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tire syînp ubyi) witlî the îurpose anîd desiie wlîich lias
promlpted somnc to begin or to adopt tbis ctistaîn ; 1 know
that it li.lý ariseîl (romi :î tcn1deý lonling 10 ilncet the dîlfli
culies or' (.i îs"e, of out pLOpie, to w~hose îèrecit c .ît the
mid.ciay C ltelirztiolns our- social habits prsi t a fonidablc
difficuiîy ; b'* 1 çatînot. allow that any (lifficuitics warrant
this innovation, and 1 belice'e that ouir difficultics niay lic
otherwise and uîîoljectioial>ly met. It is riglit that 1
sbouid place before )-oî tbe gtouinds of my objection t0 (ie
i)ractice. They are 'iriefly tiiese: 1. Tlîat it is contrary
to tbe -t-sage of the wboic Cbutrch, cerîainily front very
carly, and înst 1)*robahly front Apostolie lines; 2. 'I'lat
ht inivoives anl uinlaviui lise of aur Lituirgy ; and 3. Th'at
it directiy tends io the desecration of the lîighest Rite of
our hoiy religion. Vtiy few words, 1 thbik, will sullfice to
establisbl the trial> of cadi of these propositions.

EvENING COMUNION CONTRA1iY 'rQ 11E CUSTOM4
OF' 'm'îî CA'rmtOuG CIIURCH.

It lias pliased 00(1 that, in the ivelI.kniowni icter o>f
1liny to 'Irajaii at as, caîly a dite as 104 yeais after Chîsistt
we have direct e:vidcnice uipon the first point. " I'l ey
ifflriied,'' lie revorts to bis inîperial master of those whoin
lie lîad put 10 the torture and to death for thevir religion,

'~that this n'as tlic siumi of their fault or error,-that they
wcre accustonmed to assemble on a fmxed day hefore iight,
ta say re.spons ively a hynîn to Christ as God. and io bind
thenmselvcs saepwynféI, not to an>' wicktedness, but Ilot 10
commit theft, robbery, or adultery, or breach of fatitl.'
Cati tiere bc any reasonabie doubt what-the armnm
against sin was, wviierewithi these eariv conlfessors said that
tlîey boimnd tlîcnisclves -1 vcry cari>' ' on the Resirrction
morning, even Il whilst it was yet dark,'' and (lid but II lie.
gin to, dawii fowards the day II ? WVas it, ever knowî il%
the Clburchi of Christ thet in shold be allowed to take
an oatlî that they iwotild iiot commit sin ? Certainiy, to
the cari>' Chur-ch stici a notion iuist ]lave been miost
Stranlge. 'I'ley knew fuli wcil that not in any vowv but in
.Cic..zcst conîîiniiig ith ilîcir sisen Lora was tlîcir strcîîgth
against iniquity ; and spcaking to a licathen, to wiîonî the
secrets of tlheir faitii could liot bc rcvealed, thecy wouild
iiiost naturally al)ily hIe wvord .çacramentum, to the mîystcry
of the 1io1y Eticliariàt. I)otbtiess it ivas for ls Celebr.
don ilat tlîcy thus asscmibled tlicinselves beore Iight. Amid
froni this tinie downward wc have ant înbrokcn chain of
proof as to the practice of tic Clîurch. Th'le words of 'er-
tuliianj', ii UIc second cenitury, are piaiîîly to te pîoinît
s0 are those of S. Cypriant iii the third ; and in -the foîîrth
we have S. Auigustinic's refèrence to the practice of Cele'
brating 01One uaecninig ici the wcek, lnmlv on Ille ani*i
v'ersary of the Institîuion of th odsSuppur, in w.ords §
wlih prove the tiniversaiîy of the mile tc .vhich tis wsas a
special exception. ihts we trace tip ant îiffrokcn customn
condenmning late Coiîpmunions to wilini the period wiîem
the voice Of tic belovcd Apostle nust ]lave bec:> instrîîct-
iîîg tie Chîristian Clîtrcli in tlic Lcesser Asia.

That t7ic custoni of-carly Communion slîold have begun
s o mi% stggests, for other reasons thian its miere antiquity,

tl'at it rested 1iI)0n Apostolici aîîtiority Fur the D)ivine
Institution :uîîd the fir-st Culebiation vei e aCtcr tlle evenînig
pasclial nmal. Iu% witlin so short a îîeriotl coîid sncb a1
change bave bken posmîble bad il rebsîcd uploît ýil lower
authority ? For evtry argument front Ie coniveilieilLe of
eveiîing CdebIratiai,s wvitii nihid %vu aie Lfaînîhm.îr illuîst bl.tc
applicd %vith far more force to tlîem. 'lîesocial ilifficuiiis
or servants; in Christian lIouisclîolds nlust be nlothbîg coin-
p:trcd wviti t!10sU of Christiîla e In bcatil fallîjies ; or,
indeed, wvith thiose *or the wbole body ini lunîes or lîci-seci-
tionl. XTct, as il setus, tilese petils %vere not esteetied sur-
rîcient, ev'em 'in the bloody r>ccian peisecuition, to wsarranit
sudli a custotîl. 'Thle probabi lit>', then, is >trong, tha:t the
iîîspired Aposties tlienîseiees altecd the lime of' Ceicra1-
tion front the hour of tic paschal feast to tuai of tic
Re.3trrectioni of the Lord. And no carcfuil studemît or the
Nev; Tiestillenlt %VMI,111> Ilonhî th in the ablises 'dich lîad
crept lhlto time Corinitliaî Cliurcli touciiing tbe Hal>'
Eticlîarist, and in St. Paîîl's treatiit of lil)i, tîey find
the occasion and the limne or tlîe aiteration.

First, tbeii, I c oud mni these late Commuînions becauise
they are a1 violationi of tie cusîonîi of tic îiîiversal Clrch,
whicb nmay bc traccd to the very first century, and wlîich
rests, most probably, on anl Apostolical ordintince franicd
to "imard the lîolv Ritc frontî abuse.

IiVEr4tFG COMIMUNIONS A VIOL.ATION 0F -ru F. Li 1URcv
OF l'îlE EN.'I.IIî CHUncmî.

Fiirther, Our owîî Communion Office, inu nîy judgilient,
emibodics this mile. It is îlot isideed anywhcre txpressiy
said thiat the Communion Office is a1 paît of Morîiig
l'rayer ; the reason of the onission cvidciîtly bliing that
Miîen our Offices wcerc coipilcd tio Clîristîcl niîait tiiouglit
of alîy other tili fr Ille public Celebration of tlîe Holy
Communion. Butt thlîoîgh îlot expressiy asserîcd, tiîis is
cleariy înîplicd in the ver>' letter of the Office. It ina>'
be traced tlîrougliont :in the rubric, e.g., wlîîch orders tit
Il the Collect appoiiîted for cvery Susiday, 'jr for an i>'1113-
day Iliat hatlî a vigil or eve, shall be said at /hce r-veniing
Service nc.vtj be/are" ; wilîi evidetltv ireats UIl Coin-
mnunion Office as a part of thc îîcxt day's Morniiig lrayer
and less explicitiy is ti îie iîniied ini tue order thai

*so 11aîig as inteinU to be pariak'eis of the Ilai> Com-
inunion shahl sigîîify tieir iaines ta tue Curatr, ai list
soric iniie the day before '' : anîd yet more plaiîîiy in the
rubric berore the Oflcrtoty, n hicli oîders, -' 'I'en shall
foilow TuEm Serilioii," &c. For 'rItE SZerîîîoîî WaS tiin an1
csseintial part o1f mie MNorîiiîg Prayer, aîîd or it alone.

T1hmis qliiestion bciiîg osic or the legai construction of u
Officts, I ]lave thînuglît it lit),' (lity to consamit tue ver>'
learîîed Chîancellor of otir Diocese: ; atid 1 amîî foi tiied by
lus opinîion ibat ai' Clergyman> vioiating licrisi tue

nilion of his Bislîop ivatîldslbj(ct hîiisif to tlîe penalty
of suspension.

EVEiNNG COsUMîNIOS -1ENO TO l>ESEICIZA-TION

0F -rit: ORDnNAN~CE.

Ftrlîer, 1 aiti persiimadcd iliat if tiuis tusage bcaînell coin-
mon it would gicativ tend to tue dcsccraîlion of thîls lioly


