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THBE CATHOLIC.

T have already said. The hatred of truth “com-
wenced with trath itself. no sooner did it appear
ihan it becamo  the objoct of general-detestation,
{t counts as many cnemies as strangers, and each
according to their own fashion, tho Jews by jea-
lousy, the soldiers by exaction, and all of you by
uature.”’

* Ono mightsay that Celsus was desirous of imi-
tating the Jows, who, on the preaching of the Gos-
pel, spread false reports against those who em-
traced it; that the christians  sacrificed a littiein~
fant and devoured its flesh in their assemblies; that
10 perform works of darkness, they putout the
lanps, and then each one abandoned himseif to bis
lusts with the first person he met. This mest gross
w.alumny fora long time made great impression on
the minds of an infinity of persens  who, having no
wnterconrse with us, permitted themselves to be
persuaded that this portrait of the christians was
faithfully drawe: and even to this time therearc
individuals so prejudiced sgainstus that they will
nst even enfer into conversation with a chris-
1ign.”

Eusebius writes, that ¢ the devil had made use o(‘]
“arpocrates, Saturninus and Menander, disciples
ifSimon, who fell ** after being baptized by Phi-
Lip, to seduce many of the faithful: and that, b
thewmeans, they had furnished to the pagans am-
pir materials for calumnfating and blackening the
Church; thatell the recently invented}slanders
were circulated by them to the disgraco of the

a libel against the christians ahd Jews under the

not come down tois, and is only kuown by “the
splendid refutation of itfrom_tho pen of Otigen,
who exposes oand destroys his cdfumnies, and,
among others, those which regarded the secrccyl
observed by the christians, and on nccount of
which Celsus most bitterly inveighed against
them,
SECOND AGE.
“Were we toask our accusers whether they
ever saw whatthey report of us, there will notbe
found oncimpudent enough to say thathe has scen
it. How can they accuse thosg of killing and cat-
inghuman creatures, swho, theyare well aware,
cannot 0 much as codure to sco amaneven justly
putfo death?*?

“It willbe said to us: Let every oncof you de-
stroy yourselves, and thus you willgoto your God
and disturb us no more.” He replies that their
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bold and lying title of @ ¥ruc narratsve.” Yt an-{

i

clarg shem;“so to hide, asyetto reveal them,
an 50 to pass thum over in silence, 0s yet 10 for
theln appear.”

And not to pmitanotler passage (rum Tertul-
lian, attend to the language in which he reproach-
es certain hereticsof his time. ¢ Ahove all they
make no distinction between the catechumens, and
the faithful; fir they are beth equally adwitted ro
hear and pray together: cven the pagdns are nut
excluded, should they happen to be présenty und
thusng difficulty is made in casting bread before
dogs, and pearls, though false eres, to swine,” Hy
had Jalrcady explained the intention of St. Paul,
who, in confiding to Timothy the ministry of tiic
Gospel, had commanded him to chonse faithful wit-
nesses, capableofinstructing othets, and not to
open himself ta every one indiscriminately, hut ac
cording to the word of our Saviour, to aveid cast-
ing bread to the dogs or pearls before swine.

THIRD AGE.

faith in. Providence forbade such an action, and,

Hear in what strains the Pagan Ceoilius spohe

headds: that * to subslantiate the calummes heap. ({OF the christians. < A dark and subterrancous
ed upon the christians, they interrogated slaves, people, (}!umb in publxc, and specchless butin the
children and women, and put them to excruciating | mostretited corners.  Whether all our suspicions
tormentsto estort from them a confession of they FeSpecting ﬂlﬂf’f"‘ we.. founded Iknow not: cer-
incests and repasts of human flesh, which were laxd} 130 }tm'cver itis that a nocturnal and hidden
tothucharge ofthe christians, These who ac-[{WOrship well befits sush a tribe. And although
cuse us ofthese crimes are themselves the perpe-“”_‘m!y ?hmgs arc:nll?ged agaiost them, the sbsey-
trators of them, while they attribute them to their,, Tty alone of their vile re'igion proves them entire

¢ . .
gods, as for us, as we have nothing todo with iy orinpart at least. Fow are we otherwise to
suchabominations, we do not trouble ourselves qaccount for this affectation and studied conceal-

«bristian name; and by this means has been eircu-
Iated amnong the unbelievers an opinion respecting
the christians as absurd as it is impious: as if it was
ar custom to abandon ourselves to shameful incests
avith our sisters and mothers and feed upon execra-
ble meats.””

“Tacitus, speaking of the burning of Rome, says
that Nero laid itto “a people odious by their
crimes who were called christians.” He adds:'
¢« This name came from Christ, whom Pontius Pi-
Iate had put to death under the Emperor Tiberius.
Arnd this impious superstition, repressed for the

%1ime, appeared again, not orily in Judea, the source
of the evil, but in Rome itsolf, where every thing
“hatistlack ond infamous is collected together
*nd pul in practice. At first those only were ta-
%en, who conféssed, then a- great mullitude, apon
theic report, ieere convicted, not so much of the
turning of the cily, as of hatred to all mankind.”
1c afterwards mentions them as wretchas, who de-
auned the most axemplary punishments, .

Tliny, who belonged tothe close of the first cen-
cary, but whodid not enter upon the government
o¢ Bithyua before the commencement of the se-
<vnd, wroke tu the Emperor, on occasion of the fu-
sn07s spread abroad respecting the cbristians, “that
’I.y the Lt it so0_much the more negessary, fur com-

sug. atthe tnuth, 3o_quesuon two wumen on the
tauk, who Were suid to have waited an the sceret ags
gemblivs.  But T discovezed noltung, continued he,
wore than anill guided and excessise superstition.”

Lelsus an cpicurcas plitosopher hung at (he
152 of the first cnd commencement of the second
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about them, having God for the witness of our ac- [{ment of their wurship, whatever itbe? Far what
tions and our thoughts.” is virtuous and laudable courts the day, and | wick-

) ednessloves darkness.”
In the persecutions at Lyons, the magistrates, |~ « As for the mysterics, condealed under seerecy
on the deposition of someslives, persuaded them-

of's | ‘nnd known to the priestsalone, natosly is the aw-
sclves that the christians actually practised what |mal man forbidden to approach, but these also who

was imputed to them, and | they. endeavored, by jajthough.exercised-and instructed, have yet pot:

torments, to extort from Blandina a confession of Jattained 10.the priestly- haor by their merits and
the deed: but this christian slave boldly and ju- years; andnot-only ate they prevented from seoe

diciously anmswered: ©“ How should those who,
fiom religious motives, abstain from meats other-
wise permitted, ever be guilty of the crimes you
lay to their charge?” &Scumenius has preserved
this fact in a fragment of frenzevs, an eye witness

|

aud soon after Bishop of Lyons and, suceessor .20,

ing these objects any -otherwise than ebscurcly
and enigmatically, but they do not cyen receive
them unless covered und veiled.”  This passige

mustaliude to the prayers and words okconse-
eration,.. -, + - o .« et
Aed again: “ &sfor anyather discourse., which

Photinus, who atter having passed bis mneteth .‘s‘mu cantain sceret things and freat of the faith ot

agnturics, compaced and pyblished, uhder Adrian,

year, suffer 4 martyrdom in this persecunion, ; jjGod and 1'{;{3‘!‘"?‘"?‘130. of things,—that is reserv-
’ ¢d 10 the pricsts.alone and.confided to. the. sonsof
Aqron by a perpefval succession.’f, .. | .
{  ¥n avother Lomily of Origen’s_on Levitigus, we
4iind this passage: * Stop notat the blogd of h¢
4flesh (thatisof the sheep. and oxen spoken of by
Nfoses) fut Ieara rather {9 “discern..the blood ot
ythe word, and hear hima saying:. For this is my
4 Blood, which shall_beshed for_you. VWhosoeses
1S imbued with the mysteries, knows,the flesh, and
‘il blood of the word of Gud, Letus. not . therefore,
dwvell uggn u_evbiect knowen go-the nitiated, aud
whith the uniniialed ought nottokmow.2t =,
. Zeno, bishop of ' ¥erona, in » sérmon’ on' conti
ﬂhencc, exhorisdhe christian -wifo not to marri an
{junbelicver, lest such a marriage should cause her
flo bete. y the law of seciecy ; ae s1s preditnz legrs,
He adds: % And know you not that the sacrifice of
*0rigen, Hom.-3v. on Ch. iif; of Numbersie-tHom. xiii.
oh Ch. xyxiii, of Leviticus.—3Hbm. ix, 63 Levis, No, 10

To this we may add what is told ofthe shve

christians of Lyons, in a letter written by them: to
the Churches of Asia’ to wive an aceount of the
persecutions there raging. We bwe the presery’
ation of it to Fusebius. : ‘ I

1 designedly omit many ‘things, fearing to
nate what Y could wish ,ptu(icnt[y to cunceal, Itst
those whomay read my writings slioukl uader-
stand them in a wrosg and perverted sense, and
we should be acensed, according to tht proverb,
of putting asword iato o0 infants ‘hand. These
are certain things discoverable in the Loly serip-

win be others on which It will insist more explicit-

Iy: and others again, which it will mercly touch
upon: but it will endeavéutso to vcg!, asyet to de-
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Bihlis, as we find it related by the tonéessors :mdi

¢

ture, aitho’ they are not cleatly expressed. Thepe 1




