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Canadian Aatueal fRistory.

The. Fosx.

{ Vulpes. Cunier.)

Tug animal forming the subject of oar present
«keteh, has beea handed dowa to as from remote an-
tiquity, through fable and history, as the very embodi-
ment of all that is cunning. daring, and deceitful.
All manner of hard names
have been applied to him,
and at the present day,
the epithet, foxy, is prover-
bially applied to the astute
and unscrupulons knave.
Although  the animal is
unquestionably voracious.
thieving and destenetive
it is well to remember that
he lives as he was intended
to live, and simply obeys
the laws of his existence.
Impelled by lunger, ke
must eat or die. Unre-
strained by the operation
of any moral law, he las 2
perfect right to any thing
that comes in his way. It
ho steals out ut nightfall tu
provide for the family left
behind in bis burrow, he
is probably not uncunsci-
ous that his fouisteps are
waylaid by steel traps. and
that possibly the hounds
will be on his track in the
morning. Still he braves

THE CANADA FARMER.

Whar on o joragines expe lition he i partien
larly dexterous in securing lia prey.  Weather per.
mittng, be leaves Lis burrow about eleven o'clock
at night, and pays a visit. of no triendly character,
to the neighbouring farm-yards, hen-roosts, and other
outbuildings. If, as is sometimes the ease, his prey
e perehed beyond his reach, he resorts o stratagem,
Asan instance of his cunning tase the following
from the London Sporting Magazine ** A neighbour
of ours,” says the writer, * had a large number of
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the dangers, and snatchiog U foud from e sury  Gae turkeys, which usually roosted in the brauches
aws of death, hastens hotne to share the vepast i the | of . ame tall firs adjoining the farm-yard. ‘Yhey were

family circle.
man of our times-
ful, and toabing m what we i an us

There issomediag Lolg, boaudi

Itis wodl suid Lyw g o aild go uboyoud his readh, and he accudingly was olscrved

lo resuit to the fullowing artifice.  He scratobied the

we Lo wall g7 wnd buneath the troe with his fure-feet, and then

the cunaing, thieving, and icprobate Tox, sishing e base of the tree jtself, in order to draw their

tus life and furgeuing s oppethict 0 1ty '

God hasgiven bun.”

thoir attention , at the same time loohing up to
matk «very morement  He ther ran round the tree

TheTox belungs to the what s called the Valploe g ia rapid rings.  The turkeys, aware of their danger,
division of the tamily canede. Mo is diztiuguished {folluaad his guick movements with their «yes. and

from the dog and wolf by
his lower stature, pointed
muzzle, shorier neck, slen
der limbs, and lopg bushy
tail. Near the base of the
caudal appendage, nature
bas placed a gland, from
which a strong and naplea-
sant odour is diffused The
scent thus «navoived per
tinaciously clings to cvery
object with which it comes
in contact. Yoor Reynard
thus lcaves an unfortunate
record of his progress be-
hind him. The consequence
is, that his enduring quali-
ties and cunning often are
put severely to the test, as
he scuds away—the wind
on his check—Dbefure the
pack in full ery. while the
crack of the hunting whip
and the indeseribahle
howling roar in which
huntsmen indulge, ring o
prospective deathi-knell to
hisstartied car. Adroitly he
doubles, and dodges, and b aps to throw Lis 1 Cudess
pursuers off “the scent.™ s #pirit wnd resolution
are unfailing, as with aceelerated sperd Lie bounds on
to reach some well known place of safety.
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bocatn conluscd and lizry. One burd fell plag
upua i pround aud was instantly hilled.  The Vike
schemne was repeated, and down came another, which
shared the samefate. Both werehorne offto the earths.”
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Atother times, the Tox follows the steps of small
animals, and pounces upon the hare in her form, and
birds on their nests.  Ho s partial to fruit, especlally
grapes—a weaknesd of Reynard’s, by the way, which
ZEsop has seized, on which to haung one of bis incom-
parable fables andits lesson. The animal isso cun-
ning that he i3 very rarely taken in any kind of trap.
When he hecomes unbearably destructive in any
neighbourhood, the favourite method of destroying
him is by the employment of strychnine, which is now
familiarly used for this
purpose¢ e¢ven by remote
Indian tribes. Tho Fox
breeds once a ycur, and
brings forth from four to
eight at a birth, There are
upwards of fourteen well
ascertained species of this
animal of which six are
found in North America

The Couvon ANMERICAN
Ren Fox (Tulpes fulvus
Desm.) shown in our Arst
illustration, has long silky
fur, with a full hushy tail
tipped with white. The
colour is reddish yellow,
grizzled with gray on the
lower back,

The Astic Fox shown
in our last wood-cut is
principally confined to tho
more northern regions of
this continent.  Itis smal-
ler than the Red Fox,
“with a very full and
bushy tail, the soles of
the feet thickly furred; in
the adult, the colonr is white, in the young grayish
leaden.”

Augt ot Anidars.—A bear rarely exceeds twenty
years. A doglives twenty years ; o wolf twenty ; o
fox fourteen or siateen years.  Lions are long lived.
Onv has been knonn to live to the age of seventy
years. A squirrel or hare seven or cight years; rab-
bits seven.  Elephants have been known to live to
the great age of four hundred years. When Alexander
the great had couquered Ihoris, King of India, ho
took a great elephant which
had fought valiantly for
the king, and named him
Adjax,dedicated himto the
sun, and let him go, after
placing upon him this in-
scription: “ Alexander, the
son of Jupiter, hath dedi-
cated Ajax to the sun.”
This c¢lephant was found
with this inscription three
hundred and fifty Yyears
& afterwards. Pigshavebeen
known to live to the age
A of thirty years; the rhino-
ceros to twenty. A horse
Las heen known to live to
the age of sixty-two, but
averages from twenty to
thirly. Camels sometimes
live to the age of one hun-
dred. Stags arclong lived.
Sheep seldom exceed the
age of ten. Cows from fif-
tecen to twenty. Cuvier
considers it probable that
whales gometimes livo one
thousand years. A swan
has attained the age of tno hundred years. Pelicans
are long lived. A tortoise has been known to live to
the age of une hundred and seven. Insecls, as a
gencral rule, are short lived.



