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THE NURSERY.
Planting Root Orafts.

The implements necessary for this work are
two Jdibbles for cach set of four men, a roller,
mallcable iron rake, a rope threc-cights of an inch
in dinmeter, and a mallet for driving stakes.
The dibbles, made cxpressly for this purpose,
aro somew hat in the shape of a trowel, hut convex on
both sides and longer. The roller is made roughly
by sawing a scction of cight inches off alog of the
diameter of 18iuches or 2feat. A hole is hored
through the centre, in whick an axle 1s placed, after
the wheel-barrow style; two straight picees of lath
are used for the shafts, which are kept steady andan
place by two cross-pieces of lath, one nailed near the
roller, and the other near the handles. Clects are
nailed un the rim at such distances apart as we wish
the plants to atand in the nursery rows.  {n markmg
the rows, the ground should first e smoothed with
the iron rake where it is intended to place the row.
The rope is then deawn tightly  from one sude of the
block to the other, and fastened at cach end by stakes
driven into the ground in such a manuer that the rope
is brought close to the ground. The roller 1s then
passed aver the rope, pressing at mto the ground,
feaving when taken up a distinet mark.  The tracks
crossmng the Huo at equi-distances, made by the clects
of the roller, gnide the planter in setting the plants
The trowel should be set i strictly perpendicnlar,
then pulled quickly toward the planter 3 the plant s
then thrust in by a quick and dexterous movement,
the dibble following close behind to press- the poil
tirmly to the root of the plant.  "The carth must be
very linnly pressed to the root of the plant in petting,
an({too great care cannot bo exercised in this parti-
cular.  More fashires occur from negleet of this pre-
caution, than from any other cause, o

* Itis very important that the last_working
of the soil should be dene immediately in advanee of
the planters, as fresh and most earth is neccssary to
proper setting.

Rootgraftsshouldbe placed deepenoughmtheground
=0 chat but oue bud appears above the surface. Itis
better to keep the “heads” of the plants a little above
the level, gay from one to two mches; which canhe
done by timshing the Gillmg up with ahoe. "Thestakes
should he ready tomark the vanictiesat Plantmgmuc.
and the nanes should be writtenindehbly and legably.
A very good stake is mado of strips of pine, planed
on one side and sawed 1x24 nches wide and two feet
long. 'Thestakes should e coated with white Jead,
and whils yet moist, branded with stencil-cut Jetters,
using simply lamp-black and water.  Asude from the
stakes, a record should be kept of the number of rows
of cah vanety, takiryg some one pomt to reckon
from.

The plant should not be long exposed to the air
removing them from the boxes. Just before plant-
ing, the voots should be dippet w grout, i. e athick
puddle, made of clay and water, so that they go into
the ground covercd with mud.  The hoxes containing
the plants should only bie brought out of the cellar as
needed, as they do not bear exposure to the air and
wind, but soon shrivel Nhould the plants at any
time show signs of shrinkage in the hoxes, give one
thorough watering and then allow them to rest.
Frequent watenings are very dangerous,

Never plant when the soil_is too wet to work mel-
low; but plant as carly in the season as the soil can
be put in good condition.

The first working necessary will e about the time
the weeds begin to show xigns of life, when the hoe
must be put in promptly. The first cleaning, on ac-
count of the small sizo of the plants, 18 best done by
scraping away the ground from the trees about the
width of the hoe, and just deep cnough to kill the
grass ; afterward following with the cultivator as near
as possible to the row without moving tho plants.
The hating process may have to be repeated, but
usually once hoeing will he fuund suflicient, 1f the
cultivator teeth are narrow enough to allow close cul-
tivation. Some hand-weeding will always be found
necessary near the trecs. A cultivator with the nar-
rowest teeth possible, and these slightly curved for-
ward, i3 best for the first half of the first summer,
after which a plow, with thin, narrow shovels, will
be needed sn conjunction with t'e cultivator.  Keep
the surface of the soil always mllow; going over it
capecially after cvery rain - Deep cultivation in the
nursery rows is nat advieable, asthe raots imst not
be mavgled.—7leikes' How to Startu Nursery.

THE VINEYARD,

Grapo Growers' Maxims,

Tho following rtules are given by the Rural
Aimncerican,

1. Preparc the ground in fall 1 plant in epring.

2, Give the vine pleuty of manure, old and well
decomposed ; for fresh manure cxcites growth, hut
docs not mature it

3. Luxurant growth docs not always insure fruit.

4. Dig deep but plant shallow,

5. Young vines produce beautiful fruit, but old
vines produco the richest.

G, Pruncin autumn fo insure growth, hut in the
apring to promoto frmtfulness,

7. Plant your vines before you put up trelhises,

8, Vines, like old soldiers, ahou\(l have good arms,

& Prune spurs to one well-developed bl ¢ for the
nearer the old wood, the lugher tlavored the (ruit.

10. Those who prunce long must roon chiml,

11 Vine leaves Jov o the sun, the frut the shade.

12 Divery leaf has a bud at the base, and esther a
bunch of fruit or » tendril opposito to it

13. A tendnl s an abortive frut bunch~a bunch
of fruit a *:mluctwu tendol,

1 A bunch of grapes without a health
oppasite i3 like a ship at sca without a nulnf
can's come to port.

15. Laterals are like pohticians ; if not checked
thicy aro the worst of thieves,

16 Good grapes are like guld—no one has enough.

17 The carliest grape will l\col) tho longest, for
that which is fully matured I3 casily preserved.

18. Grape eaters are long livers,

19. Hybriis are not always high bred.

20. He who buys the new and untried vanetics
should remember that the seller's maxum is, “*Let the
buyer look out for himsclf.”

THE WINDOW GARDEN.

Plants for Sunny Windows,

Vines for the window, whether insunmer or winwer,
are now the fashion of all fond of winter gardening.
A pleasant idea of whas plants to placein the windew
13 gamed from the followiny suggestions of a Boston
exchange: **1f your window i3 sunny, there isno
limit to the flowers you may have from Christmay
until the wild ones come again with two maurandias,
one wlite, the other purple, with a lugh colored
dwarf nasturtiam {or tropielenm agatis called), an
Laghsh 1vy, and a vigorous plant of German ivy (or
senccio scandens) you can make a sercen for your
window more beautiful thanany Raphaylor Da Vina
ever designed, for yours is the l»crfccb onginal of
their defective representation.  The vines should be
at the enl of the box, 5o as to be tramed on the sides
and over the t p of the window frame. Then close
to the glass, for, true to its name, 1t lovas the sun,
put o hehotrope or two, a trmhing wmter blossoming
uschsia, a scarlet geranum, and for the sake of con-
trast, a white one, whose blossoms have a bright cye
in the centre Do not be alrant of crowdmg the
plants, but sow mignonnetle and sweet aslyssum
seed as well as the tiny ones of linaria cymbalaria or
cohiscum 1vy. 11 not mtending to have but one box,
do not forget a plant or two of the neat, handsomely
marked potuma, for they will give yout a mass of
lovers from the first week of blooming until put out
i the gardenin the spring  Yellow myrtle and the
plants commonly called wandering Jew and e
{)lant. as well as a variety of saaiucge known as
peefsteak gerinium, may be made to Jroop over the
front of the box, and their graceful sp ays will reach

even to the floor, if you wish.—Okio Larmer

leaf
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CraxpERRY Cror.—A cranberry fieud in Burling.
ton Count?', containing  one hundred acres, has
employed three hundred hands, who picked by the
bushel, clean as they go, making good wages. Fifty
acres picked over, yiclded 7,000 Dushels, four acres
of which prudneud, what scemed to us enormous,
1,000 bushels, ‘I'wenty acres more gave only, 3,000
bushels, and the remaindermadeupthe quantity toover
7,000 hushels, yct the owners complamn of the short-
ness of the crop. They hope, however, to improve
their prospects by gathering from the remaining fifty
acres 10,000 bushicls more. ~ They expect to sell all to
onc dealer at $4.00 per bushel.—Lractical Farmer

HiLLiy¢ or PoratoEs.—A correspondent of the

Rural New Yorker tried an experiment last season
with raising potatoes by hithng, and by leaving the
surface flat. ~ The summer was wet, giving the hill-
g the advantage, 1f any.  The result was about the
same quantity for cach, but the potatocs from the

art not lled were larger, fewer i number, and
finer in quality. e thinks much labor, worse then

uscless, 1s expended in hilling potatoes.

Fences, Gates, &

A Cheap and Substantial Fence,

Allow mie to tell you how to mahe 8, Fimbslieich
a ling where o fence is to be mad», then have pre-
pared })oststlmt are sharpencd to a point that are
seven feet longand about sex inches through,  Meae
sure off cight feet of the giound and make a helr
with a pointed bar about threo feed deep, and vnk
tho post firmly into the hole, and continee on &5 {hy
tength of the line or fence to be buitt, ‘Then plasy
on cach side of the Line ats Tength, e as to cnable vou
to shovel easily.  Then makoadauh feom cacdirdo
of the lino three feet high  tlavo the Tank two o,
wice on the hottom nmi’unc foob on the tnp Smnoth
1t off mecly on both sudes,  Then nail on the pests
a board sivor dght indhies wide and natean fiee
long ahont «ix inches above the Tanh, 16 the g
are too Iang saw them ol even with the Vauki than
s0w cach mde of the bank in quack praxs, and sow it
on fully from the hottow to the top, and ou the top
of the embanhment ; anthe Jonce is fonshed. Inn
short time the quack grass will spront and grow, and
the muel will form a sward that will hald the bank
from caving ot sidig down, and the older the bank
the stronger will it become.  For who ever knew of
quack grags over runuing out o famd, or of ity rootn
growing weak or Teer  Vhiviraker a cheap, neat and
durable fence, pnd a9 the grazs movs on the siden,
stock will eat 3t off and prevent” its going to sgeer,
for quack grass '3 aluayssweet, and eattle and ehec
will eat it reahly  Nor will it spncad, for the dutch
will prevent its voots erassing Ao, if it were to
go to secd, it can casily he moved hefore it gets to
sced. Such a fence will be gsirmly located, and
uothivg will go ever or throngh it.  The roots of the

rags in a fow years will pruetrate through the aue
hankment, holding the dirs and  post tight, so that
froat, floods, or treading of apy land will vot affcc?
it.  Such a fence will do hetter on a permancat line
or lughway fenee, than for an insde fenee that 13 to
b tazf{cn up —New York Fribune,

Paicting Shingled Rooft.

The wene way to pamnt aveof1s to apply prncc
some kmd to nth sides of theehingles” Ttiscqut
as impartant thet the vudersido of every shingle 1
covered with pant as the surface, to prevent the
water fromn ey drann up between the courses by
capx‘dm‘i; attraction.  1f peod shingles are painted on
hoth stdes, and goad pawt apphied to the 1001 oncesn
ten »ears, 1t wall confinue leak-tight for more than a
hundred years. * * *  \When Yoofs are not paint-
ed, moss is hable to collect at thebuts of every course
of slungles, wlich promutes therr decay more 1aprdly
than alternate ran and sunshine.  When o:l paint ¥
use:d fur painting shingles, it is always better to em-
ploy some hght color rather than black, as the apart.
ments of the attic story, beneath a black roof, ate
liable {n be uncomfortably hot m the smmmer; and
more than this, as black pamnt absorbs mwore heat than
any other eolar, neither the pant nor shiwgles wall
enture as Jones as 1f the roof had been covered wath
some hght-co.ored pamnt. A metallie roof covered
with Iight-colored pant will last xuml]l longer thanif
it had heen painted with black paint. The most
econamical paint for a roof is a generous coat of coxl-
tar once in a few years; but coal-tar will color the
water for five ycarsafter a coat 1sapphied {0 tho roof.

Famm Gatc;.

Seweo farmers never take time to mako a gateor
have one made (a farm without a gate 1s hike a'louse
without doors—no way to get m without tearing a
hole through). Cheap gates are generally worthleas
One great mistake 1 that two-horse gates are mado
too heavy for their Innges. Three anches square it
heavy cnough for the hnge-post.  The boards orhars
should be sawed ton and a half feet long; four mches
wide, one inch thick at one end, and three-quaters
at the other; thus the heaviest end of the gate nevt
to the hunges.  Lumber sawed as above stated 13 nat
as canly warped by the sun as if sawed otherwise.
All the fiell and Darn-lut gates should be tive feet
Ingh.  When work horses are taken from a ficld or
lot throngh a gate and there are yonng colts that
wish to follow, they witl invanably try tho gate first,
and four tuncs out of five, if they cannot get througn
ar over the gate, they will try no place clse. 1t helps
the looks of o farm 80 much to have nico gates. Not
only tins ; farmers that tear down their fences to get
into their fields, and lay up the gap when they come
out, lose so much valuable time during the summer
monthy, when farmers have uo time to lose~~Far-

mers’ Union.



