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the crowd. In one play Satan and a -;nigroisiancer" dance, whien
the latter is suddenly tri-pped iup and carried off bodily.*- Yet
the sigrn of the cross, or the invocation of the Virgino h
saints, inunediately discomfits them; aud of holy water tlîey
have a inortal, terror. In the Nativity play they roar horribly
.when Christ is born, and make a great noise under the stage.

The varion.s parts originally perforxned by the tnonks, camne,
in course -of time, to be enacted by conipanies of the citizens.
The diffèrent crafts and gruilds vied withi each other in t he
representation of the plays allotted tu thetu. The rivalry between
the worshipful tanners, chandlers, vintilers, mercers, bowyers,
skinners and weavers, -%vas keen aid exciting.,

«When we consider how humble were the talents employed, the
majestic sweep and sublime compass of these plays is perfectly
astounding. They comprehend the entire drama of time fruni
the creation of the world to the dtîy of dooin. Nay, the daritig
imagination of the monkish. writers went baek beyoiid the dawn
of time to the courisels of eternity; and, scalingr Llie battiemeiits
of heaven, laid bare the secrets of the skies. They shranlc tiot
froin exploring with unfaltering step thc regions of the damned,
and depicteci withi Dantean vigour and minuteness the tortures of
the lost. They pierced the mysteries of tbhe future, and reveded
the awful scenes of the last Judgment and the final cotîsummation
of ail thigs.

la recording in his lofty numbers the story of -the Fail of Man
and Loss of Paradise, the sightless' bard of English poesy, whose
muner vision seeueci more ckeat for that the outer ray wVds
quenched forever, how far soever lie inay have surpassed his pie-
decessors, could hardly be sai,.d to have pursued

" Thinge unattempted yet in prose or rbyme;

for not only in the Miracle Pltiys and Mysteries, but also, ini the
stili older legenday poem of Caedmon, the o"axôn monk, is the
same story related with wondrous vigour and sublimity.

In the book of accounts of t*iiese plays somae strange char,-es are record il,
e.g. -Item paid for mending. HeU Mouîh jd ; fur keeping fite a-, ditto. îi..
F or settying the world on flre jd. ii worme uf cous;cienut:, iijs ; whyte or snv d
sowles, audl iii blake or dlampnyecl sowles. v.à. : baryli fur ye earthquianes,
ije ;', etc.
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