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Ocrongr 1

Prof. Craig, Exporimontal Farm, Ot-
tawn; Rev Canon Fulton. St Vincent
do Paul ; Rev. J. Kdgar Hill, Mont
real; Rev. Brother Norbort, Montreal
Moessra J M. Fiek, Abbotstord; W.
M. Patterron, Claroncoville ; 1L W,
Benyon, Montreal ; James Johnston,
Montreal ; G. B. Edwards, Covey Hill ;
R B Whyto, Ottawa; M, Newman,
Lachine Rapids; G. R. Roberteon,
Montreal; A, S Henshaw, Montreal ;
J. Robinson, Mayor Como ; I. J. Gibb,
Como, and W. W, Dunlop, soorotary,
Outremont.

The president opsned the proceed
ings with an abloe addross and was fot-
lowed by Prof. Craig, who gavo an ox-
cellent locture on ‘¢ Spraying,” u full
report of which was published in the
Star a short time ago. Ho advocated
the uso of the Bordeaux mixture,
which i3 composed of four pounds of
copper sulphate, four pounds of unslak
ed ‘imo to fifty gallons of water, but
warned thoso pretront that spraying
alono will not preserve the orchards,
T'he time had como whon tho orchards
must be manured and carefully foster-
ed. The old mothod was to tuke a crop
of hay off the fruit orchard, but the
time for that had gone by and those
who wijshed to preservoe their good
fruit crops would have to assist the
‘troes and at least see that they were
not robbed of the goodness of the soil,
Prof. Craig answered many questions
and advised those who had only time
to spray oncoa year todo this just
before the blossoms opened. He would
cortainly discourago the u=e of minoral
fortilizer in the autumn,

Many delegatos gave the result of
their experiments with various fraits,
Tho bost six varieties of apples for
profit 'n the Ottawa Valley was the
next question discussed, the president
holding that theso were the Duchess
Weslthy, I'ameuso, Cavads Red. Win-
ter St. Luwrenco and Macintorh Red
Mr. Shepherd has oxported most of
these apples and finds u good markot
for them in Englaund, France and Ger
muvy Uther varioties suggested by
various de'cgates were the Ben Davis,
Non Pareil, Englich Rasset, Seotch
Winter and Yollow Transparent

Cold storage was then taken up.
Prof. Craig defining this as patting
fruit into 8 temperature so low that
no interior chomical change will take
place. When this can be Jone the frait
may be stored indefinitely. Last year
he bad tried storing apples, pears,
peaches and grupes at a temperature
of 34 degrees. This arrested the ripen-
ing prooess, which continaed just the
samo as though it had never been
stopped, when the fruit was taken
from storage. The freit should be
Eickod before it is quite ripe if the

est results are looked for, and then it
may be easily kept until mid-winter.
Stone fruit did not give such good ro-
suits asapplesand pears,even Bartletts
boing porfect at tho end of February.
The Professor adviced his hearors to
uy and go in for some system of dis-
trict oolg storsge warehouses, whero
by paying a small fee, fruit could be
stored in lime of glut until the market
was open., This question of cold storago
had been taken up by those who grow
for export, and the Ontario fruit men
had followed the lead of tho batter
men in asking the Government to pro
vido them with some means of cold
storage, 50 that porfect samples of
Canudian fruit may be pnt onthe Eng-
lish market, The Dominion Govern-
ment had therefore mado arrangements
for iwo trial shipments in butterships.
The fruit will be picked in the Niagara
district and carofully wrapped in tissno
paper and packed each box bearing
the grewer's name. Should the experi-
ment provo a success, other shipments

will follow, and tho sposker advised
tho dolegates to sco that Quobeo was
not loft out in tho cold in this matter.
To day tho members of tho eooioty
aro boing ontertained by the Trappist
fathora, at Qka, whero motoe papers
aro being road and speoohes delivered.
Sir Henri and Lady Joly de Lotbi-
nidro, who aro attending the Pomolo-
gical Convention at Como, aro to bo
the guests of the Trappists at Oka for
a few days— Star. )

FRIENDS IN THE GARDEN.

—

Weo should Distingaish Between In-
gects that are Ussful and
Injurious.

Wo should learn to distinguish bo-
tween foos and friends in tho garden,
and, if necessary, the children should
bo taught early tho differonce botween
insects and birds that do harm to
plants and those that do good. Snales,
toads and lizards, instead or being in-
{'uriouu to the plants, aro always inva-

uablo helps in keeping down the inju-
rious insects. Snalkes may be repulsivo
in appearance, and poisonous ones vory
dangerous, but the ordinary ground
snakes will not hurt one, and thoy will
keep down mice, bugs and inscots as
nothing olse can. As a rule the noxious
insects are in the greatest numbers in
our gardens, and henco toads, lizards
and snakes that eat all that como near
them destroy more of the foes than
enemies. I should never think of kill-
ing ono of these croatures in the
garden, but would be moro inclined to
protect them, and even import thom
into the garden. 1 havo seon a small
gray ligard clean off the worms from
a field of cabbages as fast #8 they could
multiply. Attracted by tho fat feast
the lizard returned overy day, and he
would make trips up and down the
rows of cabbages until not a worm
could be found,

A fow toads in hotbeds and cold-
fre- ~cs are of inestimablo value, Thoy
willl keep down all insects that begin
to show thomselves,finding them under
leaves and stalks that hide them from
an ordinary observer, In Paris toads
are regularly caught and sold to gar-
deners for insect hunting in their
groen houees. And yet many boys and
older people de-troy them ruthlossly
as goon as they discover them in the
%ardon‘ The toads will cat catworms

y the wholesalo if they can find them,
and I have seen them devour potato
bugs in great numbers when deprived
of more palatable food.

But we have also friends among in-
sects, and it is well to bear in mind
that they ean do much good for us.
The so-called lace-wing insects are
nearly all friendly to us. They live on
other insects, and do not eatany of the
plant. 1€ s few can bo tarned loose in
a greenhouse they will destroy all in-
sects other than those of their own
olass. In this class ave included tho
ant-lions, aphis lions and dragon flies.
For every one of these we kill we must
expeet 4 dozen enemios to spring into
active existence that must be destroy-
cd by spraying.

The tiger-beetles and the lady bestles,
as well as the long legged ground
beotles, are all insect eaters, and they
go around the garden in search of their
proy continually. They will attack
large grubs aud other insccts, es well
as the very small plant lico that hide
behind the Jeaves. These beotles must
be distinguished from others that de-
stroy tho plants. The large robber-
flies ars aleo great friends in the gar-
den, and they will attack all kinds of

grubs and incoets to devour. Thoy aro
particulatly cagor to destroy aphis,
and in this rospeot their prozonco
should Lo groatly oncuuraged.—Gor-
mantown Tolograph.
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T0 APPLE-GROWERS.

Bo Caroful as well as Honost.

The Nutional Apple Shippers’ As-
sociation dcsires to avquaint applo-
growoers of the country with the aims
of tho association and to ask their aid
in tho reorms proposed, ' Dealors,
ehi?pors and growers must prosper to-
gothor or not at all. In this view of
mutual intorest, the following suggos-
tions aro submitted to orchardists, reo-
presenting the result of careful thought
and discossion :

1, Tt will be to the advantage of all
interested in apples—growors, dealors
and consumers—if thero is a reocog-
nized size and quality of package, as
woll as for size and quality of fruit,
both in what is now known as No. 1
and No. 2 apples. A good sizo of paock-
ago is oatily suggostod—one that has
been in use for somo years by the best
class of western doalers and larger or-
chardists. A fall-size flour barre!l (that
is, & barrol with 17} inch diameter of
hoad and 28% inch lenth of stave) will
meet all requiremonts, giving a good,
gonerous-looking barrel, snd when
well shaken down and pressed, hold-
ing three bushels of apples. In some
seotions of tho Wese, tho barrel now
in uze issmullor than thig, but these
barrols are invariably diseriminated
against in price by the bstter class of
tradora; in fact, they are generally
spoken of as ¢ tho snide barrols.” In a
good apple year like the present, the
difference of & peck of apples in a bar-
rel will mean to the grower not more
than five centsin the orchard; but
when the apple comes to scll in the
market, the small barrel will bring on
an averago uat least 25 conts less. Be-
sides, tho trado is so generally con-
vinced that a package ‘“snide” in
gizo gonerally contains frait * snide”
in quality, that they avoid it as far as
possible, oven at a fair differonce in
price, and as & consoquence in times
of oversupply they are the ones ne-
gleoted, while the more hionest look-
ing, if pot really more honest, pack-
ages aso given more prominence and
countequently bettor sale.

2 1t 4s not 80 casy to arrive st g
proper standard for sizo aud qnality
of fruit, for the rcason that gizes and
qualities of tho same varieties vary
considerably in different sections and
in different seasons, Tho standard
adopted by the associntion will come
as near to properly covering the
ground as is possible without naming
all varieties of apples, and it is recom-
mended to your fivorable attention:

“ That the grade No. 1 shall be di-
vided into two classes, A and B. That
the standard for size for clase A ehall
be not less than 2} inches in diameter
and ehall include such variotics as the
Ben Davis, Willow Twig, Baldwin,
Greoning, and other varieties kindrod
in size. That tho standard for class B
shall be not less than 2 inches in dia-
meter and shall inclade euch varie'ies
as Romanito, Russets, Winesap, Jona-
than, Missouri, Pippin, and other va-
rietics kindred in size, And, further,
that No, 1 apples shall be at timo of
packing praotically freo from tho ac-
tion of worms, or defacomont of sur-
face or breaking of skin, and shall be
hand-picked from the tree.”

This staudard does not prevent any
grower who msy bave good apples
below tho standard of size in either

clags from marketing thom for what
thoy aro. Ocoasionally, romo really
choico frait might run bolow thws
standard, but tho oxoeptions aro so
raro that thore can be little objection
to tho standard as fixed.

Theso suggostions are to tho intorost
of overy intelligent, oapablo applo
growsr. If may not suit his shiftloss
noighbor when he find that his ne-
%leoted fruit will not grado as No. 1,

ut that olass has no logitimato place
in tho industry. To increaso tho con-
sumption of applos, the consumer
must bo plonsed, and nothing will
tend to that end go muoch us to furo-
ish him with a botter, rather than a
poorer applo than he oxpected when
he made his purchase. Lot the barrel
branded No, 1 bo not only No. 1, but
fine; and lot tho purohaser find the
barrol branded No. 2, not cider apples,
but good fruit. Kach barrol eols un-
der this plan will makea cnstomer for
two moroe, and a crop of apples cannot
be raised in thi; country too large to
soll at fa.r prices, and that without
going to Muropo for a market for the
surplus,

It may be too much to hope that
all that is outlined can be accom-
plished this year, but by codperation
& long stop can bo made toward it.
Ono thing is suro in this big orop
yoar, the grower who most closoly
follows the suggestions will be tho
man best satisfied with the results of
his year's work,

The association is espesially anxious
to have growors understand that the
prosperity of both growersand legi-
timato doalors are bound up together.
Anything advanocing the interests of
oue is for the benefit of the other, and
for tiat reason it urges hearty codpe-
ration between tho two interests, to
the end that the applo trade may be
further oxtended upon a sound basis
with a reasonablo profit to all con-
corned. The apple is tho king of
fruits, and its use caun be greatly en-
larged by honesty in all dealings and
intelligont organized effort npon the
part of the growers and dealers.

The Dairy.

STRAW AS A STOCK FOOD,

————

The uttor neglect of the valae of
straw and the wasto of so many million
tons aunually by the American farmer,
says J. S. Woodward, amounts almost
toa crime. In no other country is straw
80 wasted, and if the present scaroity
of hay ehall lead our furmors to better
apprecinte straw as a food for stock,
and of their taking better care of it,
tho frost and drought that have so
disastrously affected tho graes orop,
Wi.l{ not have been an unmitigated
ovil,

All over the great in-growin
seotions of tho %oundl%g: est th%
nightly fires which so universally
illamine the sky aro glowing eviden-
ces of the igmorance and folly of our
farmera. With them straw sooms to be
regarded as a necessary evil connected
with the growing of grain, and the
match is applied as the readiest means
of getting it out of tho sway of tho
plow for tho next erop. Here in the
Last wo makeo s better use of it, but
even here wedo not half appreociate it,
Most farmors pile it up in unshapely
heaps, which thoy call stacks, bat so
slovenly done that wator saturates it
from top to bottom, and the cattle aro
allowed to run about these during
winter to work it down into what they
osll smanure, bat swhich is little moro
than wet straw,




