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tion, until, within a few years. before the birthl of Elias, bis
fathor Nvas, recuived into the Society of Friends. He, seonis to
have been quite thc ordinary boy in bis tastes and tendencies-
fond of liorses and hiorse-racingç, soiiowhlat grivonl evon to the
frivoloius pursuiit of dancing, and also of «'singing vain songs;"
quite fond of hiunting and fising.* XVhon, later, hoe camne to
roalize the injuistice of deprivino defenceless cratures of life, hie
was 'aLpt to ascribe to, the quiet and solitary hours spoxit in thiese
sports, the hiabit of introspection w'ichl led to the revolation of
triuth in bis iiiid.

He begani to learn the trado of a carpentor in bis sevonteenthi
year, thougbi a few years lator this was, relinquishied for the
occuipationi of farinig. Soon after bis apprenticeshiip began,
while att.ending a dance, hli becaine suddenly aware that the
tinie ha)crn for limi to inakoe a dofinite chioice between a life
of pleasure and one of service. He sat dowvu and declared bis
intention of nover dancing againi. Thoe Lord, hoe tells us in bis
Journal, had often opeiied the door of reconciliatioui to bis soul
before this, and now hoe seenicd to have realizod thiat if hoe did
not accept the lighit that wvas offered, it wvould becomne permia-
nently obscuired. His comipanions reaeoied with huaii, declaring
thiat dancinir -%as an innocent amiusemient, but lie riained firin,
for; "wlizt," hoe asks, "' are ail thoeso carnai roasonings worth
-holn weighied in the balance of the sanctuary against one single

convictionj of the divine lighit in the secret of the hieart?"
Elias Hicks bias left very littie record of his life beyond a

Journal wvhicli is now out of print. It is written in quaint
stilted stylv, and thioughl gylowing with lighit, thiat lighit is forced
to shine aus best it mlay thiroughl the somnewbiat blurring influence
of doginatie devotion to his; own conception of trutb, and bis too
consemonitioi'q adlieronice to modes of expression hianded dow'n
fromn less liberal religious socioties.

Listeniing to the " hoeavenly eaUl," wvhici hie tells us lio always
£ound ready to speak w-hon hoe w'ould "quiet bis mmiid," * lie
learned to depend mnore and mnore upon it, and hoe expressod
groat disapprobation of any one wl'ho îvould be so inechianical
and conceited as to commiiit to paper wvhat lie wishoed te, say,
instead of allowingr the Lord to siowv imii the truth, and to speak
it freely throughi hi.

Hie began giving ' "testimiony " when a very young imax, and
it is said there ivas a w'ondorful force in bis presonce and words.
In 1779 hoe began to travol to neighibouring, meetings, and bis
tcstimony and exhortation woro everywboere favoura'bly recoived.

isjourneys grew longer, somnotimoes lasting soveral monthis, and
* "'The golden vase which hides the secret sun is periodioally drawn

uway for hini who watchies."l-Old Tiliclaii Verso.


