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Cover Crops in the Orchard-
Prof. S. Blair, Macdonald College, Que.

OVER crops and their value in or-
chard practice is une of many im-
portant 'operations in orchard

Lgemeflt wbich should receive more
tion if we hope to produce iruit
miically. The three methocis of cul-
usually recommended are: First-
cover crop method; Second-The
culture method; Third-The sod

bi method. There are some who a.d-
:e growing trees in sod but this is
iwise method. It is adaptable only
ry exceptional conditions, and should

practise and eall the sod mulch inethod 1
wvould call the large hay crop method.

If the clean culture method is folloýcd
some means must be adopted to get hum-
us into the soil. -Without humus our soils
become uiproductive. Humus flot only

The Challen~ge o! the WestI British Columbia bas challenged I
the provinces in Eastern Canadia
to hold a "National" Apple Show.
What is the East going to do about
it? Our Eastern growers claim to
have more extensive areas of land
adapted to growing apples of high
quality than can be found in Brit-
ish Columbia. They prof ess to
grow apples of better quality. Brit-
ish Columbia growers now say,
"'Prove it."

these lowlvy formis of lîfe are large factors
in rendering a soul productive.

Commercial fer'tilizers do flot add hu-
mus to the soi]. They can be used Most
economically only on a soul fot deficient
in humus for otherwise a continuous sup-
ply of available food material is flot with-
in reach of the plant. 1 do flotý mean to
sýay anything against the use ut commer-
cial fertilizers for they can be used to ad-
vaxitage by the orchardist. But what I
want to impress upon you is that humus
in somne form is essential, and if the clean
culture method is followed, stable manure
or litter of some sort, must be ijsed to
furnish it. Manure is flot available for
many growers and, besides, if cover
crops can be g-rown in the orchard to sup-
ply the humus, and flot be a detrinient but
rather an advantage to the growing tree
or ripening fruit, why not make use
of it?

Ma4ny orchards are located on hilisides
and if cultîvated a serious washixig may
occur~ during the f al or early spring rains
if 1not prevented by means of a cover crop

our most costly ele-
iy he largely supplied
is cover crop and the
ýs confined to the pot-
'an ures. If dlean cul-
bis free nitrogen can-
Sabove reasons are, 1
varrant one in advo-
p method of orchard

is the
,vinter.
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