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in debate, so that among his new neighbors he soon became a
man of mark. He was elected the same year a member of the
convention which sat at Danville to confer about a separation
from the State of Virginia, and afterward represented Bourbon
county in the General Assembly of the State.

In religious matters Col. Smith was an enthusiast, and for
some time took an active part in the Stoneite movement, which
so excited the early church in Kentucky, for an account of
which we must refer our readers to Davidson’s History of the
Presbyterian Church in Kentucky. He finally, however, returned
to the Presbyterian church, and recejying licensure, or perhaps
ordination, he spent much of his time in his later years as a
missionary among the Indians, for which work his familiarity
with Indian character eminently fitted him.

In 1802 he lived with his son James, to whom he had conveyed
the copyright and the remaining copies of his work, and also
twenty acres of land, for which the son had agreed * to decently
support his father during his lifetime.” ‘

On his return from one of his missionary excursions into Ten-

nessee, he found that his son James had during his absence joined
the Shakers, and had gone with his family to a settlement which

that sect had just formed on Turtle Creek, Ohio (near Lebanon).
He followed, ¢ to see what sort of people they were,” lived with
them only a short time, but long enough to be disgusted with the
- whole fraternity. His son James, who before joining the Shakers
“‘was faturally friendly, a dutiful son, a kind husband and a

tender father,” seems to have changed his whole nature, and *



