
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH.
or n aniual fait- was boini g

l held at York, iii te year
1776; ami a nuiniber of

* ~youing people liad, as
usual, assenîblod firoin al
the noeighbouring towils
and villa-es, to iWitnless
its sports ani engage iii

- itsr reelries. Ainioint the
crowii of yoiungstcrs pro.
sont on tItis occasion %vas
the approntice of a blaek-

srnith ini a village noar Tadcastor-a tai!, sini, rougit-
Iooking lad, but wvith a more gentie heairt tItan is utiun
Nvith those wvho wvork at the forge andl anvil. île
canghýlt sight of a crowd ait a short distance, and lie
Iwcnt to sec wvhat wias tlîe entertainnient.

A inan was standing on ai table addressing the
people arotund Min with great earîicstness. As .Sainînl
Ilick approacliod, lie catîîlî thei souîîds of a byînn.
Tliis riveted hlis attention, for nmusic lîad aiways a,
cliarni for ]lis cars. So lic decided to stay and hecar
iviat the preaclier had to say.

l>recntly a gentleinan stepped foriward, and tohd tho
preaclier tîtat lie sliould ilot hoid forth tliere; and
tîtat lie would pull hit down. lie advaucod to put
]lis tbircat inito execution, -%vlin Sanîmy, whoso blood.
iras up at titis interruption, clonching luis fists, said,
"Sir, if yoit disturb that rnai of Godl, 1 wiil drop yoîîIas sure as evor you were bora."

Sottie tinie, afterwards Sauniy hcard Ihiat the 11ev.
Johni Wesley was goimg to preachi at Leeds. Distance
iras; 11o object -withi Saxnmty, and lie startcd off to hecar
tie celebrated evangelist. On ontcring the cliapel, lio
iYas deeply ixnprosseii with the appear-ance of that
veacrablo inan. Thli toxt ivas front James ii. 18 :
IlShow nie thy faiLli without tliy wvorks, and I will
shiow thee nuy faith by niy woks t provcd a mail
fastencd in a sure place to the young blacksinith. He
carne away î)erfoctly convin-eed tlîat lie had neither
itb nor works, but wvas a guiilty siiiner in the siglit

of (;od.
Ilis father took a b1acksinitî's slîop at 3 icklcfieud

for liijîn, atnd lie began to work lus way through the
wvorld ivlien lie was twentV-oile years oid. But littie
capital %vas rcquircd for his btisiness. ILiving lus tools,
lie ivrotglit for lus daily bread, w-lielî lie aiways foutu
te lie fortlicorning, and lie band need of notluing.

Samunel coxîsidored that it îvould be well for himi to
]lave a -wife. lie blad jineii thte rustie choir of
Aberfond chlit-oi; and one day lie saw tbcre a Young
woin to Nvliom ho took a fancy. Mr wcvnt up te lier
and told her iwhat lie feit and tîtouglit. It niay bo
well supposed tlîat this sudden courtsliip filled lier
iwitli surprise; but probably knowing soxnething of
lus simple and impetuions clint-aicter, sIte ivas flot
.,liockced. Site listeaeil, and listened again, tilt site
began to thiiîîk that lic ias in the righut; and
after sonie little experience of ]lis society, site con-
,;entcd te a inat-nage. Site was six years older than
Sainuel, but miade Itini a loving and excellent ivife;

especially as, by bier pirudenice ami cconolny, site
couîîteracted the effeets of his tlîougbtless gencrosity.

Ilis union wvithi iNatty ivas destinced by God to have
an important influence on his history for time and
etcrîîity. They bot liad a certain feiîr of Cod and
respect for religion ; but neither of tuien had any
practicai expericace of the renowing power of Divine
grrace. ])lit blis mothier-i-aw w:îs n pions womnan,
antd ofton spoke te lier dlait-hter and son-it.iaw abouit
the onle tbiiig ineedful, ami interccded for themn before
te thronc, of utercy. Shie wvas not petiuitted to sec

the fruit of lier efforts during lier life, but it ivas
brouglit fort iuiuiodiately after ier doatli.

Tlirce days lifter the good wvonan died, it seeincd as
if shle appeared to Sainui i his slep, aiud talking hitui
afrcctionately by thie hiand, warned huaii to fiee front the
wvrath, to cone ; toiling hinti that if lie diii ot repent,
lie iwould nover laeot lier iii tic paradise of God. The
sluuîbcrer aw'oke in horror. lie juinped out of bcd,
-,roiig) front Uie anguish of bis soul. His wife
awoko it alarîn, and thinking thtat lie liad beon seizod
wvith suddcn sickness, %vis going to cail lier noighibours.
Eut Samuel witlibield lier, saying, 'Il iant Jesus-
Jesus to pardon ail liny sins." lio was iii great dis-
tross. "?4Ny eyos," hoe said, Ilwéro opeied-I saw al
the sins I liad connnitted tbirotugh the ivliole course of
îniy iife-I ivas like the lPsalist-I criod out like the
jiilor."

lThe penitent l)lacksinitlt kîielt down on a IIflagg »
near his bcd, aid thore pout-ci ont his seul. beofore, a

prayer-liearing God. lHe liad been tauglht the way of
saivation through faiLli in the Lord Jesus Christ. 'He
]lad oftea beon dirccted to Lte Lamb of God. Hoe ]lad
iteard of Jacob wrestling ail nighit ivith tîte angol tilt
lie prevailed. lic took the samoe plan. Iieedless of
cold nd weaniness, lie coîttinued on his knees through
tic dat-k liou-s of iiight tili ho feit tîtat God had
ieroy on binm, and lie lîad peace ivith Itoaven.

Samnuel tîtouglît hoe could soon make ail1 mon
bolieve like Ilimself, and 'bc joyfui in the Lord. So
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