
The Family Circle.

A RHYME OF THE YEAR.
January 1 January!

Though cold, you have no aw,
You make us freeze
Just when you please,

And thonyougoand thaw. -

February ! February .
I think it's very queer

That on the way
You lose a day,

And llnd it in Loap Year.

Oh, windy Marci yo arc teo leud,
You do mnake such a noise,

You frisk about,
New in, now out,-

It's vorse than girls and boys.

Cry-baby April con es aieng,
Yoe nover n tell wbicthor -

Sho's going te smile
'Or cry a whie-

She has such funny wcather.

Then little Ma3 ycomes tripping in,
Uncertain as her name is;

Ve May have snow,
T.lhe wdMybien;

Or May bce ts of daisics.

Oh, lovely Junc 1 oh, lovely Juno 1
You're cverything together •

Your skies se fair,
Your flowers se rare,

Oh, stay, delightful weather 1

Please ind us fans now, hot July,
Doiminion Day is hero;

Let's sit up late
Te celobrte-

You ceome but once a ycar.

Oh, August! you've a lovely non,
I wonder where yon found it 1

Se big and briglit
For niany a iight,

And thon a ring areund it,

Septenber, you'd bo vcry mice,
But always as a rule,

That when our fi
Scornsjust boguil,

Seu tako us back te school,

October! where's your friend, Jaek Frost 7
Yoe always coene together,

Vith lovely 1aves
On all the trocs,
And hazy, dreamy weather.

November, you're aliost teo dul,
And cold, and damp and-drear;

The turkeyssay
Thanksgiving Day

Thcy dread through all the ycar,

Oh ! dear December, hurry on,
Oh, pleaso-oh please coe quick;

Bring snow se white,
Bring fires se bright,

And bring us good St. Nick 1
Adlaptecd.

MARION'S NEW YEAR'S VISITORS.

Y My GOODWIN rLANTz.
It's a perfect shane we can't koep

open liouse,'" said Belle, making lier
fair face look more like a peacli-blessoi
than over, by the pink " cloud" she was
tying on1.

You are going to have fun enougli at
Kitty Farrow's, but think of me, at the
W.O.T.U. Roomns," said Nettio nournfully.

" Too bad wo have to ho separated, but
who wants te invite three sistors, ' thrce
roses on a síngle stem ;' it is somebody's
duty te get mnarried," replied Marion
laughing.

I despair of ever being Miss Hanna,
but don't let mie lurry yen, old lady.
Thero is ene thing I rise te reniark ; we
don't have the lairks ivo did before you
foriec your 'Society for the Prevention
of cruelty te Mothers.' We used to keep
open house, and never worried about ex-
pense or trouble," said Belle, witl a shade
of regret. o

" Yes, and mother stayed out in the
kitchen all day, overseeing the oysters
and coffee, and thon lad a sick leadacho
threo days," answered NOttie. .

" Saint Marion is right. There's the
bell ; the boys have comne. Good-bye, sis.

M-E SS.E N G E R.NORTHE R.N

Don't forget your foolislh sisters ii vo
prayers to-night."

Two quick kisses .were dropped on thi
earnest face of. the eider sister, and thi
girls in party array tripped down stairs
Marion siglied, and for a moment regretteo
lier refusal te join in the frolic'they woul
have. She expected a busy day.on th
norrow, for the teachers of tho Sout]
Mission wore going te receive their pupil
in the chapel, as their Ndw Year's celebra
tien. Besides, Marion always souglit
quiet heur New Yoar's ove, to "invoice,
as she called it, and make plans for the im
provement of the coming-year

It was lier h'ousekeeping wek, so theru
were several duties t ob attended te; thé
Marion drew lier low rocker beforo th(
glowing grate, and began lier annua
chlaracter house-cleaning.

In a few moments the room seened filled
with strange foris

" Who are yeu ?" asked Marion in sur
prise.

"Your resolution committea -of lasi
year," replied one, who seeined te bc thc
chairman, or woman, as the case miglit bo.

We heard yen were koping open hcusc
to-night, se thought ive would make oui
annual report. I am the resolution called

IeCepimg a Diary.'
" I remimber," replied Marion liastily.

I thought it would be a goo*d habit te
keep a record of my inner lifo for self-in-
provement."

"Aiso, if I renember," continuèd
Diary Rlesolution, " in'caso yoe became a
famous woman, there would bo material
for the ' life and -letters of' "-

" Yeu must have mnisunderstood niy
itivo," ihterrupted Marion, coloring

guiltily. "I did invite yen last year, I
admit, but I lad te give you up, for' I
haven't time during the day, and am to
sleepy at might te write a respectable diiary.
I don't sec how people ever write those
beautiful journals and do anything else."

"Wly did yeu ceme ?" she asked, turn-
ing te one who held a Bible open at the
bo k of Judges.

'oYeu called me last yoar. I an the
resolution to read tho Bible through imî a
year. I stayed with you thus far," point-
ing te tho open page.

"I an sorry I failed, but thero were so
niany drcadful stories in Judges, I began
skipping, and I amn so busy, I confess I
can't do inuch more than road tho Suniday-
selcool lesson and my * Daily Food.'-

Ono inember of the cominittee had been
rising constantly, trying te speak, se
Marion said, "Pray, what broken resolu-
tioU' are you ?"

"I an 'Going te Class-meeting overy
Sunday.' I was callcd six times durimg
the year."

" Well, I arn sorry I failed there, for it;
is a great spiritual help . bosides, the girls
never go uniless I 'lo. But we have break-
fast teo lato on Sunday."

" Prhaps if yen lad lept me, it migit
have been easier te havo kept those beforo
nie," said an untidy looking iundividual,
who gave nmistakable signs of a hasty
toilet. "I an thegoodresolution "Getting
up Early.' I was kept a week, and callcd
in every picnic or horse-back excursion.'

Marion groaned. "I meant te kceep
yeu, and always go te breakfast looking
as I do when we have company. I have
abused yen, I know, often nissed faniily
prayers, and lest many precious heurs of
study, but I am teo sleopy te riso iii the
morning."

" Perhaps if yen had kept, iy sister,
'Going te Bed Early,' you might have
kept me," suggestod Early Rising. •

Soveral other broken -resolutions rose
to speak ; one was, "Giving a Tenth te
the Lord ;" another, " Never Use Slang ;"
anid a third, " Taking Care of the Hiealth."
"IReading lesý Fiction" iight have beon
the fourth, for it was armed te the teeth
with learnîed looking bocks.

" I really thought I liad , iiproved,"
cried poor Marion. " Have 1, thon, failed
in overy way, this year V"

" You have kcpt me most of the tino,"
replied a happy-looking individual. "You
askod for a cure for sensitiveness. Thiat
generally means a cure for obscure, refined
selfishness. - Yeu have been overcoming in
this, al! the year."

"I am very glid," replied Marion
hunbly. " Peoplo are s inuch more
careful of my feelings lately. ·-I havo
thought the girls were botter. natured, and

r Ned less cf a toaso: I am suro mother is
.mare patient ; or can it bo, forgetting

e Marion Hanna leaves no place uncovered
i for ivounds ? I ain sure I don't want te be
. se sensitive, especially if, as you say, it is
i but one forai of selfishness. How can I
i always kecp yoe with nie V"

"Thera is but one way for sensitive
i people te livo happily," repliecd Unseltisi-
s noss: ' Look to Josus and forget Marion
- Hanin."
a Tho clock on the marble inantel struck

twclio, and Marion started frein lier
reverie. It did net matter whethor it was
a sleeping or walking dream. She had her

i key-note for the coning year. Shiebegnu
ib with a season of'grateful prayer, and
Ilmado no iew resolves.
l * * *

Girls, I've sworn off on going out
se nucli. Going te turn ovr a new leaf,"
said Ned at the breakfast table next morn-

- ing. " Marion is the only ono of the lot
wlo looks bright enough te support an
idea this norning. Sis, how niany good-
resolutions did you sleep on, last niglit "

"Not any, brother, except te look more
closely at mîy Pattern. My New Year's
verso is, *Looking unîto Jesus, the author,
and finisher of our faith.' "-Zio's .erald.

HOW THE CHINESE NEW YEAR IS
KEPT.

DY ZANNIE ROPER FEUDGE.
It falls usually during the first week in

February, and very near the Gth instant.
To the Celestial it is the grandcst jubilee
of all the ycar, and is· observed by men,
woinoa, and. children of every grade, fron
the Eiperor down te ,the humnblest sub-
joct; and net alono with the Empire, but
on sea and land, at home and abroad,
whîcrevcr a Chineso community may chance
te bo on this propitious day. Though al-
ways a day of foasting and rejoicing, in
1888 it was celebrated by the Chinese in
this country withi more éclat than ever be-
foro, becauso of the opoining cf a .n0ew
"joss-oeuso" in tho Chiinieso quarter of
San Franciso, Cal. ; and in 1889 it was ob-
served vith surpassing splendour, wlierever
-the Chineso are found, because of the ex-
pected - marriage of the young Emperor.
Enormous sums -f money wero spent -by
the Chinose Govcniinment in preparations
for the double celebrations of the royal
nuptials, and the timo-lionored festival of
the " New Year, " which i t is said was te
bo obscrved:- on this joyful occasion with
manly ncw featurs, inclicating progress
ainug that ancient people in the iewer
inventions of the people of the West.

Well, thoIugh the Chinese have a way of
their ownl for doing overything, ad not
always the best way, yet there are sonie
lessons that aven wo with all our boasted
civilization, iay profitably learn of theni.
For example, on evory Now Yoar's morn-
ing, cach uman and boy, from the Emperor
te the humblost pensant, pays a visit te his
niother, and- carries lier a present wîhich
varies in value according te lis station and
pecuniary ability. He thanks lis mother
very devoutly for all slie lias done for him
in the past, and hunbly asks for a continu-
ance of lier favor for another year. This
-natter of reverence for parents is a car-
dinal -virtue among the Chinese, duly in-
culcated frei carly childhood, and se in-
grained into the very warp and woof of the
daily life, that the mîother's influence over
lièr sons usually lasts, for bano or blessing,
all through tlicir existence.

Another excellent âustomi is the squar-
ing up of old accounts, and as far as pos-
sible paying off every debt beforo the closo
of the old year, se that the New Year's
dawi mnay be unclouded by a. single .anx-
iety concerning the one just ended. This
is decmned se .requisito te a unan's good
standing iin business, that the rulo is gen-
orally observed, aveu thougli it be neces-
sary te sell off goods cheaper than at any
other time, or at lcavy pecuniary loss. - -

Whilo fatlier and sons are thus engaged
in store and couniting-roon, mothers and
their daugliters are equally busy in reno-
vating and adorning the home. Every s
niche and corner of the dwolliig is ther-
oughily cleansed and must put on its gala S
dress of flowers, flags, and mottoos before j
New Year's dawn ; a feast of good things s
is te bo prepared; and abovo all, the
household altar must b newly decorated, a
flowers fresh and fair laid thereon, and s
candles and incense lighted to welcome the s
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incomuing year with joy and gladness.
Flaming red papers bearing appropriate
dev#ices, or ëxpressive -of some.wish for
"good luck" are placed over or beside each
door and lintel, hiuge lustrous transpar.
encies float above, and sundry devices in
the formn of dragons, sea-monsters, etc., in-
tended to kep off evil spirits, are displayed
everywhere.

Every hill-top, temple, and streot is
gaily decorated with flags and paper lan-
tonis of huge dimensions , and the idols in
the temiples are decked in silken robes and
adoried with glittering jewels. Boats,
lieuses, and fonces are freshly painted and
adornod profusely with long*strips of briglit
red paper upoinirvhiich are inscribed in
black and gilt letbbers,good wishîes, congratu-
lations, and compliments 'to all who mnay
chance te pass that way, aid every street
and bane is crowded with well-dressed peo-
ple, who for the time scem to have uic
tiought but for this festive occasion. Some
are caling on friends and relatives, porters
are baring loads of presents te varions
liuses, aind crowds arc wending theii' way

te the temples and " joss-houses." Every
worshipper goes laden iith gifts ; and the
altars of the gods of wrealti, of war, of
medicinoe, letters, fire, and many others,
are literally piled with offerimgs of flowers,
fruit, confectiontry, and somne more costly
wares.

Each devotee selects fromni the group the
"god" lie specially desires te propitiato,
liglits his "'incense-sticks," places them
before the idol and performs his devotions
with sunldry prostrations, salaams, and
nurmured words unintelligible te all but
himself, and then retires to spend the rest
of the day in mnirth and jollity-feasting,
visiting, Jireworks, or ganibling as may b
most-in accord with his special proclivities.
But his religion coaes first. The devotees
before the ."god of wealti" arc especially
numerous aiong the Chinose, as among
other nations.

On New Year's Eve sacrifices are made
te the old year, and the customî of watch-
ng out its last expiring moments is strictly
observed by the Chlunese ; and during the
whole night the streets are thronged. At
dawn on the New Year's Day every door
is closed for a time, and streets compara-
tively deserted. But after a-very brieflull
ail hiands wake up te a renewal, with in-
terest, of noisy nirth, which is then kcep
up for a week at least, and with the wealthy
for a umîuch longer tiîîne.

Tho Now Year being considered the most
propitious day of all the year for important
negotiations many betrothals and marri-
ages take place at this time, thus incronsing
the hilarity of both family and social gath-
einîgs.

Another very pleasant custoi I observed
among the Chinese whilei living among
them. Every visitor wrho called on Now
Year's Day was sure te go away loadod
with presents-or rather te have them-
taken te his homie by a servant. The gif b
is always accompanied by many conipli-
ments and good wishes froin the -doner.
The value of the presents varias, of course,
irith the wealth or generosity of the giver
-it iay be only a basket of fruit, a vase
of flowers, a pretty fain, or package of
choice ten, but it carries with it the ".New
Ycar" charin, and is a pleasing loen of
friendly regard that is alhays welcome.
IL was especially se te us, as strangers and
foreigners se far away fron hone.

ien, whenever Americans or Europeans
look into the Chinese temples, fromî mo-
tives of curiösity, te writness the ceremonies
of the day, they alwvays receiro a courteous
salutation and ai invitation to enter ; for
a Chineso, whuetier in business, religion, or
ploasure, is always a gentleman. We who
ire Christians, and who claim for ourselves
a Iighier civilization, may well learn of
those foreigners te velcoume thei kindly
to our churches and Sunday-schools, and
try to lead theni te the knowledge and
worshuip of the true God. We have been
sadly remiss concerning the uillions who
after these nearly nineteen centuries, are
yet " without hope and without (od" and
strangely slow in carrying te themi the
vords of life. Now thait God lias broughît
soie of the leathen to our doors, and
given to us, hoer in our own fair land, a
ight of the folly and sin of idolatry, shall
vw still close our eyes te its abominations,
ad permit the e.nemy, while ire sleep, te
ow the tares of paganism upon Christian
oil ?-Ex.


