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“<Many a Breton wother brings her mck|
«hild to this chapel of St. Anne, and goes
away heppy, because the priest, who sits all
that day beside the al'ar, hasplaced his stole
upon the head of the tittle sufferer, and pro-
nounced & blessing npon it.  No wonder the
students fought bravely inthe vicinity of Au.
ray 5 browght up, as they were, from their io.
fancy, in such feclinzeas these. They were
not only fechngs founded on picturosque asso.
cietions, but on a firn beliefthat devotions pard »
in particular places had a sp-cial efficacy abont
them. So natural isthis feeling, that it is real.
Iy wonderful how 1t has been possble so the-
roughly-to ot it out of the Fnglish mind.’
Cruel and hard hearted indeed were those who !
made the bansful atiempt, and have ganed’
such & moumful victors. ‘They have robbed |

]
the Englich pearant of- sourco of consolation !

which he needs mare than ever, now that evils
¢0 unheard of are pressing hu down to the
earth, Processionsand pilsrimages are usel
ifonly becauso they aie vimble hinks which
bind the soul to the unseen world, because they
aro actions of relizion formalizingand embo.
dying acts of the soul, and thus creating habit
within ns.” ‘Who Tnows what mighs

ns. :
have happened had S*. 1%:omas's bones rc-t'
mained undisturbed at Canterbure? Who
koows that the dead tauth of some slumbering
churchman might ot E-ve been warmed by!
their vicinity, yust as the dead man was raiged
to life by contact with the bones of Elsha.:
Henry's rage was not impotent ; he wa- suc- |
ceeded in cutting off & raal power from the
church.”  (p. 253) :

'

INTERESTING FACTS 1N CHEMISTRY.—
Of water—Ice, when converted into wn-)'
ter, absorbs and combines vith 140 deg. |
of caloric. Water, then, after being cools
ed down to 22 deg., cannot {reeze untyl it

has parted with 150 deg. 6f caloric; and;

1ce, after being heated to 82 deg, (which
is the exact freezing point), cannot melt
till it has absorbed 110 degrees mors of

Fyom the London Times,

CHURCH-YARD HORRORS IN
LONDON.

Tho publie in general, wo bolicve, have
no suspicion of the exceeding importance
which attaches-to the subject of intormeat
in thickly-peopled districts. Boilias it re-
lates to the health of ihe living and .as it
cuncorns the decency due to the dead, it
metits deep attention, and that without de~
lay. ‘'The proofs of the evil, and many
mnterinls Cor the remely, sre collected
the report of 0 commiittee of the House
of Commons, which was appointed last
Masch, on the motion of Mr, Mackinnon.
From that report it is our intention to ex-
tract the sabstance of the awin evidence,
and of the ccramitee’s principal recommnen-
datinns adding such remarks of our own

as are ecompelled by the gross exigency of

the case.

The witnesses examined aa to the state
of the burial grounds tn London, and
other largs towns, are of several descriptie
ovs chivfly grave.digerrs, undertakers,
medical men, clergymen, and par. chial or
municipal officers; and the general result
of their testitmony is, that the present state
of these burial groundsis shocking to the
feelings of human nature, and dreadfully
imurious to the health of the poorer clas-
ses, who generally mhabit the neighbours
hood ol the nuisance.

According 1o the evidence of the first
witness, Mr, I, Helsdon, who acts asan
“ Assistant Miuistor of the DBabtist per

wyself.” Hoadds, that ho is acquainted
with several other proprietary burial plncés
in-London, and has found the same evil
prevailing in every one of them ; for thay
the ground 1s & monopoly of one or twa
irresponsible individuals, a private picce,
which they may either keep devoted to
purposes of burial, “or they may sacrifice
avery feelag of humanity and honor by
appropriating that to building purposes,
or any purposes in which it may he more
profitable.”

Wo are the more particular in our de-
tails, because infinite paius are taken to
imposo upon persons attending the re-
mains of their rel tives and fiiends to
these pestilential repositories.  Mr. Helss
don states, that his sleeping-room com-
mangs * a side-view-glance” into the St.
Marun’s burial-ground behind Little Rus-
sell-street, which has an iron gate into
Drury-lanc. We have ourselves, in pass-
ing, stopped to look through that gate into
the enclosure, and certainly have er-
ceived nothing that could shock the sease
of decency ; but M. Ilelsdon lets us into
the sceret. The grave, he says, is banked
up “*in the presence of the parties, who
wait to see that every thing in their judg-
meat ig safe and sound*”  'T'o all nppear-
ance, the coffin is four or five feet below
the surface.  In that state the grave is
left for a few days, while the freshuess of

grief leaves a probabilicy that the spat
may be revisited by the friends of the de-
ceased ; but, ** alfter two or three wecks,

suasion,” the plan ‘‘gencrally adopted I it is all levelled and raked over, as com-
throughont Tondon® is that of *‘apenidg: {oriable as a garden to look at; and

what is called a public grave, tbirl.y Jeet !mough that ground has been about a cen-
deep perkaps” The fisst corps is sur-

. ytury opened, there is no trace of more
mounted by apother, andso on, “up to siz_

caloric. ‘This is the cause of the extreme! teen or cighteen, and a’l the openings be~
slowness of the operations. There canlyween the coffin boards  fille:d up with smal.
be no doubt, then, that water owes its!ier coffins, of children.  When this grave
fluidity to its latent caloric, and that its\is.crammed asfull as it could be, so that
caloric of fluidity is 140 degrees. the topmost coflin is within two fect of the

However long we may boil water in an}surface, that is banked up, and that piece
open vessel, we cannot make it the smallsof ground is considered as ocecupied.”
est degree hotter than its boiling point, ot {1 iebanks makes two or threo feet more;
212 degrees. When arrived at this point, |so that,*"toall appeacance, it looks four
the vapor absorbs the leat, aud carries it{or five foet; but when the works are all
off as fart as it is grueratrd. Hence in‘rcmovcd, and the carth 1s again levelled
cooking, we attain the grncral heat at the |with its common surface, I am quite cer-

boiling point; though by incrensing lhcimin, heyond it mistake, the coffins have
not beenmor  than (wo fret below the sur-

fice, we incrense the evaporation.

Owing to the quantity of caloric that,face of the ground;”—Whete the ground
liquors require to convert them into vapor, fisa s; eculation of some private proprictor,
all evaporation produces cold. An animal, the next grave 1s opened alongside of the
might be frozen to death in the midst of  prioc one, “to muke the most of every
summer, by repeatedly sprinkling ethor finch of the specutation ;" and thus the
upon him. The evaparation would shortly sides of the prior pile of eofins are laid
carry off the whole of this vital lxcal.iopcn 2o sight, The same thing happens
Water thrown on hot Ladies acts in the:oven in the churchyards and parish burial
1ame way ; it becomes in an instant con-lgrounds where the populativn is very
verted into vapor, and 1his deprives Ihcscidcnse. The witness, sp-aking ol the pro.

bodies of a great portion of the caloric
they contein,

This cxplains why wet grounds have
the coldest atmospieres, and are subjeet
to the latest an carliest frosts: the evas
poration is greatest here, as is also the
consequent loss of caloric, And it ex-
plains how draining wet grounds amelio-
rates the climate, snd promotes the health
of a neighbourhood—the water, instead of
being evaporwod from a broad surface,

ls concentrated in narsow drains, and
carried off,

prietary ground in Goldon-lane, Barbican,
where he himsell had officiated, des-
cribes the putiid effect of these re-open-
ings :=—+I have becn witarss from Sunday
to Sunday’™ (the burials of the poor being
usually ou Sunday afiernoun) ** of from
sixteen to . oig*teon coffins, rising one
abovoanother ; and the stonch from those,
and the swarms of insccts” (some kinds of
black fly, penerated jn this corruption,)
it is horrible 1o conceive : and I have
poue away sometimes so lozthing and dis-
gusted as scarcely to befable to endure

than sotse sixty or seventy persons hav-
ing been buried there at all, though 1
have no doubt therc have been as many
thousands.”

Now, what is the space in which these
60,000 or 70,000 corpscs have been in-
terred 2 The witaess savs, « it might be,
peshaps, 200 feet square,” or consides-
ably less than one acre.  Sizty thousand
corpses n the course of one century—
that 15, on an average, 600 each year—
buried in less than one acre of grouad !
The first impualse is to reject the account
as impossible. But the evidence is so
direct, aud concerns too many different
and unconnected spots, 10 be thrown out
of consideration =0 lighty. In another
bural place, ncar Drury-lane, opening

rom Russcll-court and belonging to the
now church in the Strand, o witness, res
sident inVinegarsyard, who has a window
lovking upon the grave-ground, tells us
that the burials are, on the average, one
a day, and that at the lowest computation
20,000 bodies have been iuterred there !
¢ What is the size of it:? 1 suppose bet-
ter than Aalfan acre /7 But more mar-
vellous still scems the evidence givea by
Pitts, a cabinet-maker, and Whiuaker, an
undertaker, touching a ecemeiry which
bolongs to a certzin Baptist Mecting-
house called Enon Chapal. In this fyul
pit, whose dimensions aro iess than 60 feet
by 40, or about the twentieth part of an
acre, there have been buried {rom ten to
twelve thousand bodies ! And other in-
formation, equally incredible on the first

impression, is communicated by other ds-
ponents, Thus constrained to beliove
that such things are, we go on to search
how they can be; and then wo come to
theappalling fact, thut where tho body
has been laid it is not suffered to repose
—that tho corpse, which

“——yet but green in earth

“ Lies fastering in its shroud.”

is expelled from its tenement beforo the
lapse of one year-—nay, sometimes even of
onc month ~from the day when it receiv-
ed what seemed the title to a final and a
sacred resting-place.  Room is wanred
for mere bodies, and the gravesdiggeris
ordered, if he cannot find space, to make
it,

Michale Pye, formerly a gravedigger in
Si. Clement Dance, is asked about the
state of the Porwgaksteeet buring-ground,
where he worked under tho sexton, The
wilniess answers thus ¢ —

*¢ The grouad in Portugal-street is full,
and trequentiy, in gelting «a grave, I have
been compelled to cutaway coffins five
feet under ground.  In some part of the
giound 1 can positively say that thero is
not abovo three feet to the outsido extremi-
ty but what is full up to three feet from the
surface.

“ Do you mean to say that, whether
they were fresh coffins or not, you have
cut through ’—* Yes, we have been or-
dered by the sexton to do so, to make room
and when we have been at work, and said
that he conld not geta grave, the express-
ion has been, *d n your lazy eyes!
you shall get it and make it; thatis an
expression he has {requently used to me.’

Is it the common practice to break np
the wooden coffins 1—Yes, it is the com-
mon practice of late, because the ground
has been so full, that, in fact, you caonot
get a grave without doing it

«« \What do vou do with the icmains 3—
The rewmaii s are put down at the bottomn
of the grave, and the cofiin that is coming
is put on it.

¢ The remains are put at the bottomn
without any coffin 7—Yes, thereis justa
small piece of ground put.oyar it to hide
it.

The cvidencn of Lane, a chuir-cane
worker, lodging in a house that oveilooks
the Portugal-street burialsground, is yet
more remarkable.  He has heard kneck-
ing before day-light among the graves; and
when he has got out of bed at Jawn, he
has seen men at work with handkerchiefs
over their noses and mouths, brezhing in
the couflins to make reom, and taking away
the wood in sacks. They do it **as
carcfully as they can, to prevent peoplo
seeing it 3 bac the witness, from the sits
uation of his window, s seen it ¢ very
frequently.,”  They have a wol like the
face of 2 hammer at one end, tapering to
a sharp point at fhe other, of about nine
pounds in weight, to break the coffins with
“*Waat made me look more particular
than anyhing,” says Lnue, * was that 1
had a child buricd there, and if they had
broken' {kat grave oprn, I shonld have
gone and given them in charge 10 a pos
liceman.” * My wifa and [ have remark-
ed a particular spot, and we have suid, we
wil see whether that is distutbed.  Wher




