FATTENING CHICKENS.

A well fattened chicken, when prop-
erly cooked, 1s a dehaous morsel.
Abroad the art of fattening 15 well-un-
derstvod ; in this country tou Iittle
attention is paid to the subject. Tt the
chickens have been well iid, and have
run at large during the whole time,
nothing more is deemed essential, 1
think that poultrymen make a grave
mistake by not paying more attention
to this art.  When the appliances ab.
solutely necessary can be had for very
httle expense, and when the cost of
tattening need not be very much, thae
is httle excuse fur e, loying the
means for so doing.

The return to the producer for fat-
teming hus stock comes i two forms- -
fist, by an increase in the weight of
the chickens, and second, by an in-
crease i the pnce per pound.  Sup-
pnse, for example, the poultryman has
two hundred cluckens to sell which,
unfattened, would ascerage four pounds
each and bring 15 cents per pound -
that is, he would receve lor Sco
pounds, at 15 cents per pound, $120,
Now, suppose by fattening them he
makes then weigh but one  pound
more cach- a small gain—and he gets
two cents per pound 1nerease in price
{2 sum frequently greatly exceeded),
his chickens will bring Iam, 1,000
pounds at 17 cents, $170, an advance
of $50- a very convenient hittle sum.
Showgd headd two pounds per chicken,
and get five cents additional per pound
— by no means an extravagant hypoth-
esis—he will rase his 120 to $240,
exactly double what he would have re-
ceived i the unfatted condition. “T'hat
it does pay to faiten the chickens fol-
lows very wnaturally from the fact,
without the aillustrations we have usud,
that 1n Ergland there are men who
make it ther busiess to purchase un-
fattened chickens, fatten and then sell
them.

Without adopting the more or less
clabmate apphances used abroad, a
great gain can be made by preparing a
number of coops capable of holdmg,
without undue crowding, from ten to
twenty birds.  The coups should bhe
so constructed as to be quaite dark, ex
cept in front, and after feeding, the
fronts should be closed by hanging
buriaps over them. 1 have seen used
mere boxes with laths nailed across the
frant.  In these coops chickens of the
sanie sex and as nearly of an age and
size as pussible should be contined.
Opposite sexes stoald not be cortined
together, for Loy will be more uneasy
and fatten less rapidly if  they are.
They should be of about the same age
and size to prevent the overbearing
conduct that farge chickens show to-
ward smaller enes.

The conps should be deaned aut
daily to prevent the unpleasant odor
that arises from droppings and which
ts inimical to health, as well asto pre-
vent vermin from multiplying. The
chickens should bLe carcfully treated
for vermin, before they are put into
the caops, by dusting them thoroughly
with insect powder of some kind.

The fattening should bic donc as
rapidiy as possible. Tou loag cluse
cunlinement is apt to injure the health
of the chickens, and assoon as health
begns to fail perceptibly they will lose
fiesh.  The more rapid the fattening,
too, the tenderer will be the chickens.
Every tarmer knows that an old cow,
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if rapidly fattened, makes good, ten
der beef, hutf the fattenming process
is slow, the quality of the meat deter
jurates. The solt, swollen muscles of
a rapidly fattening chicken make much
better poultry than when the flesh s,
<0 to speak, worked on and the mus
cles kept hard by vigorous eaercise.

In this country, a, the popular taste
demands as yellow a chickenas can be
had, the fuod should be chosen ac-
cordimgly.  For grain, I think nothing
is bLetter than sound, yellow corn,
cviter whole, cracked or ground.  For
rapid fattening 1 prefer it ground and
made into dough by Lemng shigbtly
mostened with itk I to the comn
meal is added 10 to 15 per cent. of
ground beef seraps, the fattening will
proceed more rapidly.  For  donk,
nothig is better than sweet mitk, ea
cept sweet itk sweetened with sugar,
abuut a heaping tablespoonlul to cach
gll of outk, 1M the droppings show a
tendency toward  diartheea, the unlk
should be boled.

I have ‘nsisted on the rapidity in
operation. 1t should by wdl done in
thiee weeks, and, in many ces, even
less time s pecessary. 1 have added
o pounds to the waght of a Py
mouth Rock cockerel m two weeks
without keeping hin as clasely con-
ined as I deem best for faitening
chickens.  “T'his bird was alone in a
coop about eight feet long Ly two and
a half feet wide, bad abundance of
light and took constderable exercise.
Cuite a nuinber of chickens for fatten-
irg could be confined in a coop of
that size.

A lady who reared chickens for us
several scasons uscd to confine tie cull
bitds in small coops for fattening. She
gave them  water to dink and fud
them wholly on yellow corn; and the
results she  obtammed  were extremely
satisfactory, for her chickens were fat,
yellow, and commanded the best mar-
ket prices. And yet she took but
e more care of these fattening
chickens than wost poultrymen take
of their growinyg tlocks.  They were
fed and watered regularly and ther
cuops cleaned occanionally, that was
all.  tler success in fattening chickens
led me to take more interest in the
aperation, and to employ methads al-
most as simple as hers, that gave us
even better results, because quicker
than she obtained. - Gountry Gentie
man.
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SUMMERING CATTLE ON GRASS.

I don't know of any subject more
timely than how catile of all kinds

should be treated  while living on
grass.  The common method with

most farmess is to let them all run to-
gether—calves that are fed by hand
eacepted —many or few, large or small,
just one pasture and  gencerally ton
small fur the number that must get a
good living or be haif starved. Then
chise grazing and often long dry pells
and a guod number of cattle fullowing
cach other day after day reaching
through fenees and in the hot weather
the fi<ld leaking o bare that the grass
tonts are often dativd oat ontisddy,
This i~ ro overdrann pclaice Now,
how can a cow gine a goond yield
of mitk or young cattle take on much
growth or {lesh under such conditions ?
Unlessthey geta satisfactory fecd and in
reasonable time they cannot spare the
time needed for rest and to chew their

cud. Every farmer should have two
or more pastures.  Milch cows du
better alone, but if that cannot be
had, there should be at least two
pastures so that one of them could be
rested 2 while; andof suntable weather,
two or three weeks will start the grass
so that when you turn them on ot
again just watch the difference in the
growth and yicld and see the grass
start up i the one vacated.  “Thisis a
better way than il the number of acres
were all m one lot. 1 hope those in-
terested will try it

Where cattle are compelled to cat off
the blades of grass «carcely an inch high
and probably destroy others just peep
ing out, ten days, of left to grow, would
furnish twenty times as much feed and
no injury occur to the roots.  People
tell of leaks and losses on the farm,
but too close grazing s the biggest one
[ know of.  Then there is a big talk
about calves dying from scours, cte.,
but it 15 generally those that feed their
cows such a big lot of stimulating nos.
trums of different kinds that makes the
milk rank poisun to their offspring.
Calves from such pampered matrons
are as gooed as sick at birth, Cows
should be fed almost entirely on what
you can raisc on your own farm and
then  Lke common  farmers, losses
would disappear. It is risky to buy
cows of some men.

If calves get the scours, we stir flour
in their warm miik and an ¢y too, un.
til it is checked. We teach them to
eat oats and ground feed and keep hay
before them all the time until turned
on to grass.  When cows scour badly
on tame hay and mill-fecd, make a real
hard boiled dumpling of flour and water
onty, hail it untul hard and when canl
cut into pieces and feed it to thew. It
will quickly stop the scours.  This re-
ceipt is worth dollars if it works for
others as ithas for us. 1 may tell you
what pastures are Jike in England and
how they keep them good alt the time,
They have 2 more moist climate than
we have, but we could gieatly improve
ours by following their methods,

Wy, Oxiev.

Hancock Co., Iowa

— Ve Ploughman.

SCOURS IN CALVES.

With the advent of the spring calv-
ing svason scours become prevalent, as
usual, and precantions  against the
trouble, as well as preparations for its
cure if 1t devdops, should be made,
because 1t requires a ong time tor a
calf to recover from a really serious at-
tack of scours, if indeed it ever recavers.,
Preventive treatment depends on a
kuowledge of causes, and the canses of
sCuuts aie wany.  Spraking generally,
anythmg that wall produce diartheea
the balie wiil cause scours m the caif.
The most  usual causes are colds,
which “scttle on the stomach,’ and
bad fed, sheher direct or through the
dam. Wec have no deubt that a great
many cascs of scours in the first few
days ot a call’s life are owing to the
improper feeding of the mother during
the punad ol geatation. The youngster
cones anto the woriid with a tendency
to have an canly disturbed digestion.
There are alw barnyards and calf lots
that causc a contagious specics of
scours.

Those cases that atise from colds
are prevented by keeping the ealf pro-
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tected from exposure ; those that come
from bad feed suggest their own cure.
‘Those that depend on inherited dia-
thesis require very casily digested food,
the milk, if necessary, being corrected
with lime water: and those that de-
pend on contagion demand a thorough
cleaning up of the premises, with disin-
fection,  As to remedies they are very
abundant; nearly everybody has one,
and there are scarcely any of them
that do not fail sumetimes,  Raw ggs
in the milk often prove cff-ctive, char-
coal is given, and svmetimes laudanum
is adnnumistered, which 1« about as bad
a remedy as can be used, although it
somctimes seems that nathing else will
help. Perhaps as good a remedy as
can be used m the general run of cases
is filteen or twenty gram doses of sub-
nitrate of ismuth, given three hours
apart, until relief is obtained.  Scours,
however, is one of the instances n
which an ounce of prevention s better
than the proverbial pound of cure, for
even a successtul care does not pre-
vent the stunting which generally fol-
lows an attack of scours. - L% Llome.
stead,
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GRAIN MIXTURES TO BE FED DAILY
WITH COARSE FEEDS.

Prof. Lindsey in Bullctin No. 53 of
the Hatch Experiment Station recom-
mends the following grain mixtures to
be fed with coarse feed :

1. Onc hundred pounds corn or
hominy meal.  (ne hundred pounds
bran, mixed or chop feed.  Seventy-
five pounds cotton, gluien or linsved
meal.  Mix and feed eght to nine
quarts daily.

2. Two hundred pounds chop ar
cerealine fecd.  Seventy-five pounds
cotton, gluten or linseed meal.  Min
and feed seven to cight quarts daily.

3. One hundred pounds oat feed.
Cace hundred pounds Buffale or gluten
feed.  Mix and feed eght quants
daily.

4. H. Q. dairy feed.
cight quarts daily.

5. Giuten feeds.
quarts daily.

6. One hundrud pounds fine mid-
dlings. Onc hundred pounds brewers’
grams or malt sproots.  Mix and feed
seven to cight quarts daily.

5. Fifty pounds linseed meal.  Filty
pounds cotton-seed meal. One hun-
dred pounds oat feed or chop feed.
Alix and feed seven to eight quarts
daily.

8. One hundred pownds cornmeal.
Fifty povedy bran Vifty pennds ent-
tonseed meal.  Mix and feed seven
quarts daily.

Feed six o

Feed five to six
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THE ADVANTAGES OF COW PEAS.

Dr. Stabbs, of Lousiana station, in
summing up the advantages of cow
peas, gaves these pomts.

1. Los @ mitrogen gatherer.

2, It shades the swil i summer,
keeping 1t m condiien most suntable
to tapud mtnfication, and leaves the
soil inable and luose, in the best con.
ditim for a future crop.

3. It has a larae oot development,

and hence pumps up from great dejiths
and large arcas the water, and waa
the mmeral mauer needed by the
plant. .
4. Its adaptalulity to all kinds of
sails, stiffcst clays to moest [orous
sands, fertile alluvial bottoms w barren
uplands.



