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THE HORSE. ‘

(Continued from last number)

The hones of the hind extremities are com-
posed of the sicrum, the ossa innominata which
18 formed of three bones, viz: the illinm, the is-
chium, and pubis. These bones have already
been deseribed in & previous number. The re-
maining bones ave the femur (9 a), the patella,
{s), the tibia (1), the fibala, (7) the bones of
the hock (10 14), the Metatarsal (n).

The femuris the largest boue in the body and
ig placed in an oblijue direction downwards
and forwards, and presents a shaft and two ex-
tremities. ‘The shaft is smooth and prominent
in front and flat posteriorly. The posterior
surface has near its middle a round rougn
ened portion to which is attached one of the
heads of a larze mnscle called the triceps ab-
ductor femoris. Risinz from the upper thurd of
the external lateral side i3 a sharp prominence
called the trochinter externus, and from the in-
ternal lateral side rises a similar prominence
called the intendl trochanter. Ectending from
the internal troch1-ter is a rid ze which receives
the name of the trochantery ridse, to which is
attached the pectinous muscle. The lower half
of the hon~ is eonstricted and has nosteriorly a
deep fasey ealled the sunra condyloid fossa.
The superior extremity is divided into two por-
tions, one smaoth and hemispherical, known as
head of the femir, the other portion constricted.
The hewd of tha fomur is lod sed in a eavity ealled
the acetablum, forminy the hip joint, on the
inner s'de of the head is a de»p aotch into which
is inserted the round lizament. On the outer

part of the superior extremity is a large irrege
lar prominence called the trochanter majon
which presents two parts, the part lookiny
backwards i3 called the summit, the other por
tion the convexity.

The mferior extremity presents two condgles
and a trochlea. The condyles are posterio
and divided by a deep notch called the inin
condyloid notch. The trochlea presents tw
eminences divided by a veitical groove, their
ternal 1s the larger; and rounded. Wath the
trochlea articulates the patella; the internd
condyle is the larger and articulates with th
tibia and semilunar cartilages. The Pateliuis
an irregular bone, the anterior surfuace is cor
vex and rouzhened for the attachment of lige
ments, the pusteriorsurface ssmooth, articulat
ing with the trochlea of the femur, und is dividd
by a prominence into two concavities. Whe
the patella is displaced the animal 1s said tol
stift . Partial displacement of the patellai
ot cammon ocenrrence in foals of a weakly co
stitution, especially when running on hily
rrounds. This avises from intentitial absorptio
of the trochlea of the femur, causing the pa
ella to slip outwards almost at every step.

Situated betwixt the femur and hock isth
tibia,  This bone is larger superiorly than it
feriorly, the outer anterior surface of the bod)
is rrooved, and in it is lodzed the extensor pedl
muscle, the iuner anterior swiface is covere
simply by skin and faschia, the posterior sutfac
is marked by numerous longitudinal furrows fo:
the reception of muscles. The superior e
tremity with the patella and femur form the stif
joint. ~ Between this bone and the condyleso
the femur are interposed the semilunar cartt



