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Sir—Having renorted the resalts of
mv interviews with the Committees of
the several Missionary Societies dis-
tinctively connected with the Church
of England, let e say - word in behalf
of 1iwo other organizations, whose
names are known the wide world over,
wherever the name of Christ has been
heard, and even to the earlicst founda-
tions of his kingdom laid. I am
aware, of courre, that in zome quarters
the ¢ undencminational’ character of
these societies excludes them from re-
cognition, nay, even debars them from
admission to that shadowy region of
the ¢ uncovenanted ’ to which the hea-
then are to be made welcome ; but
none the less do I feel it my bounden
daty not only to make public acknow-
ledgement of my personal obligations
t) these societics, but with great humil-
iey, to express it as my private opinion
that, when the great day comes, which
is to try every man's work, and every
Church’s too, it may possibly be found
that, umonyg tue instrumentalities that
have been most sigmally blessed in
hustening the world’s evungelization,
noue will receive a richer benediction
than just such agencies as-these ; that,
putting altogether aside it uestions
of mere externul ecclesiastical organi-
zations as not included within their
sphere of duty, have set themselves to
the simpler and more grateful task of
. diffusing, through thewr several chan-

nels, the essential saving truth, as it
“in Jesus.” :

In naming the “ Religious Tract So-
ciety ” in this eonnexion, I wish to give
your readers the benefit of my own
observation asto the method of work

 For one thing, 1t combines the ¢ utile
and the ‘dulee” very happily. Tle
members mcct every Tuesduy morn-
ing at 8 o'clock, and after refrcshing
the inner man with a plain bus sub-
stantial bre: kfast, proceed to th. move
serious business of the dav In its
due order, the question of pul lication
of tracts, &c., comes up. TFor this
stage the way has already been paved
"by the manuseripts being printed, and
acopy furnished to every member for
private, careful perusal. The chair-
man, gavil in hand, then ealls on each
to give his opinion on the claims of the
particular document under considera-
tion, whether as to literary merit or
theological soundness, ‘lhe firs of
criticism runs round the entire table
the critics numbering sometimes twen-
ty-five or thirty. In this way, faults
whethcrof mistinessor verbosity, or de
fectivene:s of teaching are brought
out, which would otherwise escape no-
tice. Sometimes the manuscript is re-
ferred buck to the writer 1o cmenda-
tion, in other cases it goes dikect to a
silent body known as the “ Publica-
tion Committee ; for such action a

their judgment, aided by the sugge--
tions already mude, may deem advis-
able., One result, of course, of such an
ordeal must necessarily be, that any-
thing savouring of any particular
“igm, " i eliminated, while all that re.
mains bm_'um(as' “colorless, ” as it is
t:rmed. This to some, is & great cul-
amity. Well, perhaps, so it ig but,
query, what “ color” should that teach-
ing be which sets forth Christ, “ the
light of the world 2 ” Letit Le ever
shown thatthe public:tions of this o-
ciety anywhere contravene any one of
the fundamental facts of christianity,
as they are embodied in the apostle’s

creed, “ to preach any other © Gospel ' |

pursued by the committee, more espe- |

be he as‘low’ as he mnv, can any
longer, defend it, till then, let us thank
God for the uillions ot lit'le paper
preachers it annually scatters broad-
cast over the earth, carrying with them,
as they b, simple but sufficing state-
mentg of New Testament truth, such as
we cannot but believe will, in manv u
case, arrest the eye, and awanken the
conscience, and go “ accomplish that
which God plesses.” Even though
there be no living voice at hand to in-
terpret and enforce tie message.

With regard to my personal connec
iion with the society, it was limited to
asimple interview on the morning of
the &th of February and un applicu-
tion similar to that made elsewhere.
The committee re-ponded most readily
by voting a grant of £50 worth of
tracts, and other religious literature of
various kinds. Just here I desire to
make s ecinl meniion of the courtesy
of the Rev. Lewis B. White, the secre-
ary w1ocharg: | hims:l€ with the task
of selecting the material best suited to
my purpose and of forwarding itto
Canuda free of all charges. Of the
value of such & grant vnlv those can
form an adequate estimate who have
travelled through the remote and now
sparsely settled parts of thiscountry,
and see how completely destitute the
people are, not only of secular reading
matter,—the weekly newspaper is the
only luxury indulged in—but still
more of all literature of a good moral,
and religious tone, such as might in
some little degree alleviate the loss and
injury caused by the infrequency, some
times the almost totul absence of op-
portunities for public instruction and
worship.

Closely connected, however, with
the necessity for supplying religious
literature to the settl:rs, Juere was an-

thin that we have preactied” and no | other and very urgent want of a simil-
cially in the matter of publication. cl:rgyman of the Church of England, | ar kind, in another direction, for which
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