

hI.a-. !t' *ii,'dl utius1.ucks !al

Putsiiiuig ;t'.ute thec tiore lutxurniant plauut'. t'

sue '.pokzc sue liroîuîrli huuo %l,. ae .Iviirtli,
s~-.îg~ ush.îonuictl %tuli a Icut% siragî~i
orsi %'..1 ht' b~ii'turanc-ui cil wuhiih. i-alc

.-uud deh, i', -. 1111%]-hoîih'î.
.Ili% il pink ro-cbutd, '.'îil ý' tskc,.

I lorace, tailler indift'creîull.
li1s- tie -only ro e cer iati. he bieesi
uî'thuî on ltc on il."

Bicsakin Ihie N'vd Inoni il-icrile, ,he huclJ il
ouit nh.tudueltiliilihohi iha
h loracc~ iuo-k the iint lte coJlîurth

di ili coniprehending th;ît. it. %vould huit lier ir
lie rerfused, and fasîcnced il, wiîl a show of
gallantsrv, ini the hosoni of lus flaninel shirt.

11h111 nk yvu, Maîdeleine ; it's ani awfully
pretty flowcr, " lie said, ostentatiouislv snflîn'--

ail il. IlBut alil vour flowvcrs are pretty. 1
îîever s.tîw sucb a lot of iwater-li'lies togetiier.
I>id thcy grow~ botre ? ..

4No ; 1 got thei larîluer on -ev'er so
nîuich fardier on. I brought Osent bere. '

" *rlîcy'rc Ohe pretties. 1 cecr saw, "declared
Horace, entliîusiastically. I wishi sonie grc%%.
arouiid Clarihelle I sland. Tlîcy wouild show
wîell thcre ini aincing ste recds ilth Ui lack,
wouldni't tihcv ?I

Madeleine did tiot spea~k ail the wav back.
E:îrlv iat afieriloou ste startd out agais'

alosie in hier little boat. TI'e day liad beconle
oppressiî'ely warnm. AIl wcre indoors wî'lo
could be iere. The susi beat clownl burningly
uipon the glassy wvaîer. Scarcelv a hirenth of
air stirred the rushes. Eveni the blute-wvitugcd
draigt.ni-fly, poising ini mjc'*air, sened languid
and wcarv ujîli 01C lîat, .19d the transparent
bodies of tlie efflienmera, lelicate and uinsubstanl-
tial as if f;îshiolîed of gauze ; floatcd trcmbhingly
bs', like a shinimer or wvhite hieat, wvile beneath,
stassed togrether iii incrcdible numbers, and
flccking- the water lis with spoý% of crcanlv
froth, lay their ghostly fellows, dcad almost
befùre theV ba«d begun to be.

Front at winidov in the upper story, Horace
i-godded pleasantly to Madeleine ais she passcd

tic blouse. 1le wvas lcaning both elbows idlv
on the sili. bis hecad in bis bands, and an
open book hefore him. Thle rose hung droop-
ing uipon bis breast. Madeleine did flot ainswer
bis nod, and lie thought site liad niot sioticed

hjnii -. yet site had sen not olv Horace, but blet-
flower as welh, and the sigbit ;4îvc added v'igor
to il good-wilh with which site plied bier oars.

Ile did iiot know it, but il wvas solely for
bis sake tbat sise -%vas oui 4àow, acting iîponl
blis carelcss renlark ihai wvatcr-hlies would look
weli among the reeds bellind Claribellc Island.
It %vas a long wvay to wh':.re lhey grew, and thle
suli's ravs wcre scorching, but she m;ndcd
ficither tile distance nor the lie, silice it wvas
to minister to bis plensuire tbat site wcnt.

The suis was setting w'hesn at last ille hile
-white boat shot oui from the redv channels

1:110 the main strcani on Uts boreward -wav.
As 'Madeleine ljfted bier dazzled eyes, it seenu ii
as if lcaven lay across ail the western waters,
and ils wvide gates wec untftildingz t take lier
in. Il macle Il heautifull pictitre as the vouilg
irl, flus..hed andi radiant, caile suddenlv out

into Ille sunlight frontî iie reeds. 'llie boat,
fr4o.iil end to end, -'vas filled witb tîbe white Mies,
bicapod in one tiponi anothe- in profusion.
fi Nscnied siniply a lied of flaî ilies

aniong wliicli Nidedcinc, ercet in ic sternl,
sitade at brilliant bit of color ini lier gadrs
and hl. 

,a r

Nokeleshe lic e;tiîifzll hoal. load glided
oni across the water injil il reacbced Claribelhe

1t.l:îiid, wvhcre it paslscd ai one side of thc fier.
Nt, oin was ~ail.but tuet sound of voiccs
renclied lier 1 ronm withisi iluc flouse. It l
ibie dinner-huour. anrd she muissi wait iiindi i

,%v.iN~ ras e f eon Mr. Hlorace would nppear,
and he ofldfeT.r uini bier guit. Site had

îakers il) the lhues. rocits and -l. Tlîcv shîould
igrowv uow wlicrc lie wihhed. Site fihlcd lier
lii-.1% willi watcr and d.tNhecl il over tlicmi

aîund a.gain teb keep dliciia frcli and f'air
tor flint. Tlicsu %he %al inwî luUi stersi of
Ille htat le'. iloingr idl% t' :î Ille

%%.aci. Solnlicîîiqere i lu ic l'ar dista-nce a
%io-rni luad p.tssed. and lu Ille West ].%y masses
%il lie.%%-i iicr~hus broken h% ligliîruiîug-
like fine% %,f inîienir ,-(Id, and here and thic
~.iipe'J %viii b;,,ids of -%carlet and purpie likc

%oa Ijind;ird, .viie lt.ý%%er down, in iuic

very licart, of the blackness, the sun broke
Ilîrougli in a last splendid burst, dycing the
waters rubv-red. Tliere were cloudls in the
east to0, but tese ivcre fleccy, fir, and
inciefinite, floating across the lîazy bille tike

v'ague dre:uîîs tirougl,-i a hîappy sluînber, and
eliaingiiug to ahil man ler of delicate evanlescent

huses, as onue lookcd. Now thucv were pale
si Iver%, grecs] ; zîolv fiuinî filîc ; noiv sort, flPeting
pink, like le flusu lit tIleîant of a1 white rose
anîd nlow l palpiîading gohd as if* sprinkled

wvUL miodli-%winig dist ; vhîile the wvater below,
scintillatlng as wi'hh scattered diamond spliîî-
bers, refllcted the colors back ini soft iridescent

his 11neltiîig anidistincîly iuîto oneC atiothier-as
topaz iniglit deepen into a. cairngorin, oIr lthe

shuadow of a sappluire pale into an amethyst,
and duait agrain slîade iuao ani opaî, or a bervl.

But Madeleine, iii lier lilv-white boat, sau't
noîlîing of the evenling's glory. Toù lier tice
.ky w ol L hiour-glass, indicatiing by the
ebhingro the liglit, tie corning of a crowning
tinie of joy. Site wvas impatient for the day 10
be déliie, *and presentiy turiled lier back upoît

il ahit aid began wvatcliîî thîe passing of thue
vesscls bv the whiarf. Site could sec iliucm
tmiles away, app;irenth' îtvistini aud doubling
upon themselvcs as thîcv followed the natunal
course tif thie chiatnel, yet draving uîcarer %vîi
cach turil. Therz wcre vessels of every descrip-
tion passing up and clown alongl tbis marine
Broadway. Now some colossal mron boat,
huge as an ocean ste:înuer, would, couic
ponderouisiy by, ils great bow breaking the
brigbt water imbt a litndrcd vavcs ihat. daslied
hcîirschves 10 spray a.gainst ecdi wharf in zurn,
or rail noisilv iitto the rceds to toss thersi
sportively to and fio -siîd frolic madlv with
ilicir weakniess. Now it was a tioiseless bircb-
bark caruoe, fillcd with grave, milte Indians,
like so mnîty figures huewnl ili oak, Wvho stohidhy
offened ilucir gay basket warc for sale as they
passeil froui one ishand to atuior, gliditug
alouîg witlit sound, tiîcir corning betraycd
bv flot s0 muA:l as ail oar-drip tposî thue wvater.
N1ow il. was s-ýon.c heautifull finile steami yacht,
gay with fîags, ztîd fair enough for any Cleopa-
tra to lave sailed uponi; now a tug, puffing con-
scquciutiahll by witb five or six liclplcss four-
masted vessels iii tow, inî stately, slow
prîcession ; slow a whuite excursion-boat, clumsv
andti ncouîhli-lookinig, witb its tiers of crowdcd
docks; ilow a row of scn-rgcs of differetil
cohors ladeuî down -vith frcuglit, tiltl tcarly on a
lcveh wibh thie watcr; and slow a wvbohc ficet of
sait boats like wvbitc-wingcd buuctrflics, darting
liîce or thîcre as the caprice look thbcm; or a
row-hioat, more iimonous thiantheU others, and
lccping ticarer to thue shielter of Ille rceds
within the shllows. A~nd ilion would corne

spacos tif lime wlicn notbing passcd at aIl, and
lice stist field the water's surface iiîubrokcuî
under a I;pcîh of bemîttty.

Il *a.s onue of these chance moments, wluen
ilîcre was scarccuy a craft in siglit, thai a row-
boat camec bv' wi 1h a sitngle figure in lt-aý girl
but a1 fcw vc;ars- older thiars Madelcinue. Site
sat looking inîeîiîly ai the sunset with drenniy

downl yc whli er îtngitided boat driftecd
donici cîtrreuî close to wlicre Matdj:eine

sai waîiîrig. She wa evidently flot rnuch
used ici rowing, 'Madclcine thougl, îiothng lier
dainti' whiiie drcss anud lier dihiae banids, with
ihecir sliuder, fragile ingers. Thene couîld ni
lie much strcuigt in such dinipled finile wrists as
thoso. At that instant, concluding that she
lind flonted fitr cnough, lise y4iung stranger- took
up lier oars and alliempicti Io turn lier boat iw
row back. But Ilie current, wvhicl hiad bornie
huer sci casihy andi swiftly along the moment
before, now Idcc the boat perverscly in its gasp,
antd in lier inefl'ectual sinii-gle with il %lhe hast
au oar tiverboard;- reaclîin hîîrricdly oui after
i shc lipped the bout too fat- ic one side, and


