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pirtion of that number of regular troops are necessary te guar
against. invasion, no force is available for garrisons of places ci
which the safety of our communications depends. T he com
mand of the sea la notiing more or less than the commannd o
the Imperial ronds, the securing of the first lines of colonial de
fences.

It is important te observe that there la ne proportion be
tveen the force ised in the interrúption of sea communinc
tions, as compared with the amount of forco required te secur
then. To cripplo the action of a single steamer ie find it n
knowledged, by one who ougit te kuow best, tiat severa
cruisers would be required at certain points. A regular at
tack upoi soit communications, therefore, involves the employ
tuent of an enormous force in their defence ; and as the sta
tions and positions are necessarily filIkd, su uust bases of opera
tien be at and to supply the wauts of that defenttding force.

The lines of colonial defcnces iay b tlus summuarized:-
1. The deftenco of their comnuuications, which involve

fortifying the Imperial stragetie points, and the existence of
purely naval and a purely military force; the one equal te th
task of keeping open the roads between the points, the othe
sufficient to secure those points from captura in the nccessarj
absence.of the flcet.

2. The interior line of sea-defence, which must provid
against the destruction, by bombardaient from the c, o.
naval resources at the stragetie points in cases where that objec
cannot bo secured by land batteries and military force. I
also includes similar provision for the protection of colonia
mercantile ports to prevent their commercial reduction by
enormous requidsitions.

3. The defeace of the soil of ail colonies and places not nec
cessary te the Empire as .iilitary and.stragetic positions.

Having tius briefly viewed the nature of our requirements
it is desirable te draw some pi-ctical conclusions as te how
they cea best be met.

lhe communications of the Empire being the commuon pro-
perty of ail its conponent parts, eaci portion according te the
use it makes of them, las a direct interest in their defenice,
and should contribute to.that object.

The forces intended for the defence of the communications
mu.st bc Imperial, and net colonial. They must bc preparei
té net at any point on the Imperial lines wfhcre they may hap.
peu to b, requred. Naval colonial volunteer forces which may
b createtd idner the Naval. Defence Actf 1865 are only if
value, and that to a very limitedl extent, te meet the noces-
Bities of the second or interior lino of colonial defence.

The forces necessary for the defence of the Imperial con-
munications should be under the control of one directing head.

If the colonies are really in carnest in matters relating to
their defence, it is time they should combino toforce on the at-
tention of the Imperial Parliament the neglected state of the
Imperial roads, and the necessity for devisimg adequate means
for their security. They mus however, be prepared to bear
their fair share of the burden.

With the creation of Imperial fortresses commanding the
Imperial ronds would grow up a feeling of .comion security.
They Vould be links in the chain which binds together the
military forces of our Empire ; stepping stoncs by which those
forces can cross te afford mutual assistance and sulport,

It wo:ld be easier in a given tiune te collect forces from ail
parts of the Empire at-a. give point now, than lt-was te con-
centrate the miltary forces in the United Kingdom ou any
particular place on the .coast lino sixty years ago. It is sm-
gular that when scien'eo bas donc, and is doing, se much to-in-
crease cur p0er cf concentration, Imperial policy should b
,undoing her work by persisting in the creation of local-forces
which it i impssible t m'ove. auë ail tis at a timQ when
concentration- is tioeat principle of attaeck, And the power of
concentration.is-the great power cf defence. Though-by naturn
and. by science we possess all the physical moans necessay- fort
the concentration cf military.forces, we have neglected ta tura
them te account, and further, by limiting the actioù of miiitarv

d forces to the particular portions of the Empire where they are
n raised, wo wilfully destroy the nîceetnary power of resisting
- couccutratcd attack by a combiunation of Imperi.' resources;
f whieh is in these days the truc source of strength.
- It is onlv in maintaining tho second nlie of colonial defecnces

that local forces are of real valuo, but it is the duty of the Em-
- pire to sec that they are providcd withà the meansand weapons

to enable thcm to act. l'or the first and third lines they are of
o no avail, se long as the nccessary power of concentration at the
-- weakest point is absent. It is military nccessity, and not con-
l stitutional -law, wliici determines whero the grcatest. power of
- resistanceO is to b applied.
- Whie wo ackniowledgo and applaud tih principle, that it is
- every nan's duty te defknd his home, it is te bc regretted that
- our idleas of its praetical application are lamentably indistinct.

The motiher country lias put ber own construction on the
word Iome,' in applyiug the principle of calling into exist.

a ence military forcés which can only bc used to put up her shop
a shttters and to bar ber doors. Site calis on lier childern te
e adopt her definkkon of its mcanîing and te follow hier example,
r and somte have donc se. But who among the armies thus or-
y ganized, for whntahe is pleased to call "home defeuco," can

deternino the exact distance fi oin a rnn's home at whieh the
e obligation ends? Who cat draw the magie circlo which is io
f include the territorial area of his duty te die for his country?
t Home is sonething more than ait abstract idea having reference
t only to loeality ; its fouidations are laid lu commuon interests,
I nor en-umiles of ocean sever the strong tics of affection and

of sympathy. Hence it is that from whatever quarter of the
Empirc a cry for help comes--wherever the BritiÉh flag waves

- over Englishmen strugling on their own ground for ail they
hold dcar-it is thcre ourhome is in danger, there is the rat-
lying point of forces created for its defence. While we boast
of armed hosts iere and in the colonies, whose prend motte is
" home defence," ticy must "survey the Empire " te " behold

- our home."
(To be contintued.)

MYiHtin Itenis.

-The Inspecter cf Artillery las received a cable gran fron
England announcing the succetsful trial of the new Palliser 7
inch brecch loading gun.

-General Luard, accompanied by Coi. Van Straunbenzee,
D. A. 0., inspectcd the 15th Battalion et Belleville on the
26th ultimo.

-The Major Gencral Commanding inspected A. Battery, R.
S. G., at Quebec on the 20th ultime, and proceeded to
Clifton, Ont..the following day.

Tho annual inspection of lte Montreal JPield Battery
took place on the 21stAugust at ihe Exhibition Grounds.
At half-past ton prcrisely Gon. Luard and staff arrived on
the grounds and the inspection wyas proceeded with.
Licut.-Col. Irwin, Inspector of.Artillery for the Province
of Quebce, wa.s the inspecting ofiler, and Liett.-Colonels
Floteher aid Anyrauld were the officers to call the roll,
as it was a-Muster parade. o Afer going through the
different movement. in on excellent mtannor, the tottery
was drawn up on tho grounds and pddrlcssetd by LI.-Col.
Irwin. Ho nioticed, ho said, a grean'improvement in thu
field movements, and ho *ns gratified at tie anî,swtrs i0-
ceived to bis questions about gun drill, ei., but-on futuro
occasions l.e wonld asi thom Àuany questions, and if thev
vould study thoir manuals they Nvould find nio difliculty
in answerlng. HJe expiressed a wish.to sce ail ioi-eon.-
inrissi4ned officeï·s cone to Quebee in winter for a two o.
threo month"s course in.ihe school- of instruction. They
vould thon be able te proporly instruet their mon. 11t

closed by epressing his pleasure to Coi'Storenson ai.d
the battery at the presence of General Luard.
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