139 EVENTS

EVENTS
Published Weekly.
ARNOTT J. MAGURN, Editor

VOL. 7, MARCH 4, 1905. No. 9

HE cost of the British Mission to Thi-

bet is now officially statad to be $4,000,
000. If the burden of empire is getting to
be too great for the people of the United
Kingdom to bear, as Mr. Chamberlain as-
serts, why do they put up with such expe
ditions as this? And if Canada is to con-
tribute to the military expenditure of the
empire would we be given a veto on such
expenditure? If not we would betaxed for
expenditure over which we had no control,
a principle that no Canadian statesman
would stand for a moment. The undertak-
ing which the Dominion government bas
given to take over the defences of Halifax
and Esquimalt is not open to any cerious
ohjection, as Canada is « 'iling to defend
her own shores and at the same time to
afford Great Britain every facility in the
use of these great naval bases for the Brit
ish navy, At the same time it cught to
afford practical work for the engineering
graduates of the Kingston Military College
Canada is not unwilling to contribute to
imperial defence, but it must be done along
lines capable of beivg defended in a f. de-
ral parliament on grounds of British con
stitutional usage.
THE Standard Oil Company has a mono

poly in the Kansas oil fields, und Kan-
sas is endeavoring to break the power of
that corporation over the wells and mar
kets of that State. **The trust has all the
pipe lines in the State, and it is the only
refiner, ' we are told by the Philadelphia
Ledger: ‘‘consequently it conld and did
charge the independent produce.s just
what it pleased for the conveyance of the
crade oil to its own refineries, and paid
only what it pleased for the ernde oil.
Thue the prducers were squeezed 0 hurd
that they either had to sell out the oil field
to the trast at its own price or sell oil at [
loss.””  Backed by public opinion, the
Kansas legislature has proceeded to deal
with the monopoly by passing new legiala-

tion. One act has just been signed by
the Governor, providing for a Sta’e rofin-
ery having an output of one thousand
barrels per day, operated by convict la-
bor.”” Another new law makes the Stand-
ard's pipe lines for the conveyance of oil
‘‘common carriers,”’ and not only fixes
maximuom rates for the conveyance of oil,
but prohibits discrimination. As soon as
the Standard heard that all the power of
the State was being arrayed against it, it
proceeded ‘‘to teach the State of Kansas
a lesson.’’ as one of i"e Stundard officials
is reported to have put ‘t, by ordering a
suspension of all operations in Kansas,
and the crude oil producers werv in con-
seqnence compelled to stop pamping oil
and to discharge their help. The Kansas
situation is taken as an entering wedge
for the prosecation of a national investi-
gation of the Stundard Oil Company, On
Febraary 15 the House of Representatives
unanimously adopted a resolution intro-
dued by Mr. Campbell, of Kansas, provid-
ing for the investigation of the COrpora-
tion from top to bottom

Y"HE Canadian Northern R. R amalgam-
& ating bill has been introduced into the
House of Commons and giveu its first read-
ing. 1t isa bill of considerable bulk and
may well be as it is one of great import-
ance. It provides practically legislature
authority for convecting various branches
of this great system. It is understood in
the financial world that the bonds of this
company find a ready sale in the London
and New York money markets. The re-
wmarkable tn2cess of recent operations have
evidently met with a welcome recogni-
tion,

HE presentation by Liberal senators to
Hon. R. W. Secott on the occasion of
the 80th anniversary of his bir.h was a
well deserved compliment to the Sec retary
of State, who is also the Government
leader of the Senate. Mr. Scott is a very
hard working minister, always in his
place in the Senate and always ‘extending
to his colleagues in the Honse that court-
esy which is 5o becoming to an assembly
of this kind. The attendance of the Prime
Min ster and other colleaguaes of the Secre-
tary of State must have been gratifying to
him




