
2324?mericaîz Asso4«ei*n

,assemblios and its hospitality those, eminent strangors who, corne
fromi foroigni lands, rises alr-nost above the spiore of private fi:otil-
,ship, and partakes of the dignity of a coinpact betweeni ail the
.nations of the carth. But it is flot ineroly in its- magnitude and
universality, and consequontly higrier powver of stimulating intel-
lect through syinpatliy, that this Association differs frorn others.
lIt (lifiers also froin t.hen iii its constitution and dotails; iii the
.iniîj ratory clihaater of its meetings, which ývisit, for a week eacli
yeAir, place afler place in buccession, so as to indulge and stiinu-
late al], Nvîthout %% aryitig or lmirdeing any ; in encourag,,ing oral
discussion, thirougbout its several sections, as the principal me-
diuin of makiug kinown axnoing members the opinions, views and
discoveries cf tadli othci, iii calling uponi eminent men to prepare,
reports upon the existing state of knoivledge in the principal de-
partmenth of science; and in pulilishing only abstracts or notices
of ail those other contributions whichi it lias not, as a body, called
for; in short, iii attempting to, induce men of science te, work
-more together tlîat they do elsewhere, te establish a systema of
more strict Co-operation between the labzurers in one coimmon
field, and thus to effect, more fully than other societies can do,
the conmbination of intellectual exertions. Thie discussions in its
sections are ino2e .aniu]atod, comprehensive .and instructive, and
jualie ininds which .were strangers more intinately . aqquairited

.:withi eachi other than . can be, supposed to be the .case in. any less
georal body ; the general îneetings bring together the cultivators

, of -ail different departinents of science ; and even the less formai,
conversations which take place in its halls of assembly dttring
eV-ery panse, of business, are themnselvos the Nvorking togethur of

.,mind with mind, and not only excite but are co-operation.
lIt is tisis personal intercourse with the great scientiflc and

learned men of the age, which in itself constitutes thc principal
chai-t of such meetings. IIow, for instance, ivould ve, have de-
lighted to listen to, a 'Newton, had lie condescended, to conv.erse
On thegreat truths of.Astronoiny; te, a..Jussieu, imparting t, a
circle of inmatcs in biis own gardon at Trianon, those glimpses
with respect to, the natural. relations of plants, whicli lie found it

-s difficuit te redupù, te -,vriting; or te, a Linneus, disoussing. at
*Oxf..,rd his ý4~n novel views with respect te, the vegetable king-
eom, andwinnig..from.the reluptant Dillenius, a, tardy. acknow-
.Iedggetit of their paerits ? These. great xnen.,have paed ayay;
but we bave. .others, in t*heir own ýphere an.d degree, .who, whien
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