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Un Sunday, the 29th Dacember,
the different lodges assembled at the
Masonic Hall, at 2.30 p.m., for the
purpose of proceedingto St. Thomas’

Church, where the annnal sermon .

was to be preached by Bro. Rev. W.

B. Curran.

bered aboui 140, were marshalled by

W. Bro. Captain Henery and V. W.
Bro. . R. Smith. Barton, Strict
Obscrvance, St. John's, Acacia and
Temple were well represented, as

well as the higher orders.

Among
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thosp. . present- were«R.; W..Brez.Hcl
Murzay; D. DG, M.,iR.-W. Bro.: ¥z
J: Mason, G.:S., end-R. W. Bro: Rz
Brierley:: On arsiving at the churoh;:.
the: wsunal formalities : were gone..

through..
with the 455rd hyrn—

0 Lord ! how josful tisto sec.
The brethren dwell in unity.”

The Rey. Dr. Darnell, of Londo,n,}_.

Phe sérvice: commeneed:

M

read the prayers, commencing at the .
Confession and extending a3 far as the .

Third CUollect.

The proper. Psalms-

were the 112th and 138rd, and the.
lesson the 3rd chapter of the lsh
Epistle of St.John. The * Te Denm
was sung to an srrangementby Steven,.
The collects for St. John the Evange.. .

'list’s Day and Christmas Day were-

, read, and the General Thenkseizing.

said.

The anthem was Dblillard’s..

;¢ There wers shepherds akiding.”"
. The solos were admirably given by
. Messrs. Dallas, Stewart and MMiss

| Walker.
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The whole of the musical.

portion of the service was very well
rendered, and Mr. W. E. Brown pre--
' sided ab the organ in an efficicnt man-
:ner. The Rev. Mr. Curran took for
! his text the twenty-first verse of the
Efourth chapter of the epistle to St.
. Johmn : *¢ This commandment have we
s from him that he who loveth God

loveth his brother also.”

The preacher said that whilst it had been
reserved for the yreat apostle of the Gen-
tiles to proclaim that the deepest principle’
- in the heart of man was faith, it was re-
, ferved for St. Jobu to proclaim that the

essential attribute of God is love.

It had

been taught in the Old Testament that the
" beginning of wisdom was the fear of God; -
it remained to Le taught hy the bestepostle
of the New Testawment that the end of
wisdom was thu love of God. It had been
. taught in.old times by Jew and Gentile, by

Greek

philosophy ard Eastern religion

that the Divinity waswell pleased with the
saerifices, the speenlations, the fortunes of”
wan. It was o St. Joha that it was lett ta.

fpreach in all s fulloess that the one si
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of God's children is the love of the brethren. .
And as it is love that pervades our whole °
conception of his teaching, so also it per--'
vades our whole conception of his charect-
er. John's whole tenching is summed uj

in the words, - We lpve him because hie -
first loved us.”  All classes of people are |
vver and over azain exhorted to excrcise the



