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=an, the problem is far more complex
and interesting than in the case of
any other creature, because man is a
more varied and intricate being, with
his activities more multiform, and be-
cause these activities have Been con-
tinually expanding themscives and
establishing fresh relations between
himself and the rest of the world.
Therefore the study of mar in Nature
is far more vast and difficult than the
study of othertypes of life. Yet even
man, although he may lift himself
above his environment, cannot alto-
gether escape from its power. He
must obey, suiting himself to the con-
ditions and to the influences in and
through which the environment plays
upon him.

We may divide these influences of
the environment under thre¢ heads
or groups. The first will include
those due to the configuration of the
earth’s surface ; that is to say, to the
distribution of land and sea, the ar-
rangement of mountain chains, table-
lands and valleys, the existence of
rivers and the basins which they drain.
These features of the configuration of
the earth’s surface act upon man in a
great variety of ways. I will en-
deavour presently to illustrate some
of them, but for the momeni it mway
be enough to say that in early times
it is they which determine the direc-
tions in which races move,* the spots
in which civilization first develops it-
self, the barriers which separate races
and States from one another. Upon
them depend, in more advanced
periods, the frequency and ease with

#* Sir J. D. Hooker mace, @ progos of
this, the interesting remark that sume of the
lowest and apparently oldest of the races of
maa are found at the extremities of the con-
tinents, to which they would seem to have
been pressed down by more vigorous tribes,
Thus the Bushmen are at the southern end
of Africa, the Fuegians of South America,
the Tasmanians of the Asiatic-Australian
group of lands, the Veddahs of Ceylon at
the southern extremity of Asia.
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which communication takes place be-
tween two races or political communi.
tics. The configurations of land and
sea are, of course, the dominant fac.
tors in fixing the lines which com.
merce takes. Even if we come down
tosuch a minor pointas the character
which the structure of the land gives
to the coast, we remark that it de.
pends on this structure whether there
are many ports and harbours or not.
In Norway, for instance, one perceives
that a mountainous land, raised ata
very remote geological cpoch, has
caused the coast to ass' me its present
highly indented form, and has fringed
it with a line of sheltering islands.
Hence an abundance of safe portsand
inlets giving opportunities for the
growth of a seafaring people, who at
one time became famous for piracy,
at another wealthy by their mercantile
marine. Compare such conditions
with those of countries where the want
of harbours makes it difficult for the
people to turn to account the advan-
tages which the sea offers them.,

A second class of environment in-
fluences would be those belonging to
meteorology and climate, meaning
thereby the conditions of heat and cold
under which a race of men develops
itself, with the amount of rain and
frequency of drought. Such infle
ences tell upon the strength and
stature, as well as upon the health, of
a race. There are also the winds,
whose importance is not confined fo
comuimerce, but powerfully affects cli
mate also. Heat and cold make all
the difference to the kind of life which
primitive manleads. Rainand drought
are prime factors as regards th
fertility of a country, its products and
the habits of life of the people who
dwell in it; for instance, a race wif
become settled and agricultural in 2
well-watered country, while remaining
nomads in one subject to extrem
droughts ; and all the influence
that bear on the healthiness of tht



