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ed te all the_principal towns of Franee. In the proviscee, throwghout
Framce, ibe Romen Catholic population are very cager to hear the word
of God.  And althongh, In several quarters, the munieipal asthorition
have givon opposition 10 the preaching of the Gospel, yet this appasitinn
hoe tather incroased than le d the interest awakonod among the
:oﬂe. In one commune, watil Iately Roman Catholic, the inhabitants,

opairing of obtaining an cvangelist, resolved to meet regularly and
odify each othor, and applied for 8 book of peayets, aml soma collection
of serwions, (5 assist them In earrying omt their design. Tho free citculas
tion of tho Bcripturcs by colportaga has boen greatly hindered by some
new regulations leswed in rofurence to (his Rtinctant mode of metchane

In Belgiwm, whore, until recently, tho Roman Cathelie teligion had
wadisturbed sway, conversions from 1t to evangelical religion are enn-
stamtly ocowrring. And sithomgh, with few cxeeptions, it is the pror
and dospised of this world, as usual, who have cibraecd the light, yet
exe%ioni do occur, and will fncroase. Botna pricete have renvunced
the Church of Rome; and afier due probation, have boon conscerated
1o the cvaagclical ministry.  In this country, &s In Franee, prpery is, on
the whole, decidedly toring ground. [Indced it would bo difficult to find
thers onc who Ja a Roman Catholic from conviction : nominally grofes-
sore-of thiz religion, it s indifference s to everything toligious, and

tty, that occupy the minde amd lienrta of tho population g,
then, to cast off tho name of the prevalent religion would bo to forfeit
their position in socicty, and incar more of foss of stigma and reptoach,
it wot of !enonll danger.  However, the candition of Protestanta in
Belgiem differe in one respect mmériaﬂf froms that of tholr brethiron in
France ; in that they ¢njoy, without hindrance, all tho tights gunrantead
to them by their constitution: and have only 1o malntain the conflict of
the Bible and trath with the Romish clergs,=n body more powerful, it s
tree, than the ciergy of France would be, If lefi to stand by thomselves
but wiclding, on tho whele, a far less formidable influenee, because they
ocewpy & lees ambignous position than do tho clergy of Franee, who are
bached hy their government.

In Seitrerland, no insance of perecourion an aceount of religion has
oscered during the past twolve monthe.  Thoe brethren of the Free
Churches of the Canton of Vnud, have hiad no frash difficaltics cast in
thelr way, Theso young churchos appear to have aequired stability, and
ate likely to increaso in strength, '{:ho Evangelieal 8ncicty of Genova
eontinees its labours in Switzcrland, France, and Haly. It cinploys
twenty-six lahourers, inelnding ministors, evangelisie, and schoolniastets.
Its logical Collego had last year thirty students.  OFf the students

have been educated in thic senilnary, there are In Switzetland cigh.
teen who ate pasters, nino of them in the National Church, and nine of
them in the Free Church, In France thirty, of whom twelve nre in tho
National Church; in Belglum thero are nine; and in Italy thero are
seven. are hopeful results s and an extensive amount of goud
may be expected to flow from this valuablo institution. The numerous
annusl religious meetings were, this past year, all held in their custous-
ary localities ; and in Geneva and elsowhers, were extremely well ate
tonded, and most cdifying.

IRELAND'S MISSION FIELD.

By Jonx Evear, D. D., Professcr of Dicinity, and Honorary Secretary
of Missions for the Uresbylerian Chureh in Irelund.

THR OPENED TILLD OF PROVIDENCE.

Treland is & ficld of intenso interest now, on account of the wonderful
preparation for missionary work lately made in it by the iysterious pro-
videnco of God. In 1811, there was in Ireland & population of 8,175,
124, and, according to the usual rate of wncrease, 1t shonld have been, in
1851, about 9,000,000 ; perhaps st had reached thie in 1846, But the
Iate census make the population 6,515,594, Treland has fikely lost 2,000,-
000 of her population ; and about 270,000 of the houses of her poor have
been swept away. Three years since 1saw the black ruine of very many ;
grass and weeds grow now whera once they were.

Aceording to the Report of tha Commissioners of Public Instruction,
in 1834, Ireland contained 1,517,228 Protestants, aud 6,427,712 Roman
Catholics. Here were fearful odds agmnet Protestantising here a fear-
ful host at the nod of Rome; hero a region of darkness and despotism
fearfully large. But famine, emigration, and other cauges, hava effected
an incalculable chango. As to nuinbers, tho vast proportion of 2,000,000,
dead or gone, wero Romanists; and henes the proportion of Protestants
and Romanists in Ircland has so thoroughly changed, that some authori-
ties state, that Romanists do not exceed Protestants by mors than 500,
000, whilo by others the statement mado is this:—Such 1s the decrease
of Romanists by discase, emigration, and conversions, that, laying out of
account 500,000 shut up in workhouses, the Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant population of Ircland are nearly equal,

Howaever inaccurate both these statements may be, and whatever bo
the exact relation of nambers, ono thing is certain, that Romish Ireland
hag become a much more manageable ficld thaa former!s ; and the means
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hopa deferred on Repeal mado 1t siek § and when the sweeping famine
came, many cautos combined to shake it fréam iin aneient tst  Tho
prieat, in his wausl pretensione 1o mimentons pewer, sprinkled holy
water on the potato atatks, vet there eatiled down-vpon thems, in thicker
gloan, the blackness of death  Govornment gave  L10590,000 to foed
the dying § Uut, whonever the priest abded in ia distrilwtion, he thowed
injustice and eruclty  Hundeeds of thousands, fu charity, were sent from
Al parts, and all densmmatione, nnd committed tothe charge nf (Qunkcrs,
Episcopaliang, Vroshyterians, Methodista, Bapiints, bt searcoly anything
to the Routisl pricet 3 and what littls he ‘mr reccive ie too ufien gave
to thrse who coauld ropay hiin in fees, or made it sulservient to hie own
selfishiomle, Inthe weantime, death was duing & wholeaale wark, maliie
tudes wore gono to their fong howe, and no priest had been near theie
bed  Hore was a corpae on the readenle; another there thrust into the
bog : and, near at hand, o whele fannly, dead in their hut, aver whom
“the hunger™ had erept with & cold and deadly torpor  but all of them
had gonie unativinted, nushrived ; the wife waa ton weank to pise ftom the
side of her dying hasband to go for the priesr: o, when the linle child
didd tatter fortls to bring hon to tho beme of the dying, he ennfesserd that
there waa no money to pay for last rites, and he was drven, with eurscs,
nway  ° wmnnde wero derd, and ve hily vlay had been Pt on thelr
cofline; thoneands weto doad, aml no cerrmnnics, deemed exsential to
salvation, had been petfarmed over the enld temmins 3 but their widown
aul orplimug lived, snd they eould not belimvo that their hasbands and
(nthers must for the covetnurnessof selfieh privsie, o aternslly Jost. No,
no; nataral afleetion roee Bigh aver all the tearhings of pricstoraft ; and
those who had tried the man of the whip and altar's vurse, and found
hing, in the hour of trial. heartlors nnd Uneah . and whe, in the fiour of
sickneas and sorrow, were visited, aml fid, and comfurisl, by those
wham ke eallad tho agents nf hetl, coutt o bt eec nnd food the cons
et s coubl not but foel, in their inmoet hearts, that Protestantion calt-
not be bad when its fruits are so geaerons and gowd

Another neeney in the preparation of a partion of the present Trish
minsionary field is worthy of regand  The Rev Alexandor Dallas, with
rome Chnsunn friends, hnviog doepatehed cight trunty iessengees 1o
dhiferent parte of fretaud, 1o obtam infimmintion, amd hobd Chnstian ean-
veraation with the peaple, afierwntde diveted, through the pest, to an
fmmense multitude of respoctablo Ramnn Cathalics, 90,00 copies of
three very siitable roligions traete, whiel there is peason to holicve told
powerfully on many munds, and were the mespe of awakening a spitit of
inquiry, which has been productive of extensive good,

THE LANOURLRS IN THE HARVEST FIKLD.

Treland is a ficld of delightful missionary mterest now, beoanss po many
missinnaty agenuies sceupy 1, with great zeal, and Iarge suceess  Ono
of these, which mny be viewed ax proneer to othera, has been long worked
sucecsafully by Fpiwnpalians, Preahyieriane, Baptists, and othon, and
has for its objcet the religious education of the native Insh, through the
medium of their own Inogunge.

A ningle exteact from the Inet Report of tho rish Scciety wil) convey
satisfactory information as to the sphere occupied, and the good done, by
this species of iniasionary ngeney.  * The committee report (67 schn;)]s,
29,119 acholars, 3R inspectors, 60 elerical superintendents, 20 niissirg.
arics, J Iny agents, 166 Scripture readers, several new places of weeship
to ineet the demands for ehurch acenmimadation of vast numhers of cone
verts for Romaniam; and all thisetfectod and mamntained aynitat violent
intumidation, with threatened loss of property and life, and enduced with
many s courage and fanh :

The Mission Saciety for the Islands and Const of Irelaid, the \ehifl
Mission, the Dingle and Ventry Misston, have ro long empoyel public
confidence, and b upheld by publie generosty, that thy need only he
mentioned as patnaichal institntions, which have hvid ' to see, fn tho
fruit of their own labours, and 1 the i ereassuge prosperity of many young
Soerwnes around them, the results of Heaven's rich bleasiog on many an
anxioud day of tul aud feevent prayer.  The Insh Evanzolieal Rociety,
sppaorted by Congrecationahsts, has twenty mumterial agenta .nd.
thiny Seripture readere, whose Iabours have been greatly bleased, and
who have provoked 1o lave and good works many more of other ereeds
and natnee,

‘The itinerant system of Methodiam qualifies it for such & field as Tre-
land ; and i Ireland, since the days of Waesley, Methodists have Iaboug.
ed with their aceustomed zend, and with snuch suceess, ‘The Primitive
Wesleyans have twenty missions in Irciand, comprising not less than
460 mirsion stations or congregations, which are so widely seattered
that their missionarics have not travelled lews than 42,000 miles during'
the past year, and have paid 48,000 fumily visus for reading Seripture
and prayer  The other chief Methodiat body have clghtoen nuseionary
siations, and twenty-five missionaries in Ireland ; and in their Iast roport
they say, that such an amount of success has been realised a8 to aflord
cheering hopes for the future.

No missionary socicty has, of lato yeare, engaged mors of public at.
tention than the Society for Irish Church Missions. It employs 13 or.
dained inissionarics, 1 lay superintendent, 3 Iay agents, 83 readers, 41
teachers; making in all 141 agents craployed, besides 974 teachers, whe
instruct 3,520 Romanists in reading the Irish Scripturcs.  These mis.

and agencies in the hands of Protestants arc, with divine blessing, quite
adequate to her regeneration. Other considerations, also, show that the
Spirit of the Lord is lifing up a standard against her great cuemy.
Political agitation, monster mectings, exciting specches, roused the Ro-
mish mind, and tavght it to think; temperance gave it sober leisuro ;

ics officiato in 21 congregations, having an avera attendance

3,892 ; aull of theso being cither scttled convorts from lf:mmism, or i:.t
quiring Romanists sufficiently cmboldened to defy the vengeancs of the
privets. In the appeal which tho Bishop of Tuam has made for the
building of eight new churches, and the cnlargement of two others, on



