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great truth and feeling, the calamitous issue, which awaited
them. 'We doubt not,' said they, 'but our great Queen has
been acquainted with our long and tedious war, in conjunction
with her children, against her enemies the French, and that
we have been as a strong wall for their security, even to the
loss of our best men.'* Since then, so often has this strong
wall been interposed between the British and their enemies,
that it is now utterly demolished, and its fragments scattered
to the four winds of heaven. 'In 1750, the governor of New
York was directed to confer with the chiefs of the Six Nations,
and to endeavor, by means of valuable presents, and promises
of more, to wean them from the French interest, into which
they had been artfully allured by that intriguing people, and
attach them to their former friends and allies, the British.'t

It is evident from many circumstances, that the Indians justly
appreciated the motives of the christian belligerents. Pow-
nall says, 'They repeatedly told us, that both we and the
French sought to amuse them with fine tales of our several
upright intentions. That both parties told them, that they
made war for the protection of the Indian rights, but that our
actions fully discovered, that the war was only a contest, who
should become masters of the country, which was the property,
neither of one, nor the other.' (Vol. I. p. 244.) And the In-
dians told Sir William Johnson, 'that they believed soon they
should not be able to hunt a bear into a hole in a tree, but
some Englishman would claim a right to the property of it, as
being his tree.' (Ib. p. 188.) A change in the counsels of the
Iroquois was the natural resuit of this state of feeling, and de-
cided indications of this change are found in the vacillating
conduct of their chiefs upon the Ohio, towards Washington,
when engaged in his adventurous military embassy to the
French posts in that quarter. This state of things became
every day less and less equivocal, and in 1774, it led to open
hostilities.

But at an earlier period, the unsettled state of their Indian
relations must have satisfied the British government, that in
succeeding to the power of the French, they had nordsucceeded
to their influence and interest with the Indians. Pontiac's war,
and the contemporaneous attack upon most of the posts on
the northwestern frontier, and the capture of many of them;

*Wynne, Vol. I. p. 178. †Ib. Vol. ILp. 24.
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