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It requires but littie reflection to discover that the fiercest dis-
putes ahout religion are about what thc bible docs ?loi sav, rather
than wvhat -it does say-about >words and phrases coined in the
mint of" speculative theology.

Arnong christians thcre is now, as ilhere was at the beginning,a ey cat diversity in the linowledgc of the chiristian ntiu
tion. Therc are baes, eidren, voung 'nct, and fiathers ini
Christ now, as well as iii the days oi'the Apostie J oli. This,
from the natural grifts of God, fr-omi the diversities of agc, educa-
tion, and circumnstances, is unavoidable. And wvould it flot bc
just as rational and as scriptural, to excomnunicate one another
because oui' knowlcdgc is greater or less than any fixed measure,
as for differences of opinîon or matters QI speculation.?

If God has >bcstowed bcttci' gifis or bcttcr oppoî'tiunitics on
one man than on another, by whîch lie bias attained more knowl-
edae, instead of thanking God for bis kindncss to the commun-
îty,ithey bez Goci to take hini away ;, and if lic wVill flot be gounkind, they ivili at lecgmh put hii, trom thcrn undcei char'g e
of heresy. In niost instances the . gre;ticst ci"'or of' %hich -a
brothcr can bc guilty. is to stuidy bis bible morec than l)is com-.
panions-or, at lcast, to surpass thcmi iii bis kniow]cdge of the
mystery of Christ.

It is a virtuc to forgct scholastic jargon, and oven thc naines
of the dôgmas which havc coinvilsed cbristendomn. It is a con-
cession duc to, tle crisis in wvhich we live. frtesa- fpaeto ado Pt tlîc vocabularv of hcavcn, and Ibm' rtuen ste bof pee
phraseology of ilic echools to ils riglitful ownicrs.-to spcculate

*~no more upon thc opinions of Saint Austin or Saint Origen-
but to spcak of the Fathcr, of thc Son, and of thc Hol' Lsp"rit
-of the gospcl, of faith, 0f repicnLanice,-of baptism, of cc-tion.-of thi-dcdath, of christ, of" bis mintion, of bis blood,
of thecrcconciliation, of the Lord's suippcr, of ilhe atoncment,
and of the church of God, in all the phrases found in the Re-
cord, wiîhout anv partialit v-to Icarut to lovc onc another as
mauch whcn we difc asgc e re. and to distinguish be-
twéen the tcstit-ony of God and inai' s rcasonings and philos.
ophy about il.

There is nothing, more esscntial Io the union of the disciples
of christ than pizrity of spcech. So long as the carth was of
one speeth, the hiuman fam"-lv -%vas unitcd. Had thcy been then
of a pure speech as well as of one speech. tiiey '-wotld flot have
béen separated. God, in his just indignation, *disperscd îhem;
bLut before he Écàttered them he divided their 1àngîtage. 'One


